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COLOR POINT CONTROL SYSTEM FOR
LED LIGHTING AND RELATED METHODS

The invention relates to colour point control system of a
LED device and to a method for controlling the colour point.

It is known that in order to design a lighting system pro-
ducing a wide range of colours, LEDs with different colours
are used. These LEDs define an area in the CIE xy-colour-
space, which shows the colour that can be realized by the
weighted linear combination of these LEDs (e.g. red(R),
green(G) and blue(B)). In future high-power LEDs, the dis-
sipated power will lead to a temperature increase of the dies
close to 200° C. For this temperature, the emission spectrum
of'the LEDs shifts due to thermal degradation of the emitting
properties in an unacceptable way. One of the disadvantages
is that the shift is noticed via the human eyes.

Red and green LEDs, which are made of blue LEDs with a
phosphor-ceramic layer on the top of the dies, are known.
Nevertheless, the intensity is still a function of temperature,
driving current and lifetime. The intensity of an array of
light-emitting diodes (LEDs) each emitting the same colour
of light would be sufficiently controlled with a photo sensor
regardless of temperature dependent lifetime effects of the
sensor. In case of coloured light mixed from light sources
with different colours, one faces the problem that the human
eye is very sensitive of colour point variation originated from
small intensity variations of the individual light sources. Itis
known to use RGB-sensors in order to control the colour
point. One of the basic problems of current colour point
control systems is that the sensor for colour sensing has to fit
the CIE-colour-matching-functions. There are several com-
mercial RGB-sensors available, that claim to be close to the
CIE-colour-matching-functions, but none of these is suffi-
ciently suitable for the colour control task. Additionally these
sensors are currently expensive. Another disadvantage of the
known colour point control systems is that the spectral sen-
sitivity of the sensors has to be independent of the tempera-
ture, which is not the case for normal photo-diodes. These
sensors are specified for temperature ranges up to e.g. 85° C.,
which is far below the operating temperature of high power
LEDs.

The invention has for its object to eliminate the above-
mentioned disadvantages. In particular, it is an object of the
invention to provide a colour point control system with a
cheap and simple setup, which is essentially temperature
independent.

This object is achieved by a colour point control system as
taught by claim 1 of the present invention.

Accordingly, a colour point control system is provided,
comprising a LED device comprising a plurality of light-
emitting diodes emitting a first light, said diodes fixed on a
substrate, a layer on at least one light-emitting diode capable
to convert at least a first portion of the first light into a second
light, only one photo-sensor for measuring a second portion
of the first light of each single diode during a turn-off time
where all other diodes are turned-off, and a controller for
sequentially turning-oft said diodes except one single diode
and for comparing the second portion of the first light of each
single diode measured by the photo-detector to a default value
and to adapt the emitted second portion of first light of each
single diode to said default value. Preferably, the first light is
emitted to the photo-sensor without passing the layer. In
another embodiment the light-emitting diode comprises an
array of two or more sub-diodes.

Preferably, the first light is visible light. The first light can
be converted by the layer into other visible light with a longer
wavelength. According to another embodiment the first light
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can be ultra violet light. For instance the first light of the
light-emitting diodes can have wavelength between 420 and
470 nm (blue first light). In one embodiment, the blue violet
light is converted by the layer into red, green or amber second
light.

Alternatively, in another embodiment of the invention the
first light is ultra violet light with wavelengths between 300
and 420 nm (ultra violet first light). The ultra violet light is
converted by the layer into like red, green, blue or amber
second light. Furthermore, the invention comprises light-
emitting diodes with the layer, which converts at least the
portion of the first blue visible light into a different visible
light.

According to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion the LED device consists of n diodes emitting blue light
and n-1 diodes with a layer converting the blue light into
other required colours. Each of the diodes is separately driven
by a single driver-line. The converted light is leaving the LED
device at one side. The preferred colour point control system
is built up in such a way, that some of the blue first light
(second portion of the first light) is directly radiated to the
photo-sensor. Advantageously, the photo-sensor is a silicon-
sensor. Of course, further known photo-sensors are clearly
conceivable. A part (second part) of the blue light is reflected,
particularly in or at the layer, to the photo-sensor. The photo-
sensor generates a photocurrent proportional to the second
portion of the first light that is connected a controller. In a
preferred embodiment, an amplifier is placed between photo-
sensor and controller in order to enhance the photocurrent to
increase the measurement accuracy. Preferably, the controller
has some intelligence, e.g. CPU, in order to run an algorithm
on it to calculate the brightness (second portion of the first
light) of each diode. During this procedure the rest of the array
of the diodes is turned-off for some microseconds. This pro-
cedure is applied to each diode. After that, the colour control-
ler has all the information about the actual brightness (second
portion of the first light) of each diode and can adapt the
brightness (second portion of the first light) of the diodes in
order to get the target colour point. The brightness (second
portion of the first light) b, of the k-th diode can be calculated
from the following equation:

by=cyiy

where c, is a constant coefficient, which can be achieved
during the calibration procedure, and i, is the actual value of
the photocurrent of the photo-sensor. Preferably, the control-
ler compares the calculated value of each turned-on diode
with a default value of each turned-on diode, whereby in case
of deviating from the default values, the electrical current
supplied to the corresponding diode, is changed in order to
equal calculated and default values. According to the inven-
tion, no special and expensive colour-sensors are required. An
easy adjustment of colours, e.g. warm white, cold white, red,
green and blue can be achieved. One of further advantageous
is, that a single photo-sensor is used to control all the diodes
emitting different colours. Therefore, a temperature caused
shift of the photo-sensor properties will not effect the colour
point adjustment.

Furthermore, the layer has a thickness n being 10 pm=n=1
mm, whereby the layer is connected with the diode by a form
fit and/or adhesive bond and/or a frictional connection.

According to another preferred embodiment of the present
invention, the substrate comprises a plurality of waveguides,
wherein said waveguides guides a second portion of the first
visible or invisible light to the photo-sensor. Preferably, each
waveguide has a diameter d being 1 pm=d=10 mm. In this
embodiment the waveguides connect the photo-sensor being
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in contact with the substrate on his backside, with each light-
emitting diode. The waveguides having a certain distance to
each other can have a linear structure. Certainly, the
waveguides can have further diametric forms, e.g. wavelike
or L-shaped form. In such an arrangement, the properties of
the photo-sensor are not influenced by the operating tempera-
ture of the diodes.

Furthermore, it is preferred that the substrate comprising
the waveguides is a one-piece element, whereby the material
of the substrate is electrical conductive. According to one
possible embodiment of the present invention the material of
the substrate can be copper.

Alternatively, a preferred embodiment of the colour point
control system according to the invention is characterized in
that a transmission filter is placed between the photo-sensor
and each diode. Itis possible that not only the first visible light
of'each diode is radiated from each diode to the photo-sensor
but also colour-light like red, green or amber light. Because
only the first visible light is necessary for getting the infor-
mation of the brightness of each light-emitting diode, the
above-mentioned colour light has to be eliminated. The trans-
mission filter absorbs the colored light in order to sense only
the blue part of the radiation spectrum. The filter can comprise
different layers, e.g. dielectrically layers. Alternatively, the
colour point control system according to the invention can
apply an organic filter.

Furthermore, the photo-sensor can be placed between the
substrate and the diodes. This placement allows using only
one printed circuit board to connect the LEDs and the sensor.
Inthe case of a filter between the photo-sensor and the diodes,
the photo-sensor is only sensitive for the first visible light, no
waveguides should be used to sense the first visible light of all
the LEDs. Only the stray light is used for sensing.

The preferred invention relates to a method for operating a
colour point control system according to claim 1, comprising
the steps of:

a) operating one single diode during the turn-off time,
wherein all the other diodes are turned-off,

b) measuring the second portion of the first light of the single
diode during the turn-off time,

d) repeating the steps a) and b) sequentially for all diodes until
the second portion of the first light is measured for each
single diode.

e) comparing the second portion of the first light of each
single diode with the default value and adapting the second
portion of first light to the default value.

Preferably, the turn-oft time for the said diodes is less than
5 microseconds. One of the advantages of the present inven-
tion is, that the procedure of getting the information of the
second portion of the first light of each diode by turning off of
the rest of the diodes is not visible for the human eye. Accord-
ing to a preferred embodiment a controller compares second
portion of the first light of each turned-on diode with a default
value of each turned-on diode. In case of deviation from
default values the electrical current supplied to the corre-
sponding diode is changed. That means that the controller
increases or decreases the electrical current of each diode in
such a way that the second portion of the emitted first light of
each turned-on diode is nearly the same as the default value of
the corresponding diode. Preferably, the increase or decrease
of'the current is directly applied to the LED. In the case of a
color control that is based on constant cycles, e.g. pulse-
width-modulation, the correction is preferable applied in the
next cycle. The first light can be visible light or ultra violet
light.

The colour control system as well as the method mentioned
above can be used in a variety of systems amongst them

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

systems being automotive systems, home lighting systems,
backlighting systems for displays, ambient lighting systems
or shop lighting systems.

Furthermore, in another embodiment, the photo-sensor can
be placed between the substrate and the diodes, as shown in
FIG. 2. This placement allows using only one printed circuit
board to connect the LEDs and the sensor. In the case of a
filter between the photo-sensor and the diodes, the photo-
sensor is only sensitive for the first visible light, no
waveguides should be used to sense the first visible light of all
the LEDs. Only the stray light is used for sensing.

Additional details, characteristics and advantages of the
object of the invention are disclosed in the sub-claims and the
following description of the respective feature—which is an
exemplary fashion—show one preferred embodiment of the
colour control system according to the invention.

FIG. 1: schematic view of a colour point control system
according to one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2: schematic view of a colour point control system
according to another embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3: schematic view of a colour point control system
according to yet another embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 1 shows a very schematic view of a colour point
control system 1 according to one embodiment of the present
invention. As can be seen the colour point control system 1
comprises a LED device 2 consisting of an area of a plurality
of a light-emitting diodes 3a, 3b, 3¢, 3d, each of the light-
emitting diodes (LED) 3a,36,3¢,3d are separately controlled
by a single driver-line. Each LED 3a,35,3¢,3d contains a
layer including a fluorescent material. In the shown embodi-
ment the fluorescent material is a phosphor ceramic or a
phosphor powder layer. The LED 3a, 35, 3¢, 3d emits a first
visible light having a maximum intensity in a first spectral
range. In the shown embodiment the maximum intensity is at
455 nm (blue light). The layer 5 converts at least the first
portion of the first light into the second light, which depends
on the kind of fluorescent material. The setup consist of n
LEDs emitting blue light and n-1 LEDs with alayer 5 in order
to generate other required colours like amber light, red light
or green light. The LED 3d, which is placed at the bottom of
the colour point control system 1, comprises a layer 5 without
having a fluorescent material. Thus, blue light is leaving from
the LED 3d to the right side. In an alternative embodiment,
this diode may not include a layer 5. From the above placed
LEDs 3a, 3b, 3¢ converted light is leaving the device 1 to the
right side. The thickness of the described layers 5 is less than
1 mm. Each LED 3a, 35, 3¢, 3d is fixed on a substrate 4, which
is a one-piece element. On the backside of the substrate 4 a
photo-sensor 6 is located. In the shown embodiment the
photo-sensor 6 is a silicon-sensor.

Furthermore, the substrate 4 consists of n waveguides 7
connecting the photo-sensor 6 with each LED 3a, 35, 3¢, 3d.
The photo-sensor 6 is connected over an amplifier 8 to a
colour controller 9. The colour controller 9 comprises a CPU
in order to run an algorithm on it.

In order to get the information of the amount of first light
emitted by the k-th diode 3a, all other diodes 35, 3¢, 3d are
turned-off for a turn-off time lesser than 5 microseconds,
which is not visible for the human eye. In the described
embodiment the layer 5 of the diode 3a is converting at least
aportion (first portion) of the blue light into an amber light. A
portion of the blue light is radiated back to the left side
(second portion of the first light) by reflection. The waveguide
7 guides the second portion of the first light to the photo-
sensor 6. The photo-sensor 6 is generating a photocurrent
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proportional to the second portion of the first light. This
procedure is executed for each LED 3a, 35, 3¢, 3d. After that,
the colour controller 9 calculates the actual value of the sec-
ond portion of first light from the corresponding photocurrent
value for each diode. The controller 9 compares the calculated
value of each turned-on diodes 3a, 34, 3¢, 3d with a default
value of each turned-on diodes 3a, 35, 3¢, 3d. In case of
deviation from the default value the electrical current sup-
plied to the corresponding diodes 3a, 35, 3¢, 34, is changed in
order to equal measured and default values.

For example, the photocurrent generated in the photo-sen-
sor 6 of the diode 3a is 8% of the total photocurrent of all
diodes and the target photocurrent is 10%, the colour control-
ler 9 detects this difference of 2%. From this information the
colour point control system 1 knows that 2% of the colour of
the diode 3a is missing. Thus, the colour point control system
1 increases the electrical current to the turned-on diode 3a till
the actual second portion of the first light is as high as required
to generate a photocurrent of 10% of the diode 3a. This can be
achieved increasing the current, e.g. in continuous mode
operation, or increasing the duration of the time, the corre-
sponding diode is turned on, e.g. in pulsed mode operation. In
the latter mode, also a combination of adapting the current
and the on-time duration can be applied. Advantageously, the
colour point control system 1 is scalable to an arbitrary
amount of LEDs of the arbitrary colours, e.g. 2x red, 2x
green, 2x blue and 2x amber. In another embodiment, a said
diode can comprise an array of two or more sub-diodes all
emitting the same first light operated in parallel by one driv-
ing connection. For this, the waveguide has to have branches
in order to collect the light from the two or more sub-diodes
to the photo-diode in order to achieve one measured value for
each single array of sub-diodes. The calibration and colour
point control procedure is identical to the above-mentioned
procedure.

According to the embodiment of FIG. 1 the colour control-
ler 9 comprises a software applying this described procedure
getting the actual value of the second portion of first light of
each diode 34, 35, 3¢, 3d and controlling the actual value to a
default value.

Surprisingly is has been found out that a transmission filter
10 can be placed between the photo-sensor 6 and each diode
3a, 3b, 3¢ and 34, as shown in FIG. 3, in order to sense only
one part of the radiation spectrum, e.g. the blue part. The
transmission filter can comprise different electrical layers. An
organic layer is conceivable, too.

Alternatively, the LEDs 3a, 3b, 3¢, 3d of the described
embodiment can emit ultra violet light. In this embodiment,
each diode 3a, 35, 3¢, 3d comprise a layer 5 including fluo-
rescent material to convert the ultra violet first light into
different visible light.

List of Numerals

1 Colour point control system
2 LED device

3 Light-emitting diode, LED
4 Substrate

5 Layer

6 Photo-sensor

7 Waveguide

8 Amplifier

9 Controller
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The invention claimed is:

1. Colour point control system comprising an LED device,
comprising

a plurality of light-emitting diodes for emitting a first light,
said diodes fixed on a substrate,

a layer of material disposed on at least one light-emitting
diode for converting at least a first portion of the first
light into a second light,

a photo-sensor for measuring a second portion of the first
light of each single diode of said plurality of light-emit-
ting diodes during a turn-off time when all other diodes
are turned off, wherein the measured second portion of
the first light is emitted to the photo-sensor without
passing the layer, and

a controller for sequentially turning off said diodes and for
comparing the second portion of the first light of each
single diode measured by the photo-detector to a default
value and to adapt the emitted second portion of first
light of each single diode to said default value.

2. Colour point control system according to claim 1,

wherein the first light is visible light or ultra violet light.

3. Colour point control system according to claim 1,
wherein the second light is at least one of the colours red,
amber, green and/or blue.

4. Colour point control system according to claim 1,
wherein the substrate comprises a plurality of waveguides,
wherein said waveguide guides the second portion of the first
light to the photo-sensor.

5. Colour point control system according to claim 1,
wherein a transmission filter is placed between the photo-
sensor and said plurality of diodes.

6. Colour point control system according to claim 1,
wherein the substrate (4) is a one-piece element.

7. Colour point control system according to claim 1,
wherein the photo-sensor is placed between the substrate and
said plurality of diodes.

8. Colour point control system according to claim 1,
wherein the photo-sensor is connected to the controller via an
amplifier.

9. A method for operating a colour point control system
comprising an LED device comprising a plurality of light-
emitting diodes for emitting a first light and a layer of material
disposed on at least one light-emitting diode of said plurality
of light-emitting diodes for converting at least a first portion
of'the first light into a second light, the method comprising the
steps of:

a) operating one single diode of said plurality of light-
emitting diodes during a turn-off time, wherein all other
diodes of said plurality of light-emitting diodes are
turned off,

b) measuring a second portion of the first light of the single
diode during the turn-off time,

d) repeating the steps a) and b) sequentially for all diodes of
said plurality of light-emitting diodes until the second
portion of the first light is measured for each diode of
said plurality of light-emitting diodes; and

e) comparing the second portion of the first light of each
single diode (3a,36,3¢,3d)with a default value and
adapting the second portion of first light to the default
value.

10. The method as claimed in claim 9, wherein the turn-off

time is less than 5 microseconds.
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