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1
PROJECTION DEVICE AND METHOD FOR
OPERATING A PROJECTION DEVICE

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This is a U.S. National Phase Application under 35 USC
371 of International Application PCT/EP2011/063242 filed
on Aug. 1, 2011.

This application claims the priority of German application
no. 102010 039 683 .4 filed Aug. 24, 2010, the entire content
of which is hereby incorporated by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a projection device comprising a
base, a support and a projection head, wherein the projection
device comprises a wavelength-converting luminophore for
converting a light beam generated by a light source. The
invention also relates to a method for operating a projection
device.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Projection devices or beamers of the aforementioned type
with a compact housing are known in which a light produc-
tion unit creates mixed light by means of the luminophore.
The mixed light is emitted via a frontally arranged projection
optical system as a defined light beam. The frontally emitted
light beam can be at least coarsely oriented by the adjustment
of stand legs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention at least partially to
overcome the disadvantages of the prior art and, in particular,
to provide a simply configurable and orientable projection
device.

The object is achieved in accordance with one aspect of the
invention directed to a projection device comprising a base, a
support and a projection head, wherein the support can be
rotated with respect to both the base and the projection head,
wherein a light guide system is accommodated in the support
and the projection head houses at least one wavelength-con-
verting luminophore for converting at least a part of a light
beam generated by the at least one light source.

The base can be configured, in particular, for fastening
and/or arrangement of the projection device and can be
designed as a (stand) foot for placement on a support, as a wall
mounting, as a ceiling mounting, etc.

The support can be configured, in particular, as an arm or
pivot arm.

By means of the projection head, light generated by the
projection device can be emitted directed outwardly.

In the projection device, there is therefore at least one
optical path which leads, by means of the light guide system
of the carrier, to at least one luminophore in the projection
head and further outwardly and/or to a light outlet opening in
the projection head. Further optical paths can be present
within the projection device. Light can therefore be fed at
least into the support and further, from the support, into the
projection head.

The optical path can begin in the base if the light is gener-
ated in the base or is fed into the base from outside. Alterna-
tively, light infeed can take place directly into the support, for
example, from an external primary light generation unit. The
support can comprise, in particular, a light interface that is
accessible from outside.
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Whilst only the (original) light emitted by the at least one
light source emerges from the support into the projection
head, as a result of the wavelength conversion brought about
by the luminophore, pure wavelength-converted light or
mixed light made up from the original light and from wave-
length-converted light can emerge from the projection head.
Thus mixed light with a well defined overall color location,
for example, white light, can be generated.

Said projection device has the advantage that light guid-
ance to the projection head can be simply and economically
configured, since in the simplest case, only a monochromatic
light beam has to be guided. Orientation of the projection
head in a wide spatial region is also easily achievable, due to
the fastening of the support, which is rotatable on both sides.

Preferably, the at least one light source comprises at least
one light-emitting diode. The light radiated by the at least one
light source can be visible light, infrared light (IR-LED) or
ultraviolet light (UV-LED). The at least one light-emitting
diode can be present in the form of at least one individually
housed light-emitting diode or in the form of at least one LED
chip. A plurality of LED chips can be mounted on a common
substrate (“submount™). The at least one light-emitting diode
can be equipped with at least one suitable and/or common
optical system for beam guidance, for example, a Fresnel
lens, a collimator or the like. In place of, or in addition to
inorganic light-emitting diodes, for example, based on InGaN
or AllnGaP, in general, organic LEDs (OLEDs, for example,
polymer OLEDs) can be used. Alternatively, the at least one
light source can comprise, for example, the least one diode
laser or other laser. The laser is preferably a semiconductor
laser.

In one embodiment, at least one light source and/or a
control apparatus (e.g. a driver for the at least one light
source) is arranged in the base. The light source and the
control apparatus can be grouped together in a primary light
generating unit which is then arranged in the base. By this
means, a particularly compact projection device is provided
which, in particular, can be operated independently and in
stand-alone operation.

Alternatively, the at least one light source and/or the con-
trol apparatus (e.g. grouped together to a primary light gen-
erating device) can be arranged remotely from the base and
connected, for example, by means of a light guide, particu-
larly an optical waveguide, to the projection device, in par-
ticular to the base thereof. This arrangement may be advan-
tageous, for example, for operating lamps for medical
applications, since in this way, interfering radiation generated
by operation of the light source and/or of the control appara-
tus can be kept away by a remote arrangement of the primary
light generating unit outside an operating theater. The pri-
mary light generating unit in automobile applications can also
be arranged, for example, in a luggage space or engine com-
partment remote from a vehicle headlamp, or the like.

The primary light generating unit can also be provided and
arranged for connection to a plurality of projection devices.

In a further embodiment, the support is rotatable relative to
the base in a first plane and also relative to the projection head
in a plane perpendicular thereto. By this means, the projection
head can be oriented in any desired spatial angle. The rotation
ability can be achieved, for example, through the use of an
open rotation joint in each case.

In a further embodiment, the light guide system comprises
at least one mirror in the support.

In a development, the light guide system comprises at least
one beam-shaping optical element in the support, in particular
at least one lens.
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In a further embodiment, the light guide system comprises
atleast one optical waveguide in the support. In particular, the
light guide system in the support can comprise precisely one
optical waveguide which extends between an optical inter-
face or transition, for example, to the base and an optical
interface or transition to the projection head. By this means, a
light guide system is made possible which is particularly
simple to implement and is also robust.

In a further embodiment, the projection head has at least
one dichroic mirror which directs at least part of the light from
the support incident in the projection head to the at least one
wavelength-converting luminophore, wherein the at least one
dichroic mirror is transparent to the light which is wave-
length-converted by the luminophore.

Therefore, by simple means, at least part of the original
light can be directed onto the luminophore and the wave-
length-converted light can be emitted again or decoupled with
only small losses.

In a further embodiment, the projection head comprises at
least one micromirror which directs at least part of the light
falling from the support into the projection head onto the at
least one wavelength-converting luminophore, the micromir-
ror being arranged in a wavelength-converted light beam
radiated back from the associated luminophore. This arrange-
ment has the advantage that the light loss is very small. A
proportion of the original light provided for a wavelength-
conversion by the pre-determined luminophore can therefore
be (strongly) focused onto the micromirror, for example, by
means of a corresponding upstream lens. The micromirror
can, in particular, broaden and deflect the light beam falling
thereon onto the luminophore. The luminophore absorbs the
original light and initially at least partially emits a wave-
length-converted light. The wavelength-converted light is
bundled into a light beam which has a significantly larger
beam cross-section than a surface of the micromirror pro-
jected in the beam direction. The beam cross-section of the
wavelength-converting light beam, at least at the location of
the micromirror, can be at least 5 times, particularly at least 10
times, particularly at least 20 times, greater than the area of
the micromirror projected in the beam direction.

In a further embodiment, a pre-determined proportion of
the (original) light fed into the projection head is not directed
to the at least one luminophore, but is emitted directly, and
unconverted, out of the projection head or out of the light
outlet aperture thereof. By this means, a spectral component
of the original light emitted from the projection head can be
adjusted with a high degree of accuracy and, consequently
also, an overall color location of the mixed light generated
from the original light and the wavelength-converted light.
For example, the light source can emit blue light and the
luminophore can convert blue light into yellow light, so that a
white mixed light composed of blue and yellow spectral com-
ponents is emitted from the projection head.

In a further embodiment, a plurality of wavelength-con-
verting luminophores which convert incident light into light
of a respective different wavelength is accommodated in the
projection head. In this way, a particularly large color space
(gamut) can be covered.

For example, an originally blue light beam can remain
partially unchanged, partially converted by a blue/red con-
verting luminophore into red light (for example, by means of
a dichroic mirror deflecting blue light and allowing red light
through, or a suitably arranged micromirror) and partially
converted by a blue/green-converting luminophore into green
light (for example, by means of a blue light-deflecting and
green light-transmitting dichroic mirror or a suitably
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arranged micromirror). In this way, a mixed light can be
generated within the RGB color space.

In a further embodiment, a plurality of wavelength-con-
verting luminophores is accommodated in the projection
head and only wavelength-converted light can be emitted
from the head. In this way, for example, a UV light source can
also be used. The UV light emitted from the UV light source
can be converted into visible light, for example, by means of
suitable luminophores, for example, into blue and yellow
light or into red, blue and green light.

In a further embodiment, a light guide rod is arranged in
front of at least one luminophore. The light guide rod can
serve as a collimator for generating an essentially parallel
beam shape along the longitudinal axis thereof, so that light
which is emitted, initially non-aligned, from the luminophore
or luminophore volume becomes aligned. By this means,
light from the projection head can be emitted in a well defined
ray beam. The light guide rod can also serve as a light mixing
rod.

The light guide rod can be arranged, for example, between
a dichroic mirror or a micromirror, on one side, and the
luminophore irradiated thereby, on the other side.

In a further embodiment, the at least one luminophore is
mounted at an end face of the light guide rod. By this means,
particularly effective light coupling from the luminophore
into the light guide rod can be achieved. The original light can
be fed in and the wavelength-converted light can be emitted at
the other cover face or end face of the light guide rod.

In a development, the luminophores are arranged at a rotat-
ing disk. Thus, the mixed light can be generated by a rotation
of the disk at a pre-determined rotary speed and, depending
on the spectral component, with sectors of different lengths
laden with different luminophores. In a development, the
luminophores are arranged on a strip or the like, capable of
linear movement. Thus the mixed light can be generated by
displacement of the strip at a pre-determined cycle rate and,
depending on the spectral component, can also be generated
with sectors having different lengths and different lumino-
phores. The original light can be radiated back by the disk or
strip (reflecting mode) or can pass through the disk or the strip
(transmitting mode). For example, in reflecting mode, a spec-
tral component of the original light can be mixed in by means
of a reflecting sector and, in transmitting mode, by means of
a transparent sector.

The projection device can be, for example, a lamp for room
illumination. The projection device can also be used as a
beamer. The projection device can also be provided for use in
the “entertainment sector”, for example, as a “moving head”
spotlight. The projection device can also be used as an auto-
mobile headlamp, in particular for or as an AFL. (Adaptive
Forward Lighting) system/AFS (Adaptive Forwardlighting
System). The projection device can also be used as an oper-
ating light. However, the invention is not restricted to the
named uses and areas of use.

In general, although particularly also in a use as a moving-
head spotlight or automobile headlamp, the projection device
can be adjustable by a motor. In particular, for this purpose,
the joints between the base and the support and/or between
the support and the projection head can be coupled to suitable
actuating motors. The support can be configured in a plurality
of parts with joints, particularly movable by motors, between
the parts.

Another aspect of the invention is directed to a method for
operating a projection device, wherein the method comprises
at least the following steps:

feeding light into a support which is rotatably connected to

a base;
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conducting the light through the support;

transmitting the light fed into the support to a projection
head which is rotatably connected to the support;

conversion, in the projection head, of at least part of the
light transmitted into the projection head into at least one
wavelength-converted light, and

output of at least the wavelength-converted light from the

projection head.

The output of at least the wavelength-converted light from
the projection head can comprise output of only the wave-
length-converted light, for example, if the light fed in is UV
light. The light output or emitted from the projection head can
be, in particular, a mixed light.

The output of at least the wavelength-converted light from
the projection head can comprise output of wavelength-con-
verted light and a portion of the light not directed to a lumi-
nophore, for example, if the light fed in is blue light. The light
emitted from the projection head can be, in particular, a mixed
light.

The output of at least the wavelength-converted light can
comprise output of light of one wavelength (corresponding,
for example, to a conversion at a luminophore) or light of a
plurality of wavelengths (corresponding, for example, to con-
version at a plurality of luminophores).

In one embodiment, the method comprises at least the
following steps:

generating light in the base of the projection device;

transmitting the light generated in the base to the support

rotatably connected to the base;
passing the light through the support;
transmitting the light conducted in the support to a projec-
tion head rotatably connected to the support;

conversion, in the projection head, of at least part of the
light transmitted into the projection head into at least one
wavelength-converted light, and

output of at least the wavelength-converted light from the

projection head.

In a further embodiment, the conversion step comprises the
following steps:

irradiation, with at least part of the light transmitted into the

projection head, of at least one dichroic mirror or micro-
mirror, the mirror deflecting the light fed in to at least
one luminophore, and

generation of wavelength-converted light by means of the

at least one luminophore.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For the sake of clarity, the same or similarly acting ele-
ments are identified with the same reference signs In the
drawings.

FIG. 1 is a structural sketch of a projection device accord-
ing to a first embodiment; and

FIG. 2 is an illustration of parts of a projection device
according to a second embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows, in schematic form, a projection device 1
comprising a base in the form of a (stand) foot 2, a support 3
and a projection head 4. The foot 2 carries the support 3 and
the projection head 4. The projection device 1 is therefore
supported by means of the foot 2. Arranged within the foot 2
is a light source in the form of a laser 5, for example, a
semiconductor laser. The laser 5 is controlled by a control unit
5a, which together form a primary light generating unit 5, Sa.
The primary light generating unit can be a prefabricated unit.
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The light L emitted by the laser 5 is focused onto a deflection
mirror 7 in the foot 2 by means of a lens 6. The deflection
mirror 7 directs the light L. falling thereon onto a further lens
8 of the foot 2, said lens suitably forming the light beam for
emergence from the foot 2 and for entry into the support 3.

The foot 2 and the support 3 are connected to one another
via a pivot joint 9 which is rotatable in a first pivot plane (for
example, an X-y plane). The pivot joint 9 is configured open,
so that a light beam is able to pass from the foot 2 into the
support 3 through the pivot joint 9.

Inthe support 3, the light beam entering or incident through
the pivot joint 9 is initially deflected by means of a lens 10
onto a first deflection mirror 11 of the support 3 and from
there, is further deflected by a lens 12 and a lens 13 onto a
second deflection mirror 14. The second deflection mirror 14,
in turn, directs the light incident thereon through two lenses
15 and 16 onto a third deflection mirror 17, the deflection
mirror 17 emitting the light L through a further lens 18 out of
the support 3.

More precisely expressed, the light I emerges out of the
support 3 through a further pivot joint 19 into the projection
head 4. The pivot joint 19 is also configured as an open pivot
joint so that the light beam from the support 3 is able to pass
through the pivot joint 19 into the projection head 4. A (sec-
ond) pivot plane of the pivot joint 19 (for example, a z-plane)
is arranged essentially perpendicular to the (first) pivot plane
of the pivot joint 9. In other words, the pivot axes of the two
pivot joints 9, 19 are also oriented perpendicular to one
another. By this means, the projection head 4 can be oriented
in essentially all spatial directions.

The (original) light L entering into the projection head 4
from the support 3 impinges at least partially on a dichroic
mirror 20 and is thereby deflected through a light guide rod 21
which can be made, for example, of acrylic glass, onto a
luminophore 22 or onto a luminophore volume. The lumino-
phore 22 can be applied, in particular, to the lower cover face
or the end face of the light guide rod 21, so that a particularly
effective coupling-in and coupling-out of light is produced.

The original light impinging upon the luminophore 22 is at
least partially absorbed and re-emitted as light of a different
wavelength. The re-emitted wavelength-converted light is
collimated by the light guide rod 21 and emitted onto the
dichroic mirror 20. The light guide rod 21 thus serves, firstly,
for beam formation and, secondly, as a collimator.

The wavelength-converted light falling on the dichroic
mirror 20 is allowed through and is output from the projection
head 4 by means of an output optical system 23 which can
comprise, for example, a focusing lens system.

The projection head 4 can, in particular, be configured so as
to comprise a plurality of luminophores or luminophore vol-
umes which can wavelength-convert the original light or the
already wavelength-converted light. Each of said different
luminophores can be associated with a light guide rod. For
example, the laser 5 can be a UV laser, the light from which is
directed to three different luminophores in the projection
head, where the UV light is converted to red, green or blue
light. In this case, the associated dichroic mirrors are not
transparent for the UV light, but only for the visible light
re-emitted from the respective luminophores.

Alternatively, the light generated by the laser 5 can be
visible light, for example, blue light. This original light can be
converted in the projection head at least partially into a light
of another wavelength. In particular, part of the original light
radiated out of the support 3 into the projection head 4 can be
emitted to the output optical system 23, without previously
being directed toward a luminophore. In this way, a mixed
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light emerges from the output optical system 23 comprising
wavelength-converted light and the coupled-out original
light.

The luminophore 22 (or plurality of luminophores) can be

cooled, specifically actively (for example, by means of a 5

ventilator or a heat pipe) or passively (for example, by means
of'a connection to a cooling body). By means of the cooling,
heating of the luminophore 22 takes place due to Stokes
losses caused by the wavelength-conversion, so that a wave-
length shift brought about by this heating can also be limited.

FIG. 2 shows a lateral sectional view of a projection device
24 according to a second embodiment. Said projection device
24 has, in the projection head 27 thereof, in place of the
dichroic mirror 20, a micromirror 26 in front of which, seen
from the direction of the support 3, a strongly refractive lens
25 is arranged within the projection head 27. The micromirror
26 has a very small area and deflects the original light L,
which is strongly focused thereon by the lens 25, through the
light guide rod 21 onto the luminophore 22.

The wavelength-converted light created by the lumino-
phore 22 is collimated by the light guide rod 21 and emerges
essentially from the whole width of the upper end surface
210. The beam diameter of the wavelength-converted light
beam Lw is significantly larger than an area of the micromir-
ror 26 projected in the beam direction. The micromirror 26
therefore does not shade the wavelength-converted light
beam Lw significantly. The wavelength-converted light beam
Lw can thus pass essentially undimmed through the final
optical system 23.

Here also, part of the original light beam L. can be coupled
out in advance, particularly before entry into the strongly
refracting lens 25, in order also to be able to pass through the
final optical system 23 and thus to be able to create a suitable
mixed light. However, it is also possible, for example, to
adjust a density and/or a thickness of the luminophore 22 so
that the luminophore 22 wavelength-converts only a defined
portion of the original light beam L incident thereon and
consequently an already mixed light emerges from the upper
end face 210 of the light guide rod 21, comprising a defined
proportion of the original light and of the wavelength-con-
verted light. The luminophore 22 can, in particular, be a
blue/yellow converting luminophore, whereas the original
light beam is a blue light beam. The resulting blue/yellow
mixed light can then, in particular, be white light.

The present invention is not restricted to the exemplary
embodiments shown. For example, at the end of the light
guide rod or the plurality of light guide rods, a linearly or
rotationally moving luminophore carrier can be arranged for
actively changing the currently irradiated luminophore and
thus for changing an overall color location of the light emitted
from the projector head 4. In place of the light guide rod
(collimator/light mixing rod), a lens of high refractive index
can also be used.

Very generally, in place of singular optical elements such
as lenses and mirrors, the beam guidance system can at least
partially comprise and/or use a light guide body, such as an
optical waveguide.

The scope of protection of the invention is not limited to the
examples given hereinabove. The invention is embodied in
each novel characteristic and each combination of character-
istics, which includes every combination of any features
which are stated in the claims, even if this feature or combi-
nation of features is not explicitly stated in the examples.

The invention claimed is:

1. A projection device, comprising a base, a support and a
projection head, the support being rotatable relative to the
base and relative to the projection head, wherein:

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

60

8

a light guide system is accommodated in the support,

at least one wavelength-converting luminophore for con-
verting at least part of a light beam generated by the at
least one light source is accommodated in the projection
head, and
the projection head comprises at least one micromirror
which directs at least part of the light falling from the
support into the projection head onto the at least one
wavelength-converting luminophore, the micromirror
being arranged in a wavelength-converted light beam
radiated back from the associated luminophore.
2. The projection device as claimed in claim 1, at least one
primary light generating unit being accommodated in the
base.
3. The projection device as claimed in claim 1, the support
being rotatable relative to the base in a first plane and relative
to the projection head in a plane perpendicular thereto.
4. The projection device as claimed in claim 1, the light
guide system comprising at least one mirror in the support.
5. The projection device as claimed in claim 1, the light
guide system comprising at least one optical waveguide in the
support.
6. The projection device as claimed in claim 1, the projec-
tion head comprising at least one dichroic mirror which
directs at least part of the light from the support fed into the
projection head to the at least one wavelength-converting
luminophore, wherein the at least one dichroic mirror is trans-
parent to the light which is wavelength-converted by the
luminophore.
7. The projection device as claimed in claim 1, a plurality
of wavelength-converting luminophores which convert inci-
dent light into light of a respective different wavelength being
accommodated in the projection head.
8. The projection device as claimed in claim 7, wherein a
plurality of wavelength-converting luminophores is accom-
modated in the projection head and only wavelength-con-
verted light can be emitted from the projection head.
9. The projection device as claimed in claim 1, a light guide
rod being arranged in front of at least one luminophore.
10. The projection device as claimed in claim 9, the at least
one luminophore being mounted at an end face of the light
guide rod.
11. The projection device as claimed in claim 1, the lumi-
nophores being arranged on a rotating disk or on a linearly
movable strip.
12. The projection device as claimed in claim 1, the pro-
jection device being configured as a room illumination unit, a
beamer, a moving-head spotlight, an automobile headlamp or
as an operating light.
13. A method for operating a projection device, comprising
at least the following steps:
feeding light into a support which is rotatably connected to
a base;

conducting the light through the support;

transmitting the light fed into the support to a projection
head which is rotatably connected to the support;

conversion, with at least one wavelength-converting lumi-
nophore accommodated in the projection head, of at
least part of the light transmitted into the projection head
into at least one wavelength-converted light;
directing, with at least one micromirror in the projection
head, at least part of the light fed from the support into
the projection head onto the at least one wavelength-
converting luminophore, the at least one micromirror
being arranged in a wavelength-converted light beam
radiated back from the associated luminophore, and

output of at least the wavelength-converted light from the
projection head.
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