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1
STUDIO LIGHT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is related to co-pending and com-
monly assigned U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/742,310
filed Dec. 19, 2003, entitled “Flash Lighting for Image Acqui-
sition,” and to co-pending and commonly assigned U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 10/799,126 filed Mar. 11, 2004,
entitled “Light to PWM Converter,” the disclosures of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

Embodiments in accordance with the invention are related
to lighting used in photography.

BACKGROUND

Lighting plays a vital role in photography, particularly in
studio photography. For settings such as portraiture, it is
common to use a number of studio lights to illuminate the
subject and the backdrop. For a particular setting, the lighting
may include a main light, providing the main lighting on the
subject, one or more side or fill lights, filling in along the sides
of the subject, and a back light illuminating the backdrop.

Commonly used studio lights comprise an incandescent
lamp which provides steady illumination at a first, low inten-
sity, and a flashtube, typically filled with Xenon gas or a
combination of gases, which provides flash illumination at a
second, much higher intensity but for a very brief period. The
incandescent lamp in the studio light allows the photographer
to position and adjust the lighting, while the flashtube pro-
vides high intensity illumination for recording the image. The
flashtube in the studio light may be triggered from an electri-
cal signal such as from a wire connection to a camera or other
studio light, a wireless connection using radio frequency (RF)
transmitters and receivers, or may be triggered in “slave”
fashion by a photosensor on the studio light detecting another
flash.

Such a system of studio lights allows the photographer to
set the subject, position the studio lights, and then record
images.

Proper color balance, or color temperature of lighting
sources is very important in color photography. Flash sources
commonly have equivalent color temperatures similar to day-
light, on the order of 5200-5500 degrees Kelvin (K). Com-
monly used incandescent (tungsten) sources have color tem-
peratures on the order of 3200K.

In the studio setting, the photographer must perform setup
using incandescent illumination, while recording images
using flash illumination; the color balances of the two are
quite distinct. In some settings, such as those outside the
studio, the photographer may have to deal with situations
with strong ambient light from tungsten or fluorescent
sources, or from sunlight or other strong illumination filtered
through or reflected off colored objects. In these situations,
the photographer may use filters to try and correct the illumi-
nation to provide a balanced image.
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Based on the fixed spectra of presently available flashes
and the limitations of filters used to modify spectral content of
available light, there is a need for a studio light with adjust-
able color temperature.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A solid-state studio lighting system according to the
present invention provides light from a solid-state source at a
first intensity and equivalent color temperature, switching to
a second, higher intensity for a short duration. The equivalent
color temperature of the second, higher intensity illumination
may be different from the first color temperature. The solid
state-source comprises emitters in a plurality of colors.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows ablock diagram of a studio light known to the
art, and

FIG. 2 shows an exemplary studio light according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a studio light as known to
the art. Reflector 10 reflects and diffuses light from incandes-
cent source 12, and flash source 20. Flash electronics 22
provide the high voltage necessary to operate flash source 20,
and include synchronization terminal 24, and flash sensor 26,
typically a photodiode. Flash source 20 is typically a xenon
flash lamp. Flash electronics 22 may provide selectable flash
intensities, but the effective color temperature of flash source
20 remains constant, defined by the chemical composition of
the gas in flash source 20.

During operation, incandescent source 12 provides illumi-
nation for adjusting and focusing lights. During image cap-
ture, flash source 20 is triggered through synchronization
terminal 24 or flash sensor 26, and flash illumination is pro-
vided at a much higher intensity for a brief period, and with a
color temperature set by the gas composition of the flash tube.
The color temperature of the flash illumination may be
changed with filters, but such filters are expensive, and
change over time as they are repeatedly blasted by the flash
source 20.

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of an studio light 30 accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention. Studio light 30
includes light module 32 with a set of emitters of light of at
least two different colors. In the embodiment of FIG. 2, the
emitters are indicated as R | -R; 34, G,-G,,36, and B,-B,,38.
The subscripts L, M, N are integers that represent the number
of'red emitters, green emitters and blue emitters, respectively.
The number of emitters of each color will be determined by
the light output needed and the light output available from
each individual emitter. While a series connection is shown,
the emitters may be driven in parallel, or individually.

In the embodiment shown, red, green and blue light emit-
ting diodes are used, although emitters of other colors are
alternatively used to provide a sufficiently wide spectral con-
tent adjustment range. Driver 40 provides drive signals S 42,
Ss 44, and Sy 46 to these different color emitters R-R,,
G,-G,, B,-B,, respectively. By varying the drive signals
corresponding to the different color emitters in the series, the
spectral content of flash light provided by the light module 32,
which is a mixture of the light provided by the different color
emitters, can be correspondingly varied.
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Color sensors 50 sense the color of the light emitted by
light module 32. Typically, sensors 50 are CMOS detectors,
photodiodes or other transducers that convert received light
from light module 32 to electrical signals that can be pro-
cessed by driver 40 to produce the desired color temperature.
The color temperature required will be determined by the
camera or imaging device used with studio light 30. Daylight
imaging is balanced for bluish light having a color tempera-
ture of 5500 Kelvin for example. Alternatively, imagers such
as film cameras using tungsten film are balanced for orange or
warmer light having a color temperature of 3200 Kelvin for
example.

Driver 40 has synchronization terminal 62, and optionally
flash sensor 64, typically a photodiode. Also provided is first
color temperature adjustment 66, and second color tempera-
ture adjustment 68. Optional adjustments may be provided
for a first and second intensity level, or these intensity levels
may be preset by driver 40.

In operation, driver 40 provides a first, low level of illumi-
nation at a first color temperature selected by first color tem-
perature adjustment 66 by providing drive signals 42, 44, 46
to light module 32. In response to a flash signal, through
synchronization terminal 62 or flash sensor 64, driver 40
switches light module 32 to a second, higher level of flash
illumination selected at second color temperature adjustment
68 by providing drive signals 42, 44, 46 to light module 32.
This second, higher level of flash illumination is provided for
a brief period of time, typically on the order of milliseconds,
after which driver 40 switches light module 32 back to the
first, low level of illumination.

The adjustable spectral provided by light module 30 can
provide color balancing to help to neutralize ambient lighting,
or otherwise accommodate for an undesired color content or
color temperature of the ambient light. The spectral content of
the flash illumination provided by light module 30 can also be
adjusted to achieve a desired photographic effect. For
example, providing flash illumination that is cooler when the
photographic is a dark-skinned human generally results in an
acquired image wherein the skin appears to be lighter,
whereas providing a warmer light to such a photographic
subject results in an acquired image wherein the skin appears
to be a richer tan color. In addition to these particular
examples, a variety of image characteristics and effects can be
achieved via adjustments of the spectral content of the flash
illumination provided by color temperature adjustment 68.

In one embodiment, the emitters of the light module 32 are
solid state light sources such as laser diodes or LEDs (light
emitting diodes). In addition to using normal LEDs, phos-
phor-broadened LEDs using phosphor coatings known to the
art which are excited by an LED may be used to produce
wider spectral output. However, the set of emitters includes
any other light sources of two or more different colors, or any
suitable light source that has a spectral content that is adjust-
able. The emitters of different colored light in the light mod-
ule 32 are independently accessible. In one example, the
series of emitters R |-R;, G,-G,,, B,-B,,includes an array of
one or more red emitters R, -R;, such as red LEDs, one or
more green emitters G,-G,,, such as green LEDs, and one or
more blue emitters B,-B,, such as blue LEDs. Red, green and
blue are readily available LED colors and when the output
light from these LEDs is mixed, the emitters R|-R;, G,-G,,,
B,-B, provide adequate coverage of the color space for the
resultant flash illumination.

The number and arrangement of emitters is determined to
a great extent by the light output of the emitters included in the
light module 32 and the needed intensity of the flash illumi-
nation. The emitters of each color may be intermixed, or may
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be grouped in designated color sections. Independent acces-
sibility of the different color emitters R|-R;, G,-G,,, B,-B,,
enables the relative intensities of the different color emitters
to be independently varied, which results in the spectral con-
tent or color temperature of the flash illumination provided by
the light module 32 being varied.

The relative intensities of the light provided by each of the
different color emitters is varied via corresponding variations
in the drive signals 42, 44, 46 provided to each of the different
color emitters R,-R;, G,-G,,, B,-B,, respectively. In the
example where the red emitters R,-R; include one or more
red LEDs, the green emitters G,-G,, include one or more
green LEDs and the blue emitters B,-B,, include one or more
blue LEDs, the drive signals 42, 44, 46 are typically currents
provided to the LEDs and the relative intensities of the col-
ored light output of the emitters R,-R;, G,-G,,, B,-By is
varied according to relative magnitudes of the currents that
are supplied to activate the different color LEDs. For
example, to provide flash illumination with increased blue
intensity, current provided to the blue LEDs is increased
relative to the current provided to the green LEDs and the
current provided to the red LEDs. Similarly, flash illumina-
tion having different spectral content is provided by relative
variations of the currents that are provided to the different
color LEDs. To provide the drive signals 42, 44, 46, in this
example, driver 40 varies the current to different color emit-
ters in the light module 32. Driver 40 can include any other
circuit, element or system suitable for modulating the relative
intensities of the light provided by each of the different color
emitters R,-R;, G,-G,,, B,-By. An example of a method and
apparatus for controlling spectral content of different color
emitters is provided in U.S. Pat. No. 6,448,550 B1 to Nish-
imura, and is hereby incorporated by reference. However, any
other drive signals 42, 44, 46 or drive schemes suitable for
varying the spectral content of the illumination provided by
the light module 32 are alternatively included.

In the example where the different color emitters each
include an array of light sources, such as LEDs, the relative
intensities of the different color emitters are alternatively
adjustable by corresponding adjustments in the number of
light sources within the array that are activated. For example,
to provide flash illumination with decreased blue intensity,
current is provided to fewer blue LEDs than the green LEDs
or red LEDs, and so on. Thus, in this example the spectral
content of the flash illumination can be adjusted in discrete
steps by using switches other suitable circuitry to vary the
number of individual emitters of each color that are activated
by the drive signals.

Typically, emitters R,-R;, G,-G,,, B,-B, included in the
light module 32 have integrated lenses that establish the spa-
tial distribution of illumination provided by light module 32.
However, reflectors, lenses or other optical elements are
optionally included externally to the emitters R,-R;, G,-G,,
B,-B, inthe light module 32 to control the spatial distribution
of the illumination produced.

While the embodiments of the present invention have been
illustrated in detail, it should be apparent that modifications
and adaptations to these embodiments may occur to one
skilled in the art without departing from the scope of the
present invention as set forth in the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A photographic studio light module, comprising:

a plurality of light emitters having at least two different
colors;
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a driver circuit operably connected to the plurality of light
emitters and configured to provide corresponding driv-
ing signals to each or groups of the plurality of light
emitters;

a plurality of light sensors configured to sense a color
temperature and an intensity of light emitted by the
plurality of light emitters and provide electrical signals
representative thereof to the driver circuit, the driver
circuit further being configured to receive and process
the electrical signals to determine the color temperature
and intensity;

a flash synchronization circuit configured to receive an
external flash input signal;

wherein the light module is configured to operate selec-
tively between a first low-level illumination mode pro-
viding emitted light of a first color temperature and a first
intensity and a second flash mode providing emitted
light of a second color temperature, the light module
further being configured to operate in the first low-level
illumination mode until the external input flash signal is
provided thereto whereupon the light module switches
to the flash mode and provides a flash output illumina-
tion signal, the light module still further being config-
ured to return to the low-level illumination mode after
the output flash illumination signal has been provided
thereby.

2. The photographic studio light module of claim 1,
wherein the first color temperature is different from the sec-
ond color temperature.

3. The photographic studio light module of claim 1,
wherein the first color temperature is substantially the same
as the second color temperature.

4. The photographic studio light module of claim 1,
wherein the first intensity is less than the second intensity.

5. The photographic studio light module of claim 1,
wherein the first and second color temperatures are adjust-
able.

6. The photographic studio light module of claim 1,
wherein the first and second light intensities are adjustable.
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7. The photographic studio light module of claim 1,
wherein the external flash input signal is selected form the
group consisting of an electrical signal, a wireless signal and
a light signal.

8. The photographic studio light module of claim 1,
wherein the plurality of light emitters further comprises light
emitters of at least three different colors.

9. The photographic studio light module of claim 1,
wherein the plurality of light emitters further comprises at
least one red solid state light emitter, at least one green solid
state light emitter and at least one blue solid state light emitter.

10. The photographic studio light module of claim 1,
wherein the plurality of light emitters further comprises an
array of at least one red solid state light emitter, an array of at
least one green solid state light emitter and an array of at least
one blue solid state light emitter.

11. The photographic studio light module of claim 1,
wherein the plurality of light emitters further comprises at
least one phosphor-broadened solid state LED.

12. The photographic studio light module of claim 1,
wherein the driver circuit is configured to drive the plurality
of light emitters at least one of serially, in parallel or individu-
ally.

13. The photographic studio light module of claim 1,
wherein the first and second color temperatures of the light
emitted by individual ones or arrays of the plurality of light
emitters is adjustable in accordance with the driving signals
provided thereto.

14. The photographic studio light module of claim 1,
wherein the first and second intensities of the light emitted by
individual ones or arrays of the plurality of light emitters is
adjustable in accordance with the driving signals provided
thereto.

15. The photographic studio light module of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising at least one of a reflector, a lens and an optical
element configured to control the spatial distribution of illu-
mination provided by the light module.
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