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1
ADJUSTABLE COLOR SOLID STATE
LIGHTING

BACKGROUND

The following relates to the illumination arts, lighting arts,
and related arts.

Solid state lighting devices include light emitting diodes
(LEDs), organic light emitting diodes (OLEDs), semiconduc-
tor laser diodes, or so forth. While adjustable color solid state
lighting devices are illustrated as examples herein, the adjust-
able color control techniques and apparatuses disclosed
herein are readily applied to other types of multicolor light
sources, such as incandescent light sources (for example,
incandescent Christmas tree lights), incandescent, halogen,
or other spotlight sources (for example, stage lights in which
selectively applied spotlights illuminate a stage), or so forth.

In solid state lighting devices including a plurality of LEDs
of different colors, control of both intensity and color is
commonly achieved using pulse width modulation (PWM).
For example, Chliwnyj et al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,924,784 dis-
closes independent microprocessor-based PWM control of
two or more different light emitting diode sources of different
colors to generate light simulating a flame. Such PWM con-
trol is well known, and indeed commercial PWM controllers
have long been available specifically for driving LEDs. See,
e.g., Motorola Semiconductor Technical Data Sheet for
MC68HCO05D9 8-bit microcomputer with PWM outputs and
LED drive (Motorola Ltd., 1990). In PWM, a train of pulses
is applied at a fixed frequency, and the pulse width (that is, the
time duration of the pulse) is modulated to control the time-
integrated power applied to the light emitting diode. Accord-
ingly, the time-integrated applied power is directly propor-
tional to the pulse width, which can range between 0% duty
cycle (no power applied) to 100% duty cycle (power applied
during the entire period).

Existing PWM illumination control has certain disadvan-
tages. They introduce a highly non-uniform load on the power
supply. For example, if the illumination source includes red,
blue, and green illumination channels and driving all three
channels simultaneously consumes 100% power, then at any
given time the power output may be 0%, 33%, 66%, or 100%,
and the power output may cycle between two, three, or all four
of these levels during each pulse width modulation period.
Such power cycling is stressful for the power supply, and
dictates using a power supply with switching speeds fast
enough to accommodate the rapid power cycling. Addition-
ally, the power supply must be large enough to supply the full
100% power, even though that amount of power is consumed
only part of the time.

Power variations during PWM may be avoided by divert-
ing current of each “oft” channel through a “dummy load”
resistor. However, the diverted current does not contribute to
light output and hence introduces substantial power ineffi-
ciency.

Existing PWM control systems are also problematic as
relating to feedback control. To provide feedback control of a
color-adjustable illumination source employing existing
PWM techniques, the power level of each of the red, green,
and blue channels must be independently measured. This
typically dictates the use of three different light sensors each
having a narrow spectral receive window centered at the
respective red, green, and blue wavelengths. If further divi-
sion of the spectrum is desired, then the problem then
becomes very expensive to solve. If for instance a five channel
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system has two colors that are very close to one another, only
a very narrow band detector is able to detect variations
between the two sources.

BRIEF SUMMARY

In some illustrative embodiments disclosed herein, an
adjustable color light source comprises: a light source having
different channels for generating illumination of different
channel colors corresponding to the different channels; and
anelectrical power supply selectively energizing the channels
using time division multiplexing to generate illumination of a
selected time averaged color.

In some illustrative embodiments disclosed herein, an
adjustable color light generation method comprises: generat-
ing a drive electrical current; energizing a selected channel of
a multi-channel light source using the generated drive elec-
trical current; cycling the energizing amongst channels of the
multi-channel light source fast enough to substantially sup-
press visually perceptible flicker due to the cycling; and con-
trolling a time division of the cycling to generate a selected
time averaged color.

In some illustrative embodiments disclosed herein, an
adjustable color light source comprises: a plurality of illumi-
nation channels for generating illumination of different chan-
nel colors; and an electrical power supply cycling an electri-
cal drive current amongst the plurality of illumination
channels to generate illumination of a selected time averaged
color, the cycling being non-overlapping in that exactly one
illumination channel is driven by the electrical drive current at
any point in the cycling.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention may take form in various components and
arrangements of components, and in various process opera-
tions and arrangements of process operations. The drawings
are only for purposes of illustrating preferred embodiments
and are not to be construed as limiting the invention.

FIG. 1 diagrammatically illustrates an illumination sys-
tem.

FIG. 2 diagrammatically illustrates a timing diagram for
the R/G/B switch of the illumination system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 diagrammatically illustrates the energy meter of the
illumination system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 diagrammatically illustrates the color controller of
the illumination system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 diagrammatically illustrates the current controller
of the illumination system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 diagrammatically illustrates an electrical circuit of
another adjustable color illumination system.

FIG. 7 diagrammatically illustrates a timing diagram for
operation of the adjustable color illumination system of FIG.
6.

FIG. 8 diagrammatically illustrates a flow chart for opera-
tion of the adjustable color illumination system of FIG. 6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

With reference to FIG. 1, a solid state lighting system
includes a light source 10 having a plurality of red, green, and
blue light emitting diodes (LEDs). The red LEDs are electri-
cally interconnected (circuitry not shown) to be driven by a
red input line R. The green LEDs are electrically intercon-
nected (circuitry not shown) to be driven by a green input line
G. The blue LEDs are electrically interconnected (circuitry
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not shown) to be driven by a blue input line B. The light source
10 is an illustrative example; in general the light source can be
any multi-color light source having sets of solid state light
sources electrically interconnected to define different color
channels. In some embodiments, for example, the red, green,
and blue LEDs are arranged as red, green, and blue LED
strings. Moreover, the different colors can be other than red,
green, and blue, and there can be more or fewer than three
different color channels. For example, in some embodiments
a blue channel and a yellow channel are provided, which
enables generation of various different colors that span a
color range less than that of a full-color RGB light source, but
including a “whitish” color achievable by suitable blending of
the blue and yellow channels. The individual LEDs are dia-
grammatically shown as black, gray, and white dots in the
light source 10 of FIG. 1. The LEDs can be semiconductor-
based LEDs (optionally including integral phosphor), organic
LEDs (sometimes represented in the art by the acronym
OLED), semiconductor laser diodes, or so forth.

The light source 10 is driven by a constant current power
source 12. By “constant current” it is meant that the power
source 12 outputs a constant rms (root-mean-square) current.
In some embodiments the constant rms current is a constant
d.c. current. However, the constant rms current can be a
sinusoidal current with a constant rms value, or so forth. The
“constant current” is optionally adjustable, but it is to be
understood that the current output by the constant current
power source 12 is not cycled rapidly as is the case for PWM.
The output of the constant current power source 12 is input to
a R/G/B switch 14 which acts as a demultiplexer or one-to-
three switch to channel the constant current into one, and only
one, of the three color channels R, G, B at any given time.

The basic concept of the color control achieved using the
constant current power source 12 and the R/G/B switch 14 is
illustrated by a timing diagram shown in FIG. 2. The switch-
ing of the R/G/B switch 14 is performed over a time interval
T, which is divided into three time sub-intervals defined by
fractional periods f,xT, f,xT, and f;xT where f, +f,+f;=1 and
accordingly the three time periods obey the relationship
£, xT+,xT+£;xT=T. A color controller 16 outputs a control
signal indicating the fractional periods f,xT, f,xT, and f;xT.
For example, the color controller 16 may, in an illustrative
embodiment, output a two-bit digital signal having value “00”
indicating the fractional time period f; xT, and switching to a
value “01” to indicate the fractional time period f,xT, and
switching to a value “10” to indicate the fractional time period
f;xT, and switching back to “00” to indicate the next occur-
rence of the fractional time period f, xT, and so on. In other
embodiments, the control signal can be an analog control
signal (e.g., O volts, 0.5 volts, and 1.0 volts indicating the first,
second, and third fractional time periods, respectively) or can
take another format. As yet another illustrative approach, the
control signal can indicate transitions between fractional time
periods, rather than holding a constant value indicative of
each time period. In this latter approach, the R/G/B switch 14
is merely configured to switch from one channel to the next
when it receives a control pulse, and the color controller 16
outputs a control pulse at each transition from one fractional
time period to the next fractional time period.

During the first fractional time period f;xT the R/G/B
switch 14 is set to flow the constant current from the constant
current power source 12 into a first one of the color channels
(for example, into the red channel R). As a result, the light
source 10 generates only red light during the first fractional
time period f;xT. During the second fractional time period
f,xT the R/G/B switch 14 is set to flow the constant current
from the constant current power source 12 into a second one
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of'the color channels (for example, into the green channel G).
As a result, the light source 10 generates only green light
during the second fractional time period f,xT. During the
third fractional time period f;xT the R/G/B switch 14 is set to
flow the constant current from the constant current power
source 12 into a third one of the color channels (for example,
into the blue channel B). As a result, the light source 10
generates only blue light during the third fractional time
period f;xT. As indicated in F1G. 2, this cycle repeats with the
time period T.

The time period T is selected to be shorter than the flicker
fusion threshold, which is defined herein as the period below
which the flickering caused by the light color switching
becomes substantially visually imperceptible, such that the
light is visually perceived as a substantially constant blended
color. That is, T is selected to be short enough that the human
eye blends the light output during the fractional time intervals
f,xT, £,xT, and f5xT so that the human eye perceives a uni-
form blended color. Insofar as PWM also is based on the
concept of visual blending of rapidly cycled light of different
colors, the period T should be comparable to the pulse period
used in PWM which is also below the flicker fusion threshold,
for example below about V1o second, and preferably below
about 24 second, and more preferably below about Y40 sec-
ond, or still shorter. A lower limit on the time period T is
imposed by the switching speed of the R/G/B switch 14,
which can be quite fast since its operation does not entail
changing current levels (as is the case for PWM).

Quantitatively, the color can be computed as follows. The
total energy of red light output by the red LEDs during the first
fractional time interval f;xT is given by a,xf;xT; the total
energy of green light output by the green LEDs during the
second fractional time interval f,xT is given by a,xf,xT; and
the total energy of blue light output by the blue LEDs during
the third fractional time interval £;xT is given by a,xf;xT;
where the constants a,, a,, a; are indicative of the relative
efficiencies of the sets of red, green, and blue LEDs, respec-
tively. For example, if for a given electrical current the light
energy output by the set of red LEDs equals the light energy
output by the set of green LEDs equals the light energy output
by the set of blue LEDs, then a proportionality of a,:a,:a; is
appropriate. On the other hand, ifthe set of blue LEDs outputs
twice as much light for a given electrical current level as
compared with the other sets of LEDs, then a proportionality
of 2xa,:2xa,:a; is appropriate. Optionally, the constants a,,
a,, a5 represent the relative visually perceived brightness lev-
els, rather than the relative photometric energy levels. The
color is determined by the proportionality of the red, green,
and blue light energy outputs, i.e. by the proportionality of
a,xf; xT:a,xf,xT:a;xtix T or more simply a, xf; :a,xf,: a;xf5.
For example, in illustrative FIG. 2 f,:f,:f; is 2:3:1 which
(taking a,=a,=a, for simplicity) means that the relative ratio
of red:green:blue is 2:3:1. If the fractional periods had pro-
portionality f,:f,:f;=1:1:1 then (again taking a,=a,=a, for
simplicity) the light output would be visually perceived as an
equal blending ofred, green, and blue light, which is to say the
light output would be white light.

Advantageously, the current output by the constant current
power source 12 into the light source 10 remains the same at
all times. In other words, from the viewpoint of the constant
current power source 12, it is outputting a constant current to
the load comprising the components 10, 14.

In some embodiments the switching between fractional
time periods performed by the color controller 16 is done in
an open-loop fashion, that is, without reliance upon optical
feedback. In these embodiments, a look-up table, stored
mathematical curves, or other stored information associates
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values of proportionality of the fractional ratios f,:f,:f; with
various colors. For example, if a,=a,=a; then the values
f,=t,=f,=V4 is suitably associated with the “color” white.

With continuing reference to FIG. 1 and with further ref-
erence to FIGS. 3 and 4, in other embodiments the color is
optionally controlled using optical feedback as follows. A
photosensor 20 monitors the light power output by the light
source 10. The photosensor 20 is of sufficiently broad wave-
length to sense any of the red, green, or blue light. For sim-
plicity, it is assumed herein that the photosensor 20 has equal
sensitivity for red, green, and blue light—if this is not the
case, it is straightforward to incorporate a suitable scaling
factor to compensate for spectral sensitivity differences. FIG.
3 illustrates a suitable optical power measurement process
performed by aR, G, B energy meter 22. At a start 30 of a first
color fractional period (i.e., the start of the fractional period
f,xT), an optical power measurement is initiated. The mea-
sured optical power is integrated 32 over the first fractional
period f; xT to generate a measured first color energy 34. Note
that because only one set of LEDs of a single color (e.g., red)
is operating during the first fractional period f; xT, the broad-
band photosensor 20 measures only red light during the time
interval of the integration 32. At a transition 40 to the second
fractional time interval f,xT, a second optical power integra-
tion 42 is initiated which extends over the second fractional
time period f,xT in order to generate a measured second color
energy 44. Again, because only one set of LEDs of a single
color (e.g., green) is operating during the second fractional
period f,xT, the broadband photosensor 20 measures only
green light during the time interval of the integration 42. Ata
transition 50 to the third fractional time interval f;xT, a third
optical power integration 52 is initiated which extends over
the third fractional time period f;xT in order to generate a
measured third color energy 54. Yet again, because only one
set of LEDs of a single color (e.g., blue) is operating during
the third fractional period f;xT, the broadband photosensor
20 measures only blue light during the time interval of the
integration 52.

Thus, it is seen that the single broadband photosensor 20 is
capable of generating all three of the measured first color
energy 34, the measured second color energy 44, and the
measured third color energy 54. This is achieved because the
control system 12, 14, 16 ensures that only a single set of
LEDs of a single color are operational at any given time. In
contrast, with existing PWM system two or more sets of
LEDs of different colors may be operational at the same time,
which then dictates that different narrowband photosensors
centered on the different colors are used to simultaneously
disambiguate and measure the light of the different colors.

With reference to FIG. 4, the color controller 16 suitably
uses the measured color energies 34, 44, 54 to implement
feedback color control as follows. The first measured color
energy 34 is denoted herein as E, . The second measured
color energy 44 is denoted herein as E, ,,. The third measured
color energy 34 is denoted herein as E, ;. The measured color
is then suitably represented by the ratio E,,:E,,:E, 5. The
measured color was achieved using a set of fractional time
intervals represented by the proportionality f,¢:f,¢:f,¢,
where the superscript (n) denotes the n” interval of time
period T during which the integrations 32, 42, 52 generated
the measured color energies 34, 44, 54.

A desired or setpoint color 60 is suitably represented by the
ratio E¢;:Eg,:E ;. A periods adjuster 62 computes adjusted of
fractional time intervals 64 represented herein by the propor-
tionality f,“*:f,"*V:£,¢D where the superscript (n+1)
denotes the next interval of time period T which is to be
divided into the subintervals f, “*"xT, £,¥*VxT, and f;"*"x
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T, subject to the constraint £,”*+£,"*P4f,"* D=1 Tt is also
known that f,“+£,%+f,%=1. The solution is suitably com-
puted using ratios, for example:

FimD )
Evi X —g
B _ h
Es» - fz(n+1) ’
(Em X =
12
(n+1) @
Ep X ]
Es1 _ ( ”
E_S3 = 3(n+1) >
Ens X —5
13
and
£ 3)
Enma X —5
Esp» 5
E_S3 = D)y
Ens X =5

which along with the relationship constraint £, **1 £,y
£,*Y=1 provides a set of equations in which all parameters
are known except the updated fractional time intervals f, **+1),
£,0 and £,%*" 64. The updated fractional time intervals
00 £, and £,%+1 64 are suitably computed by simul-
taneous solution of this set of Equations.

In other embodiments, iterative adjustments are used to
iteratively adjust the measured optical energies ratio E,;:
E, B, toward the color setpoint 60 given by the desired
energies ratio Eg :E,:Eg,. For example, in one iterative
approach whichever measured energy has the largest devia-
tion from its setpoint energy is adjusted proportionately. For
example, if the first measured energy 34 deviates most
strongly, then the adjustment f, “*"=(E, /E, ,, )xf, " is made.
The remaining two fractional time intervals are then adjusted
to ensure the condition f, “*V4£, ™+ Df, 1= is satisfied.
This adjustment is repeated for each time interval T to itera-
tively adjust toward the setpoint color 60.

These are merely illustrative examples, and other algo-
rithms can be used to adjust the fractions f;, f,, f; based on the
feedback measured color energies 34, 44, 54 to achieve the
setpoint color 60. Moreover, in some embodiments the inte-
grators 32, 42, 52 are omitted and instead the instantaneous
power is measured using the photosensor 20. The energy is
then calculated by multiplying the instantaneous power times
the fractional time interval f;xT (for the first fractional time
interval), assuming that the measured instantaneous power is
constant over the fractional time interval. Moreover, in some
embodiments the measured color energy is represented not as
a photometric value but rather as a visually perceived bright-
ness level, by scaling the photometric values measured by the
photosensor 20 by the optical response, which is known to be
spectrally varying. As used herein, “color energy” is intended
to encompass either photometric values or visually perceived
brightness levels.

The constant current power source 12 generates a constant
current on the timescale of the time interval T for cycling the
R/G/B switch 14. However, it is contemplated to adjust the
electrical current level to achieve overall intensity variation
for the adjustable color light source 10. Such adjustment is
suitably performed using a current controller 70 in an open-
loop fashion, in which the electrical current level is set in an
open-loop fashion using a manual current control dial input,
anautomatically controlled electrical signal input, or so forth.
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Note that because the color control operates on a ratio basis
(even when using optional optical feedback as described with
reference to FIGS. 3 and 4), adjustment of the current level of
the constant current source on a time scale substantially larger
than the time interval T for the R/G/B cycling has little or no
impact the color control.

With continuing reference to FIG. 1 and with further ref-
erence to FIG. 5, in some embodiments, it is contemplated for
the current controller 70 to operate in an optical feedback-
controlled mode to achieve a light intensity output corre-
sponding to a setpoint intensity E_, 72. In the illustrated
feedback-controlled intensity approach, the feedback mea-
sured color energies 34, 44, 54 are summed together by an
adder 74 to generate a total measured energy E,, 76 that is
input to a current adjuster 78 that adjusts the electrical current
level 80 of the constant current power source 12 to achieve or
approximate the condition E__=E, .. The current adjuster 78
can, for example, employ a digital proportional-integral-de-
rivative (PID) control algorithm to adjust the electrical cur-
rent level 80.

The illustrated embodiments include three color channels,
namely R, G, B. However, more or fewer channels can be
employed. For n=1, . . ., N channels where N is a positive
integer and N>1, the time interval T is divided into N time
intervals f;xT, . . ., fuxT under the condition f;+ . . . +f,~=1
where the fractions f}, . . ., fy are all positive values in the
interval [0,1], and the switch 14 is a one-to-N switch.

In the case in which one of the channels is to be off entirely,
that is, £,=0, this can be achieved either by having the switch
14 bypass that color channel entirely, or by setting £ =0 where
d is a value sufficiently small that the color corresponding to
f,=0 is not visually perceived.

The term “color” as used herein is to be broadly construed
as any visually perceptible color. The term “color” is to be
construed as including white, and is not to be construed as
limited to primary colors. The term “color” may refer, for
example, to an LED that outputs two or more distinct spectral
peaks (for example, an LED package including red and yel-
low LEDs to achieve an orange-like color having distinct red
and yellow spectral peaks). The term “color” may refer, for
example, to an LED that outputs a broad spectrum of light,
such as an LED package including a broadband phosphor that
is excited by electroluminescence from a semiconductor chip.
An “adjustable color light source” as used herein is to be
broadly construed as any light source that can selectively
output light of different spectra. An adjustable color light
source is not limited to a light source providing full color
selection. For example, in some embodiments an adjustable
color light source may provide only white light, but the white
light is adjustable in terms of color temperature, color ren-
dering characteristics, or so forth.

With reference to FIGS. 6-8, another illustrative embodi-
ment is shown as an example. FIG. 6 shows an adjustable
color light source in the form of a set of three series-connected
strings S1, S2, S3 of five LEDs each. The first string S1
includes three LEDs emitting at a peak wavelength of about
617 nm, corresponding to a shallow red, and two additional
LEDs emitting at a peak wavelength of about 627 nm, corre-
sponding to a deeper red. The second string S2 includes five
LEDs emitting at 530 nm, corresponding to green. The third
string S3 includes four LEDs emitting at a peak wavelength of
about 590 nm, corresponding to amber, and one additional
LED emitting at a peak wavelength of about 455 nm, corre-
sponding to blue. Drive and control circuitry includes a con-
stant current source CC and three transistors with inputs R1,
G1, B1 arranged to block or allow current flow through the
first, second, and third LED strings S1, S2, S3, respectively.
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Additionally, a transistor with input R2 enables the two
deeper red (627 nm) LEDs to be selectively shunted, while a
transistor with input B2 enables the blue (455 nm) LED to be
selectively shunted. An operational state table for the adjust-
able color light source of FIG. 6 is given in Table 1. Note that
the channel color listed for each channel is qualitative, and
may be subjectively adjudged differently by different observ-
ers. The operational control is configured such that only one
of'the three LED strings S1, S2, S3 is driven at any given time;
accordingly, the same current flows through the 617 nm LEDs
of string S1 regardless of whether the R2 transistor is in the
conducting or nonconducting state; and similarly the same
current flows through the 590 nm LEDs of string S3 regard-
less of whether the B2 transistor is in the conducting or
nonconducting state.

TABLE 1
Fractional Channel
Time Conducting Channel Illumination Color
Period  transistors Peak Wavelength(s) (Qualitative)
T1 R1 and R2 617 nm Red
T2 R1 617 nm and 627 nm Deep red
T3 Gl 530 nm Green
T4 B1 590 nm and 455 nm Blue-amber
T5 Bl and B2 590 nm Amber

FIG. 7 plots the timing diagram for operation of the adjust-
able color illumination system of FIG. 6. The LED wave-
lengths or colors of the adjustable color illumination system
of FIG. 6 are not selected to provide adjustable full-color
illumination, but rather are selected to provide white light of
varying quality, for example warm white light (biased toward
the red) or cold white light (biased toward the blue). The
adjustable color illumination system of FIG. 6 has five color
channels as labeled in Table 1. In illustrative FIG. 7 the five
transistors are operated to provide a one-to-five switch oper-
ating over a time interval T which in FIG. 7 is Y/is0 sec (6.67
ms) in accordance with a selected time division of the time
interval T to generate white light with selected quality or
characteristics. The time interval T=V1so sec is shorter than
the flicker fusion threshold for a typical viewer. The time
interval T is time-division multiplexed into five fractional
time periods T1, T2, T3, T4, T5 where the five fractional time
periods T1, T2, T3, T4, T5 are non-overlapping and sum to the
time interval T, that is, T=T1+T2+T3+T4+T5. In the embodi-
ment of FIG. 7, the color energy measurement for each color
channel is acquired at an intermediate time substantially cen-
tered within each fractional time period, as indicated in FIG.
7 by the notations “E( . . . nm)” indicating the operating
wavelengths at each color energy measurement.

With reference to FIG. 8, a control process suitably imple-
mented by the control circuitry including the five transistors
shown in FIG. 6 is illustrated. At a starting time 100 existing
time values for the fractional time periods T1, T2, T3, T4, T5
are loaded 102 into a controller. This is followed by succes-
sive operations 104, 106, 108, 110, 112 initiate the five frac-
tional time periods T1, T2, T3, T4, T5 in succession and
perform energy measurements using a single photosensor. A
calculation block 114 uses the measurements to compute
updated values for the fractional time periods T1, T2, T3, T4,
T5. For example, the relationship [E1-T1)/[E2-T2]=C,,
where C,, is a constant reflecting the desired red/deep red
color ratio is suitably used to constrain the fractional time
periods T1 and T2; the relationship [E2-T2]/[E3-T3]=C,;
where C,; is a constant reflecting the desired deep red/green
color ratio is suitably used to constrain the fractional time
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periods T2 and T3; the relationship [E3-T3]/[E4-T4]=C;,
where C,, is a constant reflecting the desired green/blue-
amber color ratio is suitably used to constrain the fractional
time periods T3 and T4; and the relationship [E4-T4]/[ES-T5]
=C,5 where C,5 is a constant reflecting the desired blue-
amber/amber color ratio is suitably used to constrain the
fractional time periods T4 and T5. The calculation block 114
suitably simultaneously solves these four equations along
with the constraint T=T1+T2+T3+T4+T5 to obtain the
updated values for the fractional time periods T1, T2, T3, T4,
T5. In some embodiments, the calculation block 114 operates
in the background in an asynchronous fashion respective to
the cycling of the light source at the time interval T. To
accommodate such asynchronous operation, a decision block
120 monitors the calculation block 114 and continues to load
existing timing values 102 until the updated or new timing
values are output by the calculation block 114, at which time
the new timing values are loaded 122.

It will be appreciated from the example of FIGS. 6-8 that
the time-division multiplexing does not necessarily require
that the LEDs be allocated in an exclusive manner between
the fractional time periods. In the embodiment of FIGS. 6-8,
for example, the amber LEDs emitting at 590 nm are opera-
tional during both the fourth fractional time period T4 and the
fifth fractional time period T5. The embodiment of FIGS. 6-8
also illustrates that the color channels can correspond to dif-
ferent shades (e.g., shallow red versus deeper red), and that a
given color channel may emit light of two or more distinct
peaks at different colors (for example, during the fractional
time period T4 both amber light peaked at 590 nm and blue
light peaked at 455 nm are emitted).

The preferred embodiments have been illustrated and
described. Obviously, modifications and alterations will
occurto others upon reading and understanding the preceding
detailed description. It is intended that the invention be con-
strued as including all such modifications and alterations
insofar as they come within the scope of the appended claims
or the equivalents thereof.

The invention claimed is:

1. An adjustable color light source comprising:

a light source having different channels for generating
illumination of different channel colors corresponding
to the different channels; and

an electrical power supply selectively energizing the chan-
nels using time division multiplexing to generate illumi-
nation of a selected time-averaged color, the electrical
power supply including (i) a power source generating a
substantially constant rms drive current on a timescale
longer than a period T of the time division multiplexing
and (ii) circuitry that time division multiplexes the sub-
stantially constant rms drive current into selected ones of
the channels.

2. The adjustable color light source as set forth in claim 1,
wherein the circuitry drives precisely one of the channels with
the substantially constant rms drive current at any given time
during operation of the adjustable color light source.

3. The adjustable color light source as set forth in claim 2,
further comprising:

a current controller configured to communicate with the
power source to adjust a current level of the substantially
constant rms drive current.

4. The adjustable color light source as set forth in claim 1,
wherein the substantially constant rms drive current is a sub-
stantially constant d.c. drive current.

5. The adjustable color light source as set forth in claim 1,
further comprising:
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a photosensor arranged to measure light from the light
source, the photosensor being capable of measuring any
of the different channel colors corresponding to the dif-
ferent channels of the light source.

6. The adjustable color light source as set forth in claim 5,
wherein the color controller is configured to adjust the time
division based on feedback provided by the photosensor com-
pared with a setpoint color.

7. An adjustable color light source comprising:

a light source having different channels for generating
illumination of different channel colors corresponding
to the different channels;

an electrical power supply selectively energizing the chan-
nels using time division multiplexing to generate illumi-
nation of a selected time-averaged color;

a photosensor having a spectral response effective to mea-
sure any of the channel colors of the light source; and

an optical meter configured to estimate at least ratios of
optical energy output by the different channels during
the selective energizing based on optical power mea-
sured by the photosensor correlated with the time divi-
sion multiplexing.

8. An adjustable color source comprising:

a light source having different channels for generating
illumination of different channel colors corresponding
to the different channels, the light source including solid
state lighting devices grouped into N channels wherein
the solid state lighting devices of each channel are elec-
trically energized together when the channel is selec-
tively energized; and

an electrical power supply selectively energizing the chan-
nels using time division multiplexing to generate illumi-
nation of a selected time-averaged color, the electrical
power supply including (i) switching circuitry arranged
to energize a selected one of the N channels and (ii) a
color controller causing the switching circuitry to oper-
ate over a time interval T in accordance with a selected
time division of the time interval T to generate illumi-
nation of the selected time-averaged color, wherein the
time interval T is shorter than a flicker fusion threshold.

9. The adjustable color light source as set forth in claim 8,
wherein the solid state lighting devices include LED:s.

10. The adjustable color light source as set forth in claim 8,
wherein the LEDs include at least one shared LED that is a
member of an overlapping two or more of the N channels such
that the at least one shared LED is energized when any one of
the overlapping two or more of the N channels is selectively
energized.

11. The adjustable color light source as set forth in claim 8,
further comprising:

a broadband photosensor having a detection bandwidth
encompassing the channel colors generated by the N
channels; and

an optical meter receiving a detection signal from the
broadband photosensor during each time division and
computing a measured optical energy for each time divi-
sion based at least on the received detection signals;

wherein the color controller is configured to adjust the time
division of the time interval T based on the measured
optical energies and a setpoint color.

12. An adjustable color light generation method compris-

ing:

generating a drive electrical current;

energizing a selected channel of a multi-channel light
source using the generated drive electrical current;
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cycling the energizing amongst channels of the multi-
channel light source fast enough to substantially sup-
press visually perceptible flicker due to the cycling; and

controlling a time division of the cycling to generate a

selected time-averaged color.

13. The adjustable color light generation method as set
forth in claim 12, wherein the generated drive electrical cur-
rent has a substantially constant rms current value on a time
scale of the cycling.

14. The adjustable color light generation method as set
forth in claim 13, wherein the generated drive electrical cur-
rent has a substantially constant d.c. current value on a time
scale of the cycling.

15. The adjustable color light generation method as set
forth in claim 13, wherein the generating comprises adjusting
the substantially constant rms current value on a time scale
substantially larger than the cycling.

16. The adjustable color light generation method as set
forth in claim 12, wherein the cycling energizes exactly one of
the channels of the multi-channel light source at any point in
the cycling.
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17. An adjustable color light source comprising:

a plurality of illumination channels for generating illumi-

nation of different channel colors; and

an electrical power supply cycling an electrical drive cur-

rent amongst the plurality of illumination channels to
generate illumination of a selected time-averaged color,
the cycling being non-overlapping in that exactly one
illumination channel is driven by the electrical drive
current at any point in the cycling.

18. The adjustable color light source as set forth in claim
17, wherein the electrical drive current is substantially con-
stant on a time scale of the cycling.

19. The adjustable color light source as set forth in claim
17, further comprising:

a photosensor arranged to measure electrical power of any

channel of the plurality of illumination channels; and

a color controller configured to adjust the cycling based on

a signal received from the photosensor and correlated
with the cycling.



