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IMAGE PROJECTION LIGHTING DEVICES
WITH VISIBLE AND INFRARED IMAGING

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

The present application is a divisional of and claims the
priority of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/290,660, titled
“IMAGE PROJECTION LIGHTING DEVICES WITH VIS-
IBLE AND INFRARED IMAGING”, filed on Nov. 8, 2002
now U.S. Pat. No. 7,390,092, inventor Richard S. Belliveau.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to lighting systems that are
digitally controlled and to the light fixtures used therein, and
more particularly to such lighting systems as well as to mul-
tiparameter lights that have an image projection lighting
parameter and a camera and that are useful in such lighting
systems.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Lighting systems are formed typically by interconnecting
many light fixtures by a communications system and provid-
ing for operator control from a central controller. Such light-
ing systems may contain multiparameter light fixtures, which
illustratively are light fixtures having two or more individu-
ally remotely adjustable parameters such as beam size, color,
shape, angle, and other light characteristics. Multiparameter
light fixtures are widely used in the lighting industry because
they facilitate significant reductions in overall lighting system
size and permit dynamic changes to the final lighting effect.
Applications and events in which multiparameter light fix-
tures are used to great advantage include showrooms, televi-
sion lighting, stage lighting, architectural lighting, live con-
certs, and theme parks. Illustrative multi-parameter light
devices are described in the product brochure entitled “The
High End Systems Product Line 2001 and are available from
High End Systems, Inc. of Austin, Tex.

Prior to the advent of relatively small commercial digital
computers, remote control of light fixtures from a central
controller was done with either a high voltage or low voltage
current; see, e.g., U.S. Pat. No. 3,706,914, issued Dec. 19,
1972 to Van Buren, and U.S. Pat. No. 3,898,643, issued Aug.
5, 1975 to Ettlinger, which are incorporated by reference
herein. With the widespread use of computers, digital serial
communications over wire was widely adopted as a way to
achieve remote control; see, e.g., U.S. Pat. No. 4,095,139,
issued Jun. 13, 1978 to Symonds et al., and U.S. Pat. No.
4,697,227, issued Sep. 29, 1987 to Callahan, incorporated by
reference herein. In 1986, the United States Institute of The-
atre Technology (“USITT”) developed a digital communica-
tions system protocol for multi-parameter light fixtures
known as DMX512. Basically, the DMX512 protocol is com-
prised of a stream of data which is communicated one-way
from the control device to the light fixture using an Electron-
ics Industry Association (“EIA”) standard for multipoint
communications know as RS-485.

A variety of different types of multiparameter light fixtures
are available. One type of advanced multiparameter light
fixture which is referred to herein as an image projection
lighting device (“IPLD”) uses a light valve to project images
onto a stage or other projection surface. A light valve, which
is also known as an image gate, is a device for example such
as a digital micro-mirror (“DMD”) or a liquid crystal display
(“LCD”) that forms the image that is projected. U.S. Pat. No.
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6,057,958, issued May 2, 2000 to Hunt, incorporated herein
by reference, discloses a pixel based gobo record control
format for storing gobo images in the memory of a light
fixture. The gobo images can be recalled and modified from
commands sent by a control console. A pixel based gobo
image is a gobo (or a projection pattern) created by a light
valve like a video projection of sorts. U.S. Pat. No. 5,829,868,
issued Nov. 3, 1998 to Hutton, incorporated by reference
herein, discloses storing video frames as cues locally in a
lamp, and supplying them as directed to the image gate to
produce animated and real-time imaging. A single frame can
also be manipulated through processing to produce multiple
variations. Alternatively, a video communication link can be
employed to supply continuous video from a remote source.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,828,485, issued Oct. 27, 1998 to Hewlett,
incorporated herein by reference, discloses the use of a cam-
era with a digital micro mirror equipped light fixture for the
purpose of following the shape of the performer and illumi-
nating the performer using a shape that adaptively follows the
performer’s image. A camera capturing the image (such as a
digital camera, which captures an image at least in part by
storing digital data in computer memory, the digital data
which defining or describing the image) preferably is located
at the lamp illuminating the scene in order to avoid parallax.
The image can be manually investigated at each lamp or
downloaded to some central processor for this purpose.

United States patent application titled “METHOD, APPA-
RATUS AND SYSTEM FOR IMAGE PROJECTION
LIGHTING”, inventor Richard S. Belliveau, publication no.
20020093296, Ser. No. 10/090,926, filed on Mar. 4, 2002,
incorporated by reference herein, describes prior art IPLDs
with cameras and communication systems that allow camera
content, such as in the form of digital data, to be transferred
between prior art IPLDs.

IPLDs of the prior art use light from the main projection
lamp that is sent though a light valve and focused by an output
lens to projectimages on a stage. The light cast upon the stage
by the IPLD is then imaged by the camera. U.S. Pat. No.
6,219,093 to Perry titled “Method and device for creating the
facsimile of an image”, incorporated herein by reference
describes a camera that may be an infrared camera for use
with a described lighting device that uses liquid crystal light
valves to project an image. “Accordingly the camera and light
are mounted together for articulation about x, y, and z axes as
is illustrated in FIG. 17 (Perry, U.S. Pat. No. 6,219,093, col. 4,
line 59).

The prior art patent to Perry, U.S. Pat. No. 6,219,093 makes
use of a camera to distinguish objects in the camera’s field
from other objects. The distinguished object as imaged by the
camera is then illuminated by the projected light passing
through the light valves so as to only illuminate the distin-
guished object. The objects may be provided with an infrared
emitter or reflector which interacts with a receiver or camera.
Perry relies on the light produced from the projection lamp
and the light valves to provide the illumination to the scene
where the camera images or separate emitters or reflectors are
provided with the objects on the stage. The Perry prior art
patent describes its invention as a camera/light unit.

For IPLDs having a main projection lamp, a camera, and a
light valve it would be desirable to superimpose an optical
path of the camera with an optical path of the main projection
lamp so that the two paths are coaxial. In this manner the
images that are created by the main projection lamp and the
light valve, that are projected onto the projection surface, and
that are captured by the camera on the projection surface will
be directly centered. There are several problems associated
with superimposing the camera and the main projection lamp
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optical paths. One method involves using beam splitters as
known in the optics art for superimposing two optical paths
however beam splitters are known to produce a compromise
where neither optical path will operate at its best efficiency.
For example a 50% beam splitter could be used to provide
50% transmission of the light from the main projection lamp
optical system towards the projection surface while allowing
returning light from the projection surface to be reduced by
50% as it is captured by the camera. Various percentages can
be managed such as 70% transmission of light from the main
projection lamp optical system and 30% returning light to be
captured by the camera as known in the optics art. The use of
beam splitters for superimposing the camera optical path and
the main projection lamp optical path requires unacceptable
compromises.

Another method as known in the optics art is the pick off
some of the light reflected from a projection surface towards
the center of a main focusing lens. A small mirror can be
located at the center of the main projection lens where light
reflected from the projection surface can be directed at an
angle towards the camera optical path by the small mirror
while light projecting from the lens towards the projection
surface is minimized only by the blockage of the small mirror.
Depending on the size of the mirror used to pick off some of
the light, the main projection lens is partially blocked result-
ing again in loss of efficiency of the main projection lamp
optical system.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment of the present invention a lighting
system or apparatus which includes improved IPLDs is pro-
vided. The light system comprises a central controller, a digi-
tal communications path, and a plurality of improved image
projection lighting devices (IPLDs) in accordance with the
present invention. The IPLDs contain cameras as a compo-
nent that can capture both visible light images and infrared
light images. Being able to capture such images, means that
the camera is sensitive to light images in the visible and the
infrared range. Address signals sent from the central control-
ler first address a particular IPLD and then command signals
sent from the central controller control an infrared blocking
filter to be positioned in and out of a camera optical path of the
particular addressed IPLD. The infrared blocking filter when
positioned in the camera optical path blocks infrared light or
infrared images from being captured by the camera while
only allowing visible light images to be captured by the
camera. With the infrared blocking filter positioned out of the
camera optical path the camera may receive both infrared
light and visible light and can capture images in lower light
conditions. An infrared blocking filter used to cut the sensi-
tivity of the camera to infrared may be called an IR (infrared)
cut filter.

A further embodiment of the present invention is a lighting
system comprising a central controller, a digital communica-
tions path, and a plurality of improved image projection light-
ing devices (IPL.Ds) in accordance with the present invention.
The IPLDs contain cameras as a component that can image
both visible light and infrared light. Address signals sent from
the central controller of the further embodiment first address
a particular IPL.D and then command signals sent from the
central controller control a visible blocking filter to be posi-
tioned in or out of the camera optical path of the particular
addressed IPLD. The visible blocking filter when positioned
in the camera optical path blocks visible energy from being
imaged by the camera while only allowing infrared light to be
imaged by the camera sensor. With the visible blocking filter
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positioned out of the camera optical system the camera sensor
is sensitive to visible light and infrared light. A visible block-
ing filter used to cut the sensitivity of the camera to visible
light can be called VIS cut filter.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention is a light-
ing system comprising a central controller, a digital commu-
nications path, and a plurality of improved image projection
lighting devices (IPLDs). The IPLDs contain a camera as a
component and an additional light source or auxiliary light
source for illumination of a projection surface. Address sig-
nals sent from the central controller of this embodiment first
address a particular IPLD and then command signals sent
from the central controller control an auxiliary light source
that is additional to the light projected from the main projec-
tion lamp. The auxiliary light source may be controlled to be
on or off and the width and frequency of the on and off times
may be controlled by the command signals from the central
controller.

The separate auxiliary light source of one or more embodi-
ments of the present invention allows the ILPD camera to
work with visible light as provided by the main projection
lamp and IR light as provided by the auxiliary light source.

In contrast to the prior art, an improved IPLD in accordance
with embodiments of the present invention can illuminate a
stage with infrared light, capture images on the same stage
with the infrared sensitive camera and project an image with
visible light at the same time. It is also possible with an IPL.D
of one or more embodiments of the present invention to
switch modes for the integrated camera as commanded by a
central controller between the ability to image infrared light,
visible light, or both.

The IPLD of one or more embodiments of the present
invention may house two separate lamps or light sources. The
first lamp or first light source (main projection lamp) is a light
source used for directing light or a first light to a light valve
used for the projection of visible light images upon a stage or
another projection surface. The main projection light source
may be a single lamp or a plurality of lamps used to direct
light to the light valve or light valves. An image parameter is
the parameter that controls the light valve or light valves. The
image parameter is typically one of a plurality of parameters
of'the IPLD that are remotely controlled by a central control-
ler. Using remote control of the image parameter from the
central controller an operator may control the light valve to
vary the images projected on the stage or projection surface
by the IPLD. The light valve or valves can also be used to vary
an intensity (brightness) parameter by controlling the amount
of light available to be projected on the stage or projection
surface. The second light source or auxiliary light source is
typically an infrared (IR) illumination source for projecting
infrared light or a second light on the stage so that the camera
also contained by the IPLD can receive the images on the
stage as illuminated by the infrared light source. In the pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention, the second light
source (referred to as the auxiliary light source) is comprised
of'a plurality of infrared light emitting diodes (IR LEDs). The
auxiliary light source may also be an incandescent lamp,
xenon lamp, mercury lamp, or a plurality of white light LEDs
that can be filtered appropriately to only allow IR light to be
transmitted. The auxiliary light source may be a single lamp
or a plurality of lamps. The advantage of the IR LED:s is that
they are instantly switched on and do not waste energy by
producing other wavelengths of light that are not required.

IPLDs used in an entertainment lighting system can pro-
duce many colorful images upon the stage or projection sur-
face. The term “image” is a general term that refers to a wide
variety of image types which can be projected onto and typi-
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cally can be seen on a projection surface, including continu-
ous video images such as movies, graphic effects, and news
programs, and still images such as pictures and clip art. One
or more IPLDs on the same communications system may be
supplied with one or more different channels of image content
while at the same time being able to respond to commands,
thereby giving the operator of the lighting system enormous
creative control with regard to the image content projected by
the various IPLDs in the system. The term “content” is a
general term that refers to various types of creative works,
including image-type works and audio works.

The images become part of the show and enhance the
visual experience to the spectator. The present invention in
one or more embodiments combines IPLDS previously
known in the prior art with a camera that is integrated into an
improved IPLD. The improved IPLD can capture the images
of performers or the audience in near total darkness during a
show with the integral camera. While the audience may not
see the performer while the performer is singing a ballad in
the darkness, images of the performer as received by the
improved IPLDs of the present invention can be projected
above or to the side of the performer. This creates an unusual
and visually pleasing effect for the audience of the show. As
the effect of viewing the performer in darkness by projecting
IR images of the performer is used during the show, at some
point it would be creative to gradually light the performer
during the same ballad bringing the audiences attention back
to the performer.

Another use or IR imaging systems and IR illumination
systems for IPLDs is the use of imaging certain audience
members.

In the prior art, mulitparameter lights commonly scanned
anaudience with the projected visible light. The audience saw
the light that was projected upon them.

With the improved IPLDs of the invention an invisible
beam of IR light transmitted by an IPLD can be used to scan
an audience or target an audience member. The audience
member being unaware that invisible infrared light is cast
upon them. The IPLD of one or more embodiments of the
present invention projects the IR light from the contained
auxiliary light source and captures images with the integral IR
sensitive camera what the IR auxiliary light source is illumi-
nating. The improved IPLD may not be projecting visible
light from the main projection lamp or the improved IPLD
may be also projecting visible light from the main projection
lamp.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an apparatus in accordance with a first
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 shows a front view of an image projection lighting
device for use with the embodiment of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing components within a
base housing and within a lamp housing of an image projec-
tion lighting device for use with the embodiment of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4A shows a filter assembly in a first state, for use in
embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 4B shows the filter assembly of the FIG. 4A in a
second state;

FIG. 5A shows two image projection lighting devices simi-
lar to the image projection lighting devices in FIG. 1 along
with a projection surface;

FIG. 5B shows a side view of an image projection lighting
device and several external devices;
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FIG. 6 shows a projection surface at a first distance from an
image projection lighting device in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 shows the projection surface of FIG. 6 at a second
distance from the image projection lighting device of FIG. 6,
wherein the second distance is further than the first distance of
FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 shows a projection surface at a third distance from
an image projection lighting device in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention and also shows a camera
tilted at an angle; and

FIG. 9 shows a projection surface at a fourth distance from
the image projection lighting device of FIG. 8, wherein the
fourth distance is further than the third distance, and also
shows a camera tilted at an angle.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an apparatus 10 comprised of a central con-
troller 150, a communications interface 138, an IPLD (image
projection lighting device) 102, an IPLD 104, and an IPLD
106. The IPLDs 102, 104, and 106 are electrically connected
by communications lines 142, 144, and 146, respectively, to
the communication interface 138. The communications inter-
face 138 is electrically connected to the central controller 150
by communications line 136. The central controller 150 may
be a dedicated control console or a personal computer system.

Three IPLDs, 102, 104, and 106 are shown for simplifica-
tion, although many more IPL.Ds such as for example thirty
IPLDS each one like any one of 102, 104, and 106 could be
used in a lighting system or apparatus, such as apparatus 10.
The communication interface 138 may be a router or hub as
known in the communications art.

FIG. 2 shows a front view of the IPLD 102 of an embodi-
ment of the present invention. The IPLD 102 includes a base
or electronics housing 210, a yoke 220, and a lamp housing
230. The IPLDs 104 and 106 of FIG. 1 may each be identical
to the IPLD 102 of FIG. 2.

The base housing 210 of the IPL.D 102 includes a connec-
tion point 212 for electrically connecting a communications
line, such as communications line 142 shown in FIG. 1. The
yoke 220 is physically connected to the housing 210 by a
bearing 225 which allows the yoke 220 to pan or rotate in
relation to the electronics housing 210. The lamp housing 230
is rotatably connected to the yoke 220. The lamp housing 230
typically contains optical components. An exit aperture 240 is
shown for projecting light from a main projection lamp inside
the lamp housing 230. An aperture 248 is shown for allowing
acamera 364 shown in FIG. 3, within the lamp housing 230 to
receive and capture images. An aperture 244 is shown which
allows light from an auxiliary light source, such as auxiliary
light source 372 of FIG. 3, within the lamp housing 230, to be
emitted out from the lamp housing 230.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing components within or
part of the base housing 210 and within or part of the lamp
housing 230 of the IPLD 102. FIG. 3 also shows the central
controller 150.

The components within or part of the base housing 210
include a communication port (shown as “comm port”) 311,
image control 312, memory 315, microprocessor 316, video
control 317, auxiliary lamp control 374, motor control 318,
lamp power supply control 319, motor power supply 320 and
lamp power supply 321.

The components within or part of the lamp housing 230
include a filter assembly 342, a mirror 344, a main projection
lamp or main projection light source 345, a light valve 346, a
condensing lens 347, a filter assembly 349, a focusing lens
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351, afilter assembly 366, a filter assembly 368, an aperture
370, an aperture 371, auxiliary lamp or auxiliary light source
372, afilter assembly 376, and a filter assembly 378.

The central controller 150 outputs address and control
commands over a communications system which may
include communications interface 138 of FIG. 1. The com-
munications interface 138 is connected to the communication
port 311 by communications line 142 as shown in FIG. 3. The
image control 312 of the electronics housing 210 provides
control signals to the light valve 346 in the lamp housing 230.
The microprocessor 316 in the electronics housing 210 pro-
vides control signals to the image control 312. The micropro-
cessor 316 is shown electrically connected to the memory
315. The memory 315 stores the computer software operating
system for the IPLD 102 and possibly different types of
content used to form images at the light valve 346 of the lamp
housing 230. The light valve shown as 346 is a transmissive
type light valve where light from the projection lamp is
directed to the light valve to be transmitted through the light
valve to the lens. As known in the prior art a light valve can be
a reflective light valve where light from the main projection
lamp is directed to the light valve to be reflected from the light
valve to the lens.

The motor control 318 is electrically connected to motors,
the electrical connection to the motors is not shown for sim-
plification. The motors may be stepping motors, servomotors,
solenoids or any other type of actuators. The motor control
318 provides the driving signals to the motors used with filter
assemblies 342, 349, 366, 368, 376, and 378. Filter assem-
blies 342 and 349 may be rotatable aperture wheels as known
in the art. The aperture wheels, if used for filter assemblies
342 and 349, may be used to vary color or pattern parameters.

Filter assemblies 366, 368, 376, and 378 are described in
FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B. The motor control 318 is electrically
connected to receive control signals from the microprocessor
316. Two power supplies are shown in FIG. 3. A motor power
supply 320 is shown for supplying energy to the motors and a
lamp power supply 321 is shown for supplying power to the
main projection light source or lamp 345. A lamp power
supply interface 319 is electrically connected to the micro-
processor 316 to receive control signals from the micropro-
cessor 316 and signals are sent from the lamp power supply
interface 319 to the lamp power supply 321 for controlling the
main projection light source or lamp 345.

The IPLD 102 may include at least two different housings,
such as the base or electronics housing 210 and the lamp
housing 230 to facilitate remote positioning of the lamp hous-
ing 210 in relation to the base 230. The lamp housing 230
contains the optical components used to project light images
upon a stage or projection surface 399 from focusing lens 351
in the direction of arrow 380, outwards from the IPLD 102.
The lamp housing 230 may be connected to a bearing mecha-
nism 225 that facilitates pan and tilting of the lamp housing
230 in relation to the base or electronics housing 210. The
bearing mechanism 225 is shown simplified. The motors that
would be used for pan and tilt are not shown for simplifica-
tion.

The microprocessor 316 within the electronics housing
210 shown in FIG. 3, sends control signals to the auxiliary
lamp or light source control interface 374. The auxiliary lamp
control interface 374 is used to control the auxiliary lamp (or
light source) 372. The window aperture 370 of the lamp
housing 230 is shown in FIG. 3, for allowing input light for
the reception of images traveling in the direction of arrow 382
from the projection surface 399 to the camera 364. The cam-
era 364 may be a type of camera known in the art such as a
device that receives light images with a contained camera
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sensor and converts the light images into electronic image
data or signals. The camera 364, may be of a type, as known
in the art, which may be constructed of only a camera sensor
or the camera 364 may contain other optical components in
the camera sensor optical path along with suitable control
electronics. Another window aperture 371 in the lamp hous-
ing 230 is shown for allowing the exiting light traveling in the
direction of the arrow 384 towards the projection surface 399
from the auxiliary lamp or light source 372. The main pro-
jection lamp 345 has its light energy collected by the collect-
ing mirror 344 and a condensing lens 347. The collected light
from the main projection lamp 345 passes through the con-
densing lens 347 and through the infrared cut off filter or hot
mirror assembly 378. Next the light passes though filter
assemblies 342 and 349. The light then passes through the
light valve 346 and then through the filter assembly 376. The
filter assembly 376 contains a filter that passes infrared but
blocks visible light. Finally the light passes through the focus-
ing lens 351 and travels the direction of the arrow 380.

The video control interface 317 of the electronics housing
210 sends image data or signals as received from the camera
364 to the microprocessor 316. The microprocessor 316 may
send this image data or signals to the communications port
311 for transmission back to the central controller 150 or to
other IPLDs on the communications system or apparatus 10,
such as IPLDs 104 and 106 connected to communication
interface 138 in FIG. 1. The communications port 311 may be
apart of the processor 316, the communications port 311 can
be any device capable of receiving the communication sent
over the communication system. The camera 364 is sensitive
to infrared light, to visible light, or both. The other IPLDs on
the network or apparatus 10, such as IPL.D 104 and IPL.D 106,
may use the image data received from the IPLD 102 by
projecting the images that were captured by the camera 364
and thus originated at IPLD 102. The general capturing of
images and sending image data to other lighting devices is
described in detail in pending patent application Ser. No.
10/090,926, to Richard S. Belliveau, the applicant herein,
publication no. 20020093296, filed on Mar. 4, 2002, titled
“Method, apparatus and system for image projection light-
ing”, which is incorporated by reference herein.

FIG. 4A shows a filter assembly 400 in a first state. The
filter assembly 400 can be similar to the one or more of the
filter assemblies 366, 368, 376 or 378 of FIG. 3. The filter
assembly 400 is comprised of a motor or other actuator 410,
a shaft 415, and a flag 420. The flag 420 includes a filter
aperture 424a. An optical path that the filter assembly 400 is
positioned across is shown as optical path 430. The optical
path may be a camera optical path, such as the optical path of
the camera 364 of FIG. 3, or a main projection light source
optical path, such as the optical path of the main projection
light source 345 in FIG. 3.

The motor or other actuator 410 has a shaft 415 attached by
any suitable means to a flag 420 that contains the filter aper-
ture 424a. In FIG. 4A the filter 424a is positioned in the
optical path 430.

FIG. 4B shows the filter assembly 400 in a second state. In
FIG. 4B the filter 424a is positioned differently by the motor
or actuator 410 in relation to the optical path 430 compared to
the position of filter 4244 in FIG. 4A. In the case of FIG. 4B
the filter 424aq is positioned to be located out of the optical
path 430.

FIG. 5A shows IPLDs 500 and 501 from a side view. Each
of the IPL.Ds 500 and 501 may be identical to the IPLD 102
shown in FIG. 1. The IPLDs 500 and 501 may include base
housings 510 and 515, yokes 520 and 525, and lamp housings
530 and 535, respectively.
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The base housing 510 for IPLD 500 is rotatably connected
to the yoke 520. The base housing 515 for IPLD 501 is
rotatably connected to the yoke 525. The lamp housing 530 is
rotatably connected to the yoke 520. The lamp housing 535 is
rotatably connected to the yoke 525.

In FIG. 5A, a modulated IR (Infrared) light control signal
540 is shown being emitted from IPLD 500 and light control
signal 540 is directed towards a stage or projection surface
548. A reflection of the modulated IR light control signal 540
from the stage 548 is shown as Infrared light signal 545 and is
captured by the camera (not shown) contained at IPL.D 501

IPLDs 500 and 501 both have an integral camera (which
may be identical to camera 364), a main projection light
source (which may be identical to main projection light
source 345) and an auxiliary light source (which may be
identical to auxiliary light source 372). A modulated IR light
control signal 540 which is projected from the auxiliary light
source in IPLD 500, which may be similar to or identical to
auxiliary light source 372 of the IPL.D 102, is shown projected
from the lamp housing 530 of IPL.D 500. The light signal 540
is shown being directed towards the stage or projection sur-
face 548 and the reflection of the light signal 545 is captured,
by the integral camera (not shown) contained at the lamp
housing 535 of 501. The modulated IR light signal 540 from
500 can be designed to act as a communication signal that
may send control messages or identifying information to
receiving IPLDs such as IPL.D 501. The art of modulating IR
signals to provide communications is known in the art of
consumer remote controls. Instead of the integral camera
(similar to device 364 of FIG. 3) of the IPLD 501 capturing
the image of the reflected signal off of the stage 548, the signal
540 from IPLD 500 could be pointed directly at the integral
camera of IPLD 501.

With the lighting system or apparatus 10 in use, the opera-
tor of the central controller 150 first addresses the particular
IPLD, such as IPLD 102, that the operator of the central
controller 150 would like to command. Next the operator may
command the particular IPLD, such as 102, to switch on the
auxiliary light source 372 shown in FIG. 3. As shown in FIG.
3, a central controller 150 has a communications system
comprised of communication line 136, communications
interface 138, and communications line 142, connected to an
IPLD 102 for sending address and command signals. The
address signals are received by the communications port 311
of the IPLD 102 and sent to the microprocessor 316. The
microprocessor 316 compares the address sent by the central
controller 150 to the operating address of the IPLD 102. The
operating address of the IPL.D 102 may be set by an installa-
tion technician by varying a set of switches (not shown)
located on the IPLD 102 itself or the unique operating address
may be fixed in the memory 315. As is done for prior art
IPLDs, if the address sent by the central controller 150
matches the operating address of the IPL.D 102 then the IPLD
102 is ready to operate on command signals next sent by the
central controller 150.

Ifthe command received by the IPLD 102 is to a “switch on
the auxiliary light source”, i.e. auxiliary light source 372, the
microprocessor 316 next sends the appropriate control sig-
nals to the auxiliary lamp control interface 374. The auxiliary
lamp control interface 374 upon receipt of lamp on control
signals from the microprocessor 316 next applies the appro-
priate power to the auxiliary light source 372 shown in FIG. 3.
The originating power to the auxiliary light source 372 may
be derived from the motor power supply 320, as IR LEDs
(light emitting diodes), if used, do not require substantial
amounts of power relative to the main projection lamp 345.
As many as one hundred IR (infrared) LEDS (light emitting
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diodes) may be used to comprise the auxiliary light source
372. Usually the greater the amount of IR LEDS used to
comprise the auxiliary light source 372 the greater the amount
of IR energy emitted by the auxiliary light source. The aux-
iliary light source 372 may receive its power from a separate
power supply (not shown). In any case the auxiliary lamp
control interface 374, shown in FIG. 3, switches power to the
auxiliary light source 372 when appropriate command signals
are received from the microprocessor 316 providing an aux-
iliary lamp control parameter.

The lamp control parameter that comprises the auxiliary
light source 372 may provide for the switching on or off of the
auxiliary light source 372 or the auxiliary light source 372
may be modulated such as with pulse width modulation or a
modulation that could provide a recognizable IR (infrared)
light output signal to a remote IR receiver. The modulation of
the auxiliary light source 372 could be used to project control
instructions from the IPLD, such as IPLD 102. IPLDs may
communicate special commands between each other using
the modulated auxiliary light source or a particular IPLD,
such as IPL.D 102, may be able to recognize the IR “signa-
ture” of another IPLD, such as IPLD 104, that is projecting in
a location that is imaged by the particular IPLD.

FIG. 5B shows a side view of IPLD 102 and several other
devices to be described. The auxiliary light source 372, shown
in FIG. 3, within the lamp housing 230 emits a modulated IR
(Infrared) light signal 585 towards an external IR light receiv-
ing device 588. The external receiving device 588 is con-
nected to control external devices such as the fireworks device
590 and the confetti cannon device 592.

The modulated IR light control signal emitted from the
auxiliary light source of the lamp housing, such as lamp
housing 230 of IPLD 102, could be used to trigger external
receiving devices located at a distance from the emitting
IPLD such as other theatrical effects that have been fitted with
the appropriated IR light receivers connected to receive the
modulated IR light signal from the auxiliary light source,
such as auxiliary light source 372 in FIG. 3. The creation of
modulated IR light signals by switching an IR light source is
well known in the art of consumer remote control devices.
Such remote control devices vary the modulation time and
duration of infrared light pulses to create an infrared light
control signal.

The auxiliary light source 372 in FIG. 3 within the lamp
housing 230 emits a modulated IR light signal 585 towards an
external IR receiving device 588. The external receiving
device 588 has a sensor that receives the modulated IR signal
from the auxiliary light source 372 of IPLD 102. The external
receiver 588 processes the modulated IR control signals and
controls devices that are connected to the external receiver
588. For example, the fireworks device 590 and a confetti
cannon device 592 are shown connected to the receiver 588.
The devices 590 and 592 can be remotely triggered or con-
trolled by commands sent from the modulated IR signal emit-
ted from the IPL.D 102. The modulated IR signal as created by
the auxiliary light source 372 shown in FIG. 3, is controlled as
an auxiliary light source parameter and as such is controlled
by an operator of the central controller 150 of FIG. 3.

The invention makes use of filter assemblies, such as filter
assemblies 366 and 368 of FIG. 3. that are filters driven by
actuators that either filters out IR and transmits visible or
filters out visible and transmits IR. The control of the filter
assemblies, such as filter assemblies 366 and 368, are addi-
tional control parameters for the IPLD, suchas IPL.D 102, that
are controlled from the central controller, such as central
controller 150. In FIG. 3, two filter assemblies 366 and 368
are shown in the path of the camera 364. Each of the filter
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assemblies 366 and 368 may be identical to the filter assembly
400 shownin FIGS. 4A and 4B. Filter assembly 366 may have
its filter, such as filter 424a as an infrared blocking filter (or IR
cut filter).

Filter 424a or filter aperture 4244, can be considered to be
an IR cut filter. When the filter 424a is in the optical path of the
camera 364 (between the camera and a stage or projection
surface 399 in FIG. 3) infrared light is blocked to the camera
364 and the camera 364 only receives visible light. The block-
ing of infrared light insures that only accurate visible images
from visible light are captured by the camera 364. The pro-
jection surface 399 can be a performer, an audience member,
a stage, or any other projection surface.

The filter assembly 366 containing the infrared blocking
filter (or IR cut filter) is controlled in and out of the optical
path of the camera 364 by the motor or actuator such as 410 of
FIG. 4A. The motor or actuator, such as 410 may be con-
trolled by the motor control interface 318 of FIG. 3. The filter
assembly 368 that has its filter, such as 424a, as a visible
blocking filter may be the same type of filter assemblies as
shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B. When the visible blocking filter
(or the VIS cut filter), such as filter 424a is positioned into the
optical path 430 of the camera 364, such as in FI1G. 4A, only
infrared light can be captured by the camera 364 and visible
light is blocked. This allows the camera 364 to only capture
IR light from the stage or other areas in the show while not
allowing the camera 364 to capture visible light. The result is
the camera 364 produces only IR images that are different
than the visible images as seen by the audience as the audi-
ence sees only images created by visible light. This is also
useful in providing new and pleasing special effects.

The filter assemblies 366 and 368 are operated to place
their filters, such as 4244 in and out of the path, such as path
430, of the camera, such as camera 364 by signals from the
motor control interface 318 of FIG. 3. Wiring connections
from the motor control interface 318 to the filter assemblies
366 and 368 are not shown for simplification. To operate the
filter assemblies 366 and 368, first the operator of the central
controller 150 selects an IPLD from a plurality of IPLDs,
such as 102, 104, and 106 in FIG. 1, that the operator would
like to control. The particular IPLD that the operator wants to
control is sent the appropriate address over the communica-
tion system or apparatus 10 (such as from central controller
150 via communications line 136 and communications inter-
face 138 and communications line 142 to IPLD 102), and
received at the communications port 311 of FIG. 3. The
address signal received by the communications port 311 is
sent to the microprocessor 316. The microprocessor 316 com-
pares the address sent by the central controller 150 to the
operating address of the IPLD, such as IPLD 102. If the
address matches the operating address of the particular IPLD
from the plurality of IPLDs then the particular IPLD is ready
to receive a command signal as desired by the operator of the
central controller 150. The command signal sent over the
communications system over lines 136, 142 and communi-
cations interface 138, to the particular IPL.D (for example 102
of FIG. 3) can be a command to place the IR filter, such as
filter 424a, in the optical path 430 of the camera 364, which
effectively blocks IR from reaching the camera 364.

This command of course is received by the particular IPLD
communications port such as 311 of FIG. 3 and the command
is processed by the microprocessor, such as 316 and appro-
priate control signals are sent to the motor control interface
318. The motor control interface 318 sends a control signal to
the actuators of the filter assemblies, in this case 366 of FIG.
3. The signal causes the filter assembly 366 to place the IR cut
filter in the optical path 430 of the camera 364. The VIS cut
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filter, or visible light cut filter, which may be a filter identical
to filter 4244, with the exception that visible light is filtered
instead of infrared light, in the filter assembly 368 of FIG. 3
operates from the central controller 150 in the same way after
receiving specific commands for the operation of the visible
light cut filter.

Improvements in camera sensors have improved low light
and infrared imaging sensitivity. One type of camera sensor
that has made this possible is the EXview HAD CCD (trade-
marked) developed by Sony (trademarked) Corporation of
Tokyo, Japan. EXview HAD CCD (trademarked) sensor
technology has made it possible to use as video information
the charge of near infrared light that previously was not pos-
sible with conventional CCD technology. Camera devices
using EXview HAD CCD (trademarked) technology can
achieve 0.7 lux sensitivity in the visible light region and
sensitivity greater than 0.02 lux in the IR light region wherein
Iux (symbolized 1x) is the unit of illuminance or luminance in
the International System of Units. The lower the value of lux
the better the camera can image in low light situations). One
such camera useful to the integration of IPL.Ds and cameras is
the Sony (trademarked) FCBEX480A. This camera can be
configured to receive control information from a video con-
trol interface such as video control interface 317 shown in
FIG. 3. This particular camera has an IR cut filter assembly
similar to the filter assembly 400 as shown in FIGS. 4A and
4Bb included in its optical path that can be controlled with the
video control interface 317. Video control interface 317 can
receive command signals from the microprocessor 316 to
operate the functions ofthe camera 364 and the integral IR cut
filter. The functions of the camera as controlled by the video
control interface 317 are commanded by the central controller
150 over a communication system or apparatus 10 as previ-
ously described above.

The auxiliary light source 372 of FIG. 3 may be omitted if
required. In this case it is possible to use the IR generated by
the main projection light source or lamp 345. It is known in
the art to filter any undesired infrared light out from a main
projection light source, such as from main projection light
source 345. To do this a cold mirror as known in the art may
beused as areflecting mirror 344 as shown in FIG. 3. The cold
mirror (such as mirror 344) only reflects visible light while IR
light passes through the cold mirror 344. The undesired IR
light from the main projection lamp 345 therefore is greatly
reduced and does not pass as light shown by arrow 380. The
projection optical system located in the housing 102 of FIG.
3 is comprised of the reflecting mirror 344, the main projec-
tion lamp 345, the condensing lens 347, the filter assemblies
378, 342, 349, and 376, the light valve 346 and the focusing
lens 351. This reduces heat to sensitive components.

Also it is known in the prior art to use a hot mirror, not
shown. The mirror 344 is the mirror used to capture and
reflect light. We call it the reflecting mirror (as in the above
paragraph). A hot mirror is a different component (as known
in the art) it is a flat filter glass that allows visible light to pass
while reflecting IR. It is commonly (as known in the art) used
after a lamp to reflect IR light but pass visible light. A hot
mirror which is a device known in the art and is not shown can
be placed in the projection optical system such as perpendicu-
larto the optical system path, such as path 430, (the projection
optical path from the main lamp is in the direction of arrow
380 of FIG. 3), so that IR (infrared) light is reflected back
toward the main projection light source or lamp 345 and
visible light passes freely through. Filter assembly 378 in
FIG. 3 may contain a hot mirror that reflects IR yet allows
visible light to pass. The filter assembly may be designed
similar to that shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B.
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When the IR filter, such as filter 424a in FIG. 4A, of the
filter assembly 378 is in the projection light path, such as path
430, visible light passes freely through but IR is blocked or
reflected. This allows components that are sensitive to heat to
be used and prevents overheating damage to those compo-
nents as known in the art. Under certain conditions the filter
assembly could remove the hot mirror filter of filter assembly
378 from the projection optical path, such as path 430 and
allow the IR and visible light to pass freely in the direction of
arrow 380. When the hot mirror of filter assembly 378 is
removed allowing IR and visible light to pass freely, filter
assembly 376 may place a VIS (visible light) blocking filter in
the projection light path, such as path 430. In this way visible
and IR from the main projection lamp 345 is allowed to pass
through the filter assembly 378 but the visible light is blocked
by the VIS cut filter 376. Only the IR is allowed to pass
through the lens 351 in the direction of arrow 380. The filter
assemblies 378 and 376 would be operated by command
signals sent over the communication system from the central
controller similar to that explained for filter assemblies 366
and 368. In this way the auxiliary light source, such as aux-
iliary light source 372, is not required. In the preferred
embodiment of the present invention an auxiliary light source
372, is used. This avoids designing the optical system for the
main projection lamp 345 to avoid overheating when IR
passes through the system.

In some cases enough IR may pass through the hot mirror
filter of filter assembly 378 even when the filter is in the main
projection lamp optical path that still allows sufficient IR
energy that can be used for illumination of the audience or the
stage in a show. In this case only the VIS cut filter assembly
376 may be required as it is still an advantage to block visible
light while projecting only IR. With the VIS filter in place and
sufficient IR energy emitted from the main projection lamp
345, images created by the light valve 346 and projected by
the output lens 351 in the direction of arrow 380 on to a
projection surface, would only be seen or imaged by an IR
camera. This could provide pleasing effects to an audience
where text, graphic images or other images are created by the
light valve 346 of F1G. 3 and the visible light is filtered out by
the VIS (“VIS” stands for visible light) cut filter 376 and only
the residual IR light and the associated image created by the
light valve 346 is passed through the focusing lens 351 in the
direction of arrow 380 toward the stage or other projection
surface 399. The integrated camera 364 of FIG. 3 can image
the IR images created by the light valve 346 and send these
images to the video control interface 317. The images can
next be sent to the processor 316 for processing and out to the
communications port 311. IPLDs, such as 102, 104, and 106,
may send camera images between each other as explained in
the applicant’s pending patent application Ser. No. 10/090,
926 titled “Method, apparatus and system for image projec-
tion lighting” filed Mar. 4, 2002, incorporated by reference
herein. The visualization of graphical text or other images by
an audience that are projected by the light valve 346 appear
only in IR. The integrated camera 364 or a separate remote
camera may be used to visualize the images projected in IR
only by the IPLD, such as IPLD 102.

Cameras that are capable of capturing images of infrared
light or imaging infrared produce a black and white image or
monochrome image when imaging infrared. The black and
white image produced by the camera contains different inten-
sity levels of black to white based upon the amount of infrared
imaged captured by the camera. The monochrome image is
similar to that of a black and white television. The IPLD 102
of FIG. 3 can colorize the black and white infrared image as
produced by the camera 364. This is done by sending the
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infrared camera image captured by the camera 364 to the
video control interface 317 The video control interface 317 or
the processor 316 or a separate video control system can have
features for manipulation of the incoming video image. Col-
orization of the infrared image can occur with the video
control interface 317 first receiving the black and white
images from the camera 364. An operator of the central con-
troller, such as central controller 150, first addresses the par-
ticular IPLD to be controlled such as 102 of FIG. 3. Next the
operator may command the filter assembly 366 containing the
IR cut filter, such as filter 400 shown in FIG. 4A, to remove the
IR cut filter, such as 400, out of the camera optical path, such
as path 430, as already explained above. With the IR cut filter
out of the optical path 430, the camera 364, is most sensitive
to IR. Next the operator may enable the IR auxiliary light
source 372 to be on as explained in detail above. The IR
images received and captured by the camera 364 might be for
example a performer located on a stage. The IR images from
the camera 364 are sent to the video control interface 317. The
operator may send a command from the central controller 150
to colorize the IR images that are being captured by the
camera 364. In this case the communication port 311 receives
the command signals to colorize the image. The command
signals are forwarded to the microprocessor 316 where they
are processed and control signals are sent to the video control
interface 317. The video control interface 317 is capable of
receiving the IR image signals as sent by the camera 364 and
associating levels of red, green and blue (additive colors) to
the varying levels of intensities of the black and white IR
camera signal from the camera 364. For example, the dark
areas ofthe IR monochrome image that is associated with low
IR level intensities might be associated with the blue color to
represent a colder part of the image. The brightest part (high-
est intensity) of the IR monochrome image might be associ-
ated with a red color as the brightest part of the IR mono-
chrome image is the warmest. In this way the black and white
or monochrome image can be colorized and provide a pleas-
ing effect to the audience. The colorized IR images can be
projected by the IPLD itself, such as IPLD 102, or sent to
other IPLDs, such as IPLD 104 or 106 for projection.

It is also possible to modify the camera images as received
by the video control interface 317 in other ways. For example,
the camera images may be modified in other ways by the
electronics of the IPLD 102, such as the video control inter-
face 317. The images from or camera 364 of FIG. 3, can be
modified and then may be projected by the projection optical
system as formed by the light valve 346 from lens 351 in the
direction of arrow 380. The images captured by the camera
364 may be modified with video distortions, magnifications,
rotation and other modifications which provide a pleasing
visual effect. The modified camera images can be projected
from the projection optical system of the IPL.D 102 contain-
ing the camera 364 or the modified images or data reflecting
the modified images can be sent to the communications port
311 for transmission to other IPLDs, such as IPLD 104, 106,
or 108, as described above.

The camera 364 of the apparatus or IPLD 102 has an
optical path that is not superimposed with an optical path of
the main projection lamp 345. This insures the highest level of
efficiency as the two optical paths are separate and are not
subject to the compromises. This is contrary to the prior art.
The two optical paths as shown by arrows 380 and 382 of FIG.
3, are parallel.

With the optical path 382 of the camera 364 and the optical
path 380 of the main lamp projection lamp 345 not superim-
posed but parallel, as shown by the arrows of 380 and 382, the
images captured by the camera 364 are not truly centered with
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the projected images projected on the optical path 380 of the
main projection lamp 345. The images are not centered by the
distance the camera is mounted away from the projection lens
351 in the IPLD 102.

One object of the invention is to remotely adjust the posi-
tion of the camera 364 in the IPLD 102 so that the camera’s
optical path 382 can be substantially aligned with the main
projection lamp optical path 380 on the projection surface
399. The positioning of the camera 364 can be controlled by
commands from the central controller 150.

Another object of the invention is to adjust the position of
the camera 364 in the IPLD 102 so that the camera’s optical
path 382 can be aligned with the main projection lamp optical
path 380 on the projection surface 399 automatically. Using
the distance the focusing lens 351 of the IPLD 102 needs to
travel to obtain a focus on the projection surface 399 at a
particular distance the IPLD processor 316 automatically
changes the positioning of the integrated camera 364 to align
the camera optical path 382 and the main projection lamp
optical path 380 on the projection surface 399.

It is another object of the invention to adjust the position of
the camera 364 in the IPLD 102 so that the camera’s optical
path 382 can be adjusted in relation to the main projection
lamp’s optical path 380 on the projection surface 399.

The main projection lamp optical path 380 outside of the
IPLD 102 can be referred to as the projection field. The
camera optical path 382 outside or the IPLD 102 can be
referred to as the camera field.

FIG. 6 shows a projection surface 610 at a distance of
approximately D1S from an image projection lighting device
(IPLD) 102a. Dotted lines 690a and 692a show the camera
field outside of the lamp housing 230a. The camera field,
shown by 690a and 6924, is established by a camera optical
path 382a of the camera 364. Dotted lines 694a and 696a
show the projection field outside of the lamp housing 230aq.
The projection field is established by a main projection lamp
optical path 380a. The lamp housing 230« is similar to the
lamp housing 230 of FIG. 3 except that some of the optical
components are omitted for simplification and a focus motor
drive system for the focusing lens 351 is additionally shown.
A bearing 225 is shown, which may be identical to the bearing
225 of FIG. 2 and 225 of FIG. 3. An electronics housing 210
is shown which may be identical to the electronics housing
2100fFIG. 3. A communications cable 142 is shown that may
be identical to the communications cable 142 of FIG. 1 and
FIG. 3. A focus motor 666 is shown with a lead screw shaft
664 threaded into a power nut bracket 662. The power nut
bracket 662 is attached to the focusing lens 351a. The lens
351 may be identical to the lens 351 of FIG. 3.

A distance D1F is the distance from the focusing lens to the
motor 666. The camera 364 may be identical to the camera
364 of FIG. 3 and is shown with window 370 that may be
identical to the window 370 of FIG. 3.

FIG. 7 shows a projection surface 610 at a distance of
approximately D2S from IPLD 102a. Dotted lines 6905 and
6925 show the camera field outside of the lamp housing 230aq.
The camera field is established by the camera optical path
382b. Dotted lines 6945 and 6965 show the projection field
outside of the lamp housing 230a. The projection field is
established by the main projection lamp optical path 3805.
The lamp housing 230a may be similar to or identical to the
lamp housing 230 of FIG. 3 except that some of the optical
components are omitted for simplification and a focus motor
drive system for the focusing lens 351 is additionally shown.
A bearing 225 is shown that may be identical to the bearing
225 of FIG. 2 and 225 of FIG. 3. An electronics housing 210
is shown which may be identical to the electronics housing
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210 of FIG. 3. A communications cable 142 is shown which
may be identical to the communications cable 142 of FIG. 1
and FIG. 3. A focus motor 666 is shown with a lead screw
shaft 664 threaded into a power nut bracket 662. The power
nut bracket 662 is attached to the focusing lens 351. The lens
351 may be identical to the lens 351 of FIG. 3. A distance D2F
is the distance from the focusing lens 351 to the motor 666. A
camera 364 may be identical to the camera 364 of FIG. 3 and
is shown with a window 370 that may be identical to the
window 370 of FIG. 3.

FIG. 6 shows a lamp housing 230a similar to the lamp
housing 230 of FIG. 3. Lamp housing 230a of FIG. 6 has been
simplified by not showing all of the components shown in the
lamp housing 230 of FIG. 3. The focusing lens 351 of FIG. 6
is shown and is similar to the focusing lens 351 of FIG. 3.
Additionally a means for remotely adjusting the focus of the
focusing lens 351 a is shown. Different means for mechaniz-
ing the focusing lens 351 for remote control of focus is known
in the art. The means shown in FIG. 6 shows the focusing lens
351 attached to a power nut 662 that is in turn linearly driven
by lead screw shaft 664 that is attached by any suitable means
to the motor 666. The motor 666 is fixed to the lamp housing
230aq by any suitable means. As the lead screw 664 is rotated
the power nut 662 with the focusing lens 351 moves towards
oraway from the motor 666. The movement of the lens 351 by
the motor lead screw drive allows remote control of the focus
of'the lens 351 as known in the art. The motor 666 is driven by
control signals from the motor control interface 318 of F1G. 3.
The motor control interface 318 of FIG. 3 receives control
signals from the processor 316. The communications port 311
of FIG. 3 receives commands over the communication system
and the communications port 311 passes these control com-
mands to the processor 316 for remote control of the focus
lens 351. The remote control of a focus lens in a multiparam-
eter light by a central controller is known in the art.

Motor 666 of FIG. 6 may be a stepping motor or a servo
motor or any actuator that can be incrementally controlled by
the processor 316 of FIG. 3. The incremental control of the
motor 666 by known values allows the operator of the central
controller 150 to precisely position the focusing lens 351 with
numerical values as known in the art. For example if the
focusing lens 351 of FIG. 6 needs to move 2 mm from the
motor 666 to obtain the proper focus of the image on the
projection surface 610 a value of “2” may be selected from the
central controller 150. The focus value change commands
sent from the central controller 150 as received by the image
projection lighting device 102 control the focusing lens 351
distance D1F of FIG. 6 and D2F of FIG. 7.

FIG. 6 illustrates the projection field as established by the
main projection light source optical path formed by dotted
lines 6964 and 6944 on the projection surface 610 and are not
centered with the camera field as established by the camera
optical path as illustrated by dotted lines 690a and 692a. FIG.
7 illustrates a projection surface 610 that is at a distance
greater from the IPLD 102a shown as D2S than the distance
D1S of FIG. 6. The focusing lens distance D2F of FIG. 7 is
greater than the focusing distance D1F of FIG. 6 because the
distance D2S to the projection surface 610 is greater than the
distance D18 to the projection surface 610. The lens 351 has
been moved a greater distance from the motor 666 from FI1G.
6 to FIG. 7 by known incremental movements of the motor
lead screw shaft 664. These incremental movements of the
focusing lens 351 of IPL.D 1024 are controlled by the central
controller 150 as known in the art. The distance from the
projection surface 610 of FIG. 6 shown as D1S and the dis-
tance of the lens 351 to the motor 666 shown as DI1F to
achieve the desired focus of the images on the projection
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surface 610 as created by the light valve 346 (shown in FIG.
3) has a known and repeatable relationship. The distance of
the focusing lens 351 to the motor 666 is used by way of
example since the motor 666 is fixed to the lamp housing
230q and could be similar to a distance of the focusing lens
351 to the light valve 346 which is also fixed to the lamp
housing 2304 not shown in FIGS. 6-9, for simplification. In
any case the to achieve a focus of the images created by the
light valve 346 of the IPLD 102 or 102a on a projection
surface, such as 610, at a particular distance, the focusing lens
351 must move a known amount to achieve focus at that
particular distance.

FIG. 7 shows that the projection surface 610 is at a distance,
D28, from the IPLD 1024, which is greater than the distance
D1S of FIG. 6. As the distance from the projection surface
610 to the IPLD 102a increases the camera field (as illustrated
by dotted lines 6905 and 6924) and the projection field (as
illustrated by 6945 and 6965) appear to be in better alignment
(nearly superimposed) closer to the projection surface as
shown in FIG. 7. Depending on how close the camera 364 of
FIG. 7 is mounted to the focusing lens 351 in the IPLD 1024
and how far the projection surface 610 is from the IPLD 102a,
the lack of alignment of the camera field and the projection
field may or may not be acceptable to the viewer or operator
or the lighting system such as system 10 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 shows a projection surface 610 at a distance illus-
trated as D1S from IPLD 1025. The projection surface 610
may be identical to the projection surface 610 of FIG. 6. The
distance illustrated as D1S may be identical to the distance
D18 of FIG. 6. Dotted lines 690c and 692¢ show the camera
field outside of the lamp housing 230a. The camera field is
established by the camera optical path 382¢. Dotted lines
694¢ and 696c¢ show the projection field outside of the lamp
housing 230a. The projection field is established by the main
projection lamp optical path 380c. The lamp housing 230aq is
similar to the lamp housing 230 of FIG. 3 except that some of
the optical components are omitted for simplification and a
focus motor drive system for the focusing lens 351 is addi-
tionally shown. A bearing 225 is shown that is similar to the
bearing 225 of FIG. 2 and 225 of FIG. 3. An electronics
housing 210 is shown which is similar to the electronics
housing 210 of FIG. 3. A communications cable 142 is shown
that is similar to the communications cable 142 of FIG. 1 and
FIG. 3. A focus motor 666 is shown with a lead screw shaft
664 threaded into a power nut bracket 662. The power nut
bracket is attached to the focusing lens 351. The lens 351 is
similar to the lens 351 of FIG. 3. A distance D1F is approxi-
mately the distance from the focusing lens 351 to the motor
666 and is similar to the distance D1F of FIG. 6. A camera
364a is similar to the camera 364 of FIG. 3 and is shown with
awindow 370 that is similar to 370 of FIG. 3. A motor 670 has
a shaft 672qa attached to a cam wheel 6744 by any suitable
means. The camera 364a is mounted to a mounting bracket
680a that has a pin 682 applied as a pivot point. The camera
364a is also mounted to a cam follower bracket 684a that
follows the cam wheel 674a. A spring 678a is attached to the
cam follower bracket 684a by any suitable means and
attached to the housing 230a by a fastener 676. The angle
AAL1 is shown to display the deviation of the camera optical
path from perpendicular to the window 382.

FIG. 9 shows a projection surface 610 at a distance illus-
trated as D2S from IPL.D 1025. The projection surface 610 is
similar to the projection surface 610 of FIG. 7. The distance
illustrated as D28 is similar to the distance D2S of FIG. 7.
Dotted lines 6904 and 692d show the camera field outside of
the lamp housing 230a. The camera field is established by the
camera optical path 382d. Dotted lines 694d and 6964 show
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the projection field outside of the lamp housing 230a. The
projection field is established by the main projection lamp
optical path 3804. The lamp housing 230« is similar to the
lamp housing 230 of FIG. 3 except that some of the optical
components are omitted for simplification and a focus motor
drive system for the focusing lens 351 is additionally shown.
A bearing 225 is shown that is similar to the bearing 225 of
FIG. 2 and 225 of FIG. 3. An electronics housing 210 is shown
which is similar to the electronics housing 210 of FIG. 3. A
communications cable 142 is shown that is similar to the
communications cable 142 of FIG. 1 and FIG. 3. A focus
motor 666 is shown with a lead screw shaft 664 threaded into
apower nut bracket 662. The power nut bracket is attached to
the focusing lens 351. The lens 351 is similar to the lens 351
of FIG. 3. A distance D2F is the distance from the focusing
lens to the motor 666 and is similar to the distance D2F of
FIG. 7. A camera 364a is similar to the camera 364 of FIG. 3
and is shown with a window 370 that is similar to 370 of FIG.
3. A motor 670 has a shaft 672a which is similar to shaft 672a
of FIG. 8 and is attached to a cam wheel 674a which is similar
to cam wheel 674a of FIG. 8 by any suitable means. The
camera 364a of FIG. 3 which is similar to camera 364a of
FIG. 8 is mounted to a mounting bracket 680a which is
similar to bracket 680a of FIG. 8a that has a pin 682 applied
as a pivot point. The camera is also mounted to a cam follower
bracket 6844 which is similar to bracket 684a that follows the
cam wheel 674a which is similar to 674a of FIG. 8. A spring
6785 is similar to spring 678a of FIG. 8 and is attached to the
cam follower bracket 684a which is similar to cam follower
bracket 684a of FIG. 8 by any suitable means and attached to
the housing 230q by a fastener 676. The angle AA1 is shown
to display the deviation of the camera optical path from per-
pendicular to the window 370.

FIG. 8 shows an IPLD 1025 at a distance D18 similar to the
distance D1S of FIG. 6. The camera 364a is shown tilted by a
tilting mechanism so that the camera field (shown by dashed
lines 692¢ and 690c¢) and the projection field (shows by
dashed lines 694¢ and 696¢) better appear to align or super-
impose to the viewer or operator on the projection surface
610. The camera 364a has a mounting bracket 680q that has
apin 682 applied as a pivot point. An additional bracket 684a
is used as a cam follower and is moved by the cam wheel
674a. The cam wheel 674a¢ is driven by a motor 670 and is
connected to the motors shaft 6724 in any suitable fashion. A
return spring 678q is attached to the cam follower bracket
684a at one end in any suitable fashion and to the lamp
housing 230a with a fastener 676.

The motor 670 is connected by wiring not shown to the
motor control interface such as motor control interface 318 of
FIG. 3. Command signals are sent from a central controller,
such as central controller 150 of FIG. 1 via the communica-
tion system which may include 136, 138, and 142 of FIG. 1.
The communication port 311 of FIG. 3 receives control com-
mands over the communication system to incrementally
rotate the motor shaft 672¢ as commanded by the central
controller 150. The communication port 311 forwards these
commands to the microprocessor 316. The processor 316
after receiving a command to incrementally move the motor
shaft 672a a particular location value, forwards the correct
control signals to the motor control interface 318. The motor
control interface 318 provides the driving signals to the motor
670 of FIG. 8 over wires not shown. The driving signals move
the motor shaft 672a a precise increment and in turn the cam
wheel 674a is rotated that particular increment. The rotation
of the cam wheel 674a on the cam follower bracket 684a
changes the angle of the camera 364a optical path from per-
pendicular to the window 370 similar to FIG. 7, to the angle
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AA1. The camera angle change results in a change of the
camera optical path 382¢ position or angle in relation to the
main projection lamp optical path 380c.

FIG. 9 shows a projection surface 610 that is at a distance
shown as D2S from lamp housing 230a. For the camera field
and the projection field to closely align themselves on the
projection surface the camera angle AA2 is slightly reduced
from the angle AA1 shown if FIG. 8. The motor 670 has been
signaled to move its shaft 672q and in turn cam wheel 674a
has been rotated from the position held as 674a of FIG. 8. The
return spring 678a that is attached to the lamp housing 230a
by fastener 676 keeps the cam follower bracket 684a tight
against the cam wheel 6745.

FIG. 9 shows that the camera field as illustrated by dotted
lines 6904 and 6924 and the projection field as illustrated by
the dotted lines 6944 and 696d. The camera field and the
projection field have been aligned on the projection surface
by the change of angle AA2 from that of the required angle
AA1 of FIG. 8. When the IPL.D lamp housing 230a is rotated
in relation to the electronics housing 225 by commands from
the central controller as known in the art, the desired projec-
tion surface in the direction of the projection field and camera
field may be at a greater or lesser distance such as D1S or FIG.
8 and D2S or FIG. 9. When the projection surface distance is
changed it is desirable to adjust the focus of the focusing lens
to obtain a focused image. With the invention when a new
projection surface distance requires focusing of the focusing
lens of a particular IPLD it is possible for the operator of the
central controller to also change the position of the camera to
best align the camera field and the projection field on the
projection surface.

In FIG. 9 the distance to the projection surface from the
lamp housing 230a of IPLD 102 illustrated as D2S has been
increased from the distance D1S of FIG. 8. The operator will
naturally want adjust the focus of the lens 351 in FIG. 9 to
bring the projected image into focus. Because D2S of FIG. 9
is greater than the previous distance D1S of FIG. 8 an adjust-
ment of the camera position angle AA2 is best to align the
camera field to the projection field. The operator sends the
appropriate command signals over the communication sys-
tem as previously described to be received by the communi-
cations port 311 or FIG. 3. The communication port 311
receives the commands and sends the commands to the pro-
cessor 316 where they are processed and the appropriate
control signals are sent to the motor control interface 318. The
motor control interface 318 of FIG. 3 incrementally moves
the motor shaft 6725 of the motor 670 of FIG. 9 so that the
cam wheel 674a by way of rotational pressure on the cam
follower bracket 684a changes the camera 364a angle illus-
trated as AA2. The operator by using command signals from
the central controller will adjust the angle of the camera field
to best suit the projection field depending of the distance from
the projection surface. Also the camera field of IPL.D 102 may
be adjusted by the operator of the central control system to
highly deviate away from the projection field of IPLD 102 so
that the camera field is located on a completely different
surface in relation to the projection field. The deviation of the
camera field purposely away from the projection field may be
controled by the operator of the central controller so that the
camera may receive images from a projection surface that are
not located in the projection field.

For any change in distance such as distance D1S and D2S
or FIGS. 8 and 9 respectively, the focusing lens 351 needs to
be have its distance from motor 666 adjusted in order to
achieve the best focus at a particular distance such as D2S. As
known in the art, there is a relationship between the distance
a particular lens, such as 351, needs to move from the image
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created by the light valve, such as light valve 346, to the
distance to the projection surface, such as projection surface
610, to achieve the best focus. A lookup table can be created
in the memory 215 of FIG. 3 in IPLD 102. This lookup table
can be a document in memory which specifies the number or
increments that the motor 666 has to turn the lead screw shaft
662 in order to achieve focus at a particular distance. For
example, the lookup table may have in its contents, or in a
document in memory, that six incremental moves of the motor
lead screw shaft 664 result in a distance of D2F and a good
focus at distance D1S of FIG. 8. The lookup table can also
contain the knowledge that at distance D1S of FIG. 8 the
camera 364a requires the position or angle AA1 which may
be three increments of the motor shaft 6724 that rotates the
cam wheel 674a to change the camera angle AA1 as previ-
ously explained.

The lookup table may contain the range or useful projec-
tion distances from the IPLD 1024 for example if the focusing
lens 351 of FIG. 9 is moved by moving the lead screw 664
twelve increments to a value of D2F this achieves a good
focus at distance D2S. The lookup table can also contain the
knowledge that at distance D2S of FIG. 9 the camera 364a
requires the position AA2 which is six increments of the
motor shaft 6725 that rotates the cam wheel 6745 to change
the camera angle AA2. This can be done for the full range of
useable projection distances to the projection surface, such as
610, to be focused upon. A lookup table can be included in
memory, such as memory 315 of FIG. 3. The lookup table
may have documentation of the relationship between the dis-
tance of movement of the focusing lens 351 and the change of
position of the camera 364 or 364a. The processor, such as
processor 316 of FIG. 3 can automatically update the position
of the camera angle such as angle AA2 of FIG. 9 as the lens
351 is focused to obtain a best image on various projection
surfaces at the various distances from the IPLD 102a.

An operator of the central control system 150 sends a
command to change the focus of a particular IPLD such as
IPLD 102a of FIG. 9. The appropriate command is received
by the communications port 311 of FIG. 3. The command is
then sent to the processor 316. The processor 316 sends the
control signals to the motor control interface 318. The motor
control interface 318 sends the appropriate number of incre-
ments to move the focus motor lead screw shaft 662 of IPLD
102a as commanded originally from the operator of the cen-
tral controller 150. Accessing the memory 315, the processor
316 looks up in the lookup up table the number of increments
sent to the focusing lens motor lead screw shaft 664 that
achieved a distance of D2F of FIG. 9 and then finds the
required number of increments required to move the motor
shaft 67254 to achieve the angle or position AA2 that in turn
provides an alignment of the camera field and the projection
field onthe projection surface 610 at a distance of D2S of FIG.
9. In this way the operator need only to command changes to
the IPLD 102q for adjusting the focusing lens 351 for a
particular projection distance and the camera position is auto-
matically adjusted for best alignment on the projection sur-
face 610.

Instead of a lookup table that has a finite number of incre-
ments required for the adjustment of the camera position in
relation to the focus lens position as described above, it is
preferred that a ratio be established between the focus lens
351 distance of travel and the required position of the camera
364 or 364a to achieve the alignment of the camera field and
the projection field on the focused projection surface, such as
610. For example four millimeters (mm) of focus lens travel
equates to two degrees of camera angle change to obtain the
best alignment of the camera field and the projection field. In
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this example a two to one ratio is established and the proces-
sor of IPLD 102 as described needs only update the camera
364 or 364a position angle change by this ratio. Using a ratio
to calculate the angle the camera 364a changes in relation to
the movement of the focusing lens 351. Any camera angle can
be calculated for any focus lens movement and in turn obtain
best alignment of the camera field and the projection field at
the projection surface, such as 610. It is only necessary as
known in the art to store the ratio in memory 315 of FIG. 3 and
have the processor 316 use the ratio stored in the memory 315
to apply the appropriate change of camera position when the
focus lens 351 is adjusted to achieve the best alignment on the
projection surface 610 of the camera field and the projection
field.

Although the invention has been described by reference to
particular illustrative embodiments thereof, many changes
and modifications of the invention may become apparent to
those skilled in the art without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention. It is therefore intended to include
within this patent all such changes and modifications as may
reasonably and properly be included within the scope of the
present invention’s contribution to the art.

I claim:

1. A lighting apparatus comprising:

a lamp housing including a light valve and a main projec-

tion lamp;

acommunications port for receiving address and command

signals from a central controller;

a camera,

a visible light cut filter;

wherein the camera is capable of capturing visible and

infrared images, and wherein the camera has an optical
path;

wherein the visible light cut filter is located in the optical

path of the camera;

wherein the visible light cut filter is controlled to be placed

in or out of the camera optical path by one or more
command signals received by the communication port;
wherein the main projection lamp has an optical path;
and wherein the position of the camera can be adjusted so
that the optical path of the camera is adjusted with
respect to the optical path of the main projection lamp.
2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein
the camera can be adjusted so that the optical path of the
camera is substantially aligned with respect to the opti-
cal path of the main projection lamp.

3. A lighting apparatus comprising:

a base housing;

alamp housing including a light valve and a lamp; wherein

the lamp housing can be positioned in relation to the base
housing by a motor;

acommunications port for receiving address and command

signals from a controller;
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a camera;
wherein the camera is capable of capturing images, and
wherein the camera has an optical path;

wherein the camera has a position in relation to the lamp

housing;

wherein the position of the camera in relation to the lamp

housing is varied by a motor from a first position to a
second position in response to a command compliant
with DMX protocol from an operator of said controller.

4. The lighting apparatus of claim 3 wherein

the camera further comprises an infrared cut filter.

5. The lighting apparatus of claim 3 wherein

the camera further comprises a visible light cut filter.

6. A method comprising:

locating a visible light cut filter in an optical path of a

camera;

controlling the visible light cut filter to be placed in or out

of the optical path of the camera by one or more com-
mand signals received by a communications port from a
central controller;

remotely adjusting a position of the camera so that the

optical path of the camera is adjusted with respect to an
optical path of a main projection lamp of a lamp housing
including a light valve;

and wherein the camera is capable of capturing visible and

infrared images.

7. The method of claim 6 further comprising remotely
adjusting the position of the camera so that the optical path of
the camera is substantially aligned with respect to the optical
path of the main projection lamp of the lamp housing.

8. A method comprising:

providing acommunications port for receiving address and

command signals from a controller;

providing a camera;

varying a position of a camera in relation to a lamp housing

by a motor from a first

position to a second position in response to a command

compliant with DMX protocol from an operator of said
controller;

positioning the lamp housing in relation to a base housing

by a motor;

wherein the lamp housing includes a light valve and a

lamp;

wherein the camera is capable of capturing images, and

wherein the camera has an optical path;

and wherein the command is received at a communications

port.

9. The method of claim 8 wherein

the camera includes an infrared cut filter.

10. The method of claim 8 wherein

the camera includes a visible light cut filter.
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