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1
OLED AREA ILLUMINATION SOURCE

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT

This invention was made with Government support under
contract number DE-FC26-00NT40989 awarded by Depart-
ment of Energy. The Government has certain rights in the
invention.

BACKGROUND

The invention relates generally to the use of organic light
emitting devices (OLEDs) for area illumination. More par-
ticularly, the invention relates to an area illumination source
having a modular array of OLED panels.

For many lighting applications, it is desirable to have
extended area illumination sources. In such cases, for
OLEDs to be effective alternatives to conventional illumi-
nation sources, large panel OLEDs are required. With cur-
rently available OLED panels, in order to illuminate an area
the size of a typical room, approximately four square feet of
light-emitting area is needed. Although, it may theoretically
be possible to increase the size of an OLED panel to
facilitate area illumination using a single OLED panel, a
defect anywhere in a large panel may necessitate scrapping
the entire panel. Also, such large panel OLEDs are not easily
fabricated.

Prior approaches for OLED area illumination sources
include non-modular arrays of OLEDs and physically modu-
lar, but electrically non-modular arrays of OLEDs. Neither
approach enhances the quality of light output at the level of
the array, rather improvements occur at the level of the
light-emitting panel.

It would be highly desirable to provide an area illumina-
tion source comprising a plurality of OLED panels config-
ured in a physically modular fashion and in which the light
output of each of the individual OLED panels could be
controlled independently.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an area illumination light
source comprising a plurality of individual OLED panels.
The individual OLED panels are configured in a physically
modular fashion in which each OLED panel comprises a
plurality of OLED devices. Each OLED panel comprises a
first electrode and a second electrode such that the power
being supplied to each individual OLED panel may be
varied independently. A power supply unit capable of deliv-
ering varying levels of voltage simultaneously to the first
and second electrodes of each of the individual OLED
panels is also provided. The area illumination light source
further comprises a mount within which the OLED panels
are arrayed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the
present invention will become better understood when the
following detailed description is read with reference to the
accompanying drawings in which like characters represent
like parts throughout the drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 shows schematically an embodiment of an area
illumination source of the present invention;

FIG. 2 shows schematically an OLED panel comprising
individual OLED devices used in an embodiment of the
present invention;

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

65

2

FIG. 3 shows schematically a “rear view” featuring the
electrical connections of an embodiment of an area illumi-
nation source of the present invention;

FIG. 4 shows schematically an embodiment of an area
illumination source of the present invention with a swivel
mount;

FIG. 5 shows schematically an embodiment of an area
illumination source of the present invention comprising a
light diffuser;

FIG. 6 shows schematically OLED array comprising
OLED panels of differing sizes and shapes used in an
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 7 shows schematically an embodiment of an area
illumination source of the present invention that is portable;

FIG. 8 shows schematically a “side view” of the electrical
connections at the panel level of an embodiment of an area
illumination source of the present invention;

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As used herein, the term “OLED” refers to organic light
emitting devices comprising electroactive organic light
emitting materials generally, and includes but is not limited
to organic light emitting diodes.

As used herein, the term “OLED device” refers to the
basic light-producing unit of the area illumination sources of
the present invention, comprising at least two electrodes
with a light-emitting organic material disposed between the
two electrodes.

As used herein, the term “substrate” refers to a non-active
mechanical support onto which the OLED device is fabri-
cated.

As used herein the term “OLED panel” refers to an
assembly comprising a substrate upon which is disposed a
plurality of OLED devices. The devices may be individually
addressable or electrically connected so that a single pair of
electrical connections provide power to each OLED device
disposed within the panel.

As used herein, the term “mount” refers to a mechanical
support for a plurality of panels.

As used herein, the term “OLED array” refers to a
plurality of OLED panels on a mount.

As used herein, the terms “OLED area illumination
source” and “area illumination source” refer to a light source
comprising an array of OLED panels.

As used herein, the term “physically modular” refers to an
attribute of a module whereby the module can be removed
or replaced without dismantling or removing any other
module. For example, the panels comprised within the area
illumination source of the present invention are “modular”
in that a single panel of an OLED array may be easily
replaced without dismantling or removing any other panel.

As used herein, the term “electrically modular” refers to
an attribute of a module whereby the module can be inde-
pendently electrically controlled. For example, panels dis-
posed within the area illumination source of the present
invention are “electrically modular” in that the voltage
applied to each individual panel may be varied indepen-
dently.

It has long been considered difficult to manufacture large,
flat panel area illumination sources. The problem has been
solved in the present invention by arraying many small
light-producing panels in such a manner that the total output
appears to be from a single source. The present invention
provides for improvements at the OLED array level and at
the OLED panel level. The present invention includes
mechanical, electrical and optical improvements over exist-
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ing designs. In one embodiment the present invention pro-
vides a flat panel large area illumination source.

Referring to drawings in general and to FIG. 1 in par-
ticular, the illustrations are for the purpose of describing an
embodiment or aspect of the invention and are not intended
to limit the invention. FIG. 1 illustrates an area illumination
source 10 according to a first embodiment of the present
invention. The area illumination source 10 of FIG. 1
includes an OLED array 12 comprising a mount 14. The
OLED array 12 comprises a plurality of OLED panels 16.
Each of said OLED panels 16 comprises a first electrode and
a second electrode which deliver electrical power to each of
the individual OLED devices comprising the OLED panel.
FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of the invention in which
sixteen OLED panels 16 are disposed within a mount 14 to
form an OLED array 12 which forms the light-emitting
component of area illumination source 10. Typically, the
number of OLED panels 16 comprising an OLED array 12
is greater than two. As noted, the OLED panels 16 are
physically modular. Individual panels can be easily mounted
onto and removed from the mount without disrupting the
operation of other panels. An OLED panel 16 which
becomes defective may be replaced by physically removing
it from the OLED array 12 by disconnecting the OLED
panel 16 from the mount 14. A replacement OLED panel 16,
may then be inserted, properly aligned, and electrically
connected to the mount 14. In one embodiment, different
connector types are used for the anode and the cathode to
ensure that the electrodes are not wired incorrectly.

As noted, the OLED panels 16 are electrically modular.
The invention allows for the power delivered to each OLED
panel 16 to be controlled independently. In one embodiment
the OLED panels connected to the mount 14 both physically
and electrically using “quick release” connectors. Electrical
connections from the power supply to the OLED array 12
are made at the level of the individual panels 16, each OLED
panel comprising a first 36 and second electrode 38. From
the OLED panel, power is delivered to the individual OLED
devices 18 (FIG. 2) which comprise OLED panel 16 (FIG.
1, FIG. 2). In one embodiment, the OLED panel 16 is
equipped with bussed conductive lines, enabling external
electrical connections to the individual electrodes of the
devices. The bussed lines have electrical connectors, which
enable the electrical isolation of the OLED panel 16 from the
OLED array 12. Thus, the OLED panels are both physically
and electrically modular. In addition, the OLED panels may
be fastened to the mount by other means for greater robust-
ness, such as using hold-down boards 32 (FIG. 3). The area
illumination source further includes a power supply unit 40
(FIG. 1) comprised of a power supply source 41 and a
control box 42. The power supply unit is capable of deliv-
ering varying levels of voltage simultaneously to of each of
the individual OLED panels 16 by means of the controller
42. The controller 42 the supplies power to the individual
panels 16 through ribbon cable 22. The power supply 40 is
connected to each of the individual OLED panels at the first
and second electrodes of the individual OLED panels.

FIG. 2 illustrates an OLED panel according to one
embodiment of the present invention. The OLED panel 16 of
FIG. 2 comprises one hundred and forty-four individual
OLED devices 18 disposed upon substrate 20.

In one embodiment of the present invention the area
illumination source 10 comprises a mount 14 (FIG. 1, FIG.
7) made from a light-transmissive material. For example, the
mount 14 may comprise a thermoplastic light-transmissive
material such as polycarbonate, or polyarcylate. In another
embodiment of the area illumination source the mount
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comprises a reflective material such as metal. In some
embodiments where the mount 14 comprises a light trans-
missive material, the mount may also further comprise a
reflective material. The reflective material may be a metal-
lized light transmissive material. In one embodiment the
mount 14 comprises a transparent polycarbonate which has
been “mirror finished” to be reflective. In another embodi-
ment the mount 14 comprises a metallized polycarbonate,
such as bisphenol A polycarbonate comprising an aluminum
surface layer.

In one embodiment, the area illumination source of the
present invention comprises at least two OLED panels that
emit light of different colors. The color of the individual
OLED panels may be customized by selection of the elec-
troluminescent materials used in the OLED devices com-
prising the individual OLED panels. The color of the OLED
panel 16 (FIG. 2) may also be varied using light-absorbing
layers, or filter layers in the component OLED devices 18
(FIG. 2). Color filters may also be provided over each
individual OLED device, over each OLED panel, or over an
array of OLED panels (i.e. an OLED array).

In another embodiment of the present invention at least
one of the individual OLED devices further comprises a
phosphor material. In an alternate embodiment, the area
illumination source comprises at least one light management
layer. The light management layer may comprise a phosphor
material. In an embodiment of the present invention shown
in FIG. 5, the light management layer comprises a light
diffuser 34. In certain embodiments phosphor tapes are used
for light management purposes and additionally help to
cushion the panels when they are affixed to the mount and
provide additional robustness to the entire area illumination
source. Suitable phosphor tapes typically comprise one or
more silicone materials which provide for resilience and
cushioning of the OLED panel within the mount. This is
particularly desirable when the mount is made of a hard
material such as a ceramic or a metal.

The area illumination source of the present invention
while providing illumination can also be customized to
increase the decorative or aesthetic value of the illumination
source. In one embodiment of the present invention, such as
shown in FIG. 6, the area illumination source comprises at
least two OLED panels 16 of different sizes. In another
embodiment of the present invention, the area illumination
source comprises at least two OLED panels 16 of different
shapes. In a further embodiment of the present invention as
shown in FIG. 7, the area illumination source is portable.

In one embodiment, the external power source is a stan-
dard AC power source, for example, the power supplied to
a house or office at 110 V or 220 V. In such an embodiment,
the power supply unit may additionally include voltage
converters for converting the power supply voltage to a
voltage useable by the OLED panels. The power supply unit
in addition may also have an AC to DC converter. The
OLED panels and devices may additionally include electric
circuit elements to enable modification of the supply voltage
to a voltage with a particular waveform and magnitude
useable by the OLED devices.

In an alternative embodiment, the power supply unit is a
DC power source such as a 24 V DC power source, a 12 V
DC power source, or a 6 V DC power source. Suitable DC
power sources include but are not limited to batteries. The
power supply unit may additionally include voltage convert-
ers for converting a first power supply voltage to a second
voltage to be applied to one or more of the OLED panels.
The OLED panels and OLED devices may additionally
include electric circuit elements that permit modification of
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the supply voltage to a voltage with a particular waveform
and magnitude thereby customizing the voltage applied to
individual OLED panels and individual OLED devices.

In another embodiment the power supply unit may addi-
tionally include a converter to convert an AC voltage into,
a pulsed source with arbitrary DC offset positive or negative.
This is one non-limiting example of a way to improve the
overall life of the device.

In one embodiment, the power supply unit comprises a
power supply source, outputting a single voltage, and a
control box, which may be configured to produce different
voltages, which then are supplied to the panels. The control
box may further comprise controllers which independently
control the power supply to each OLED panel. The power
supply unit may have may further comprise one or more
additional features, such as an AC on/off switch, a DC on/off
switch, a switch to set all panels at constant voltage, or a
controller to set the constant voltage. The power supply unit
may additionally have timers to switch the OLED array on
or off at preset times, and indicators to suggest the state of
powering of the OLED. Indicators may be included to
monitor if there is power to the control box, individual
controllers and/or power to the lighting array.

In one embodiment, the area illumination source is
mountable onto a structure. In a non-limiting example, the
mount within which the OLED panels are arrayed is adapted
for wall mounting. In another example the mount is adapted
for ceiling mounting. The OLED array may be mounted
upon the ceiling or be suspended from the ceiling. In an
alternative embodiment, the area illumination source is free
standing. For example, the area illumination source is
adapted for mounting upon a floor structure. FIG. 4 shows
an embodiment of a free standing OLED area illumination
source. FIG. 4 also shows an embodiment of the present
invention wherein the mount 14 is joined to a stand 46 via
a swivel mount 44, said stand 46 being affixed to a power
supply unit 40.

The OLED area illumination sources of the present inven-
tion may comprise a wide variety of OLED devices and
OLED device architectures. In one non-limiting example,
the OLED device comprises an anode layer, a light-emitting
organic layer, and a cathode layer. In another non-limiting
example, the OLED device comprises an anode layer, an
organic stack, and a cathode layer. The organic stack com-
prises at least one electroactive light emitting layer, and may
further comprise one or more layers selected from hole
transport layers, electron transport layers, hole blocking
layers, electron blocking layers, and the like. The various
layers of the OLED devices may be arranged in a variety of
configurations.

The OLED device may include additional components as
well, such as, one or more substrate layers, one or more
adhesion layers, one or more sealant layers, one or more
encapsulating layers, one or more abrasion resistant layers,
one or more chemically resistant layers, one or more pho-
toluminescent layers, one or more radiation-absorbing lay-
ers, one or more radiation reflective layers, one or more
conductive layers, and one or more current limiting ele-
ments. Suitable substrates include rigid materials such as
glass, flexible such as plastic films, and materials which
comprise both rigid and flexible components, for example a
substrate which is a rigid metal coupon upon the surface of
which is disposed a flexible plastic.

Connections from the anode and cathode of each indi-
vidual OLED device provide electrical contact with the
power source through the connectors 30 (FIG. 3) at the
OLED panel level. A plurality of bussed conductors are
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6

located on the substrate 20 (FIG. 2) and electrically connect
the anode and cathode of the individual OLED devices 18
disposed upon the substrate 20 to the connectors 30 (FIG. 3)
of each of the individual OLED panels.

In order to illuminate an area the size of an average size
room, an OLED array comprising approximately four square
feet of light-emitting OLED panels is typically required.
Light-emitting OLED panels are typically assembled indi-
vidually and are then separately wired together to form an
OLED array. For example, to construct an OLED area
illumination source such as schematically represented in
FIG. 3, the OLED panels 16 are first fabricated as individual
panels. A six square inch panel comprising a 12x12 array of
144 devices is fabricated on a single substrate using a
roll-to-roll process. Each of the component OLED devices
comprises an anode layer, a cathode layer and a light-
emitting layer. A plurality of conductors provides electrical
contact between the anode and cathode of each OLED
device and the power source through the connectors 30
(FIG. 3) at the panel level. A metallic square mount 14
approximately 25 inches per side in size is fabricated with
individual square panel mounting frames about 6 inches per
side in size. Sixteen OLED panels 16 are disposed on the
mount and are secured to the mount using hold-down boards
32. An additional reflector may be adhered to one side of the
OLED panel using an adhesive. A multi pin connector 24
(e.g. a 37 pin D type connector) at one end of a flexible
ribbon cable 22 is connected to each individual OLED panel
16 via a plurality connecting wires 28 and connectors 30
(FIG. 3). The ribbon cable 22 links the OLED array 12 to the
power supply unit 40 (FIG. 1).

FIG. 8 shows schematically a “side view” of the electrical
connections at the panel level in one embodiment of the
present invention. An organic light emitter 53 is sandwiched
between an aluminum cathode 51 and an ITO anode 52. An
adhesive layer 54 affixes the assembly comprising the light
emitter 53, the anode 52, and the cathode 51 to the substrate
50 at the surface of the cathode 51. A second substrate 50 is
in contact with the surface of the anode. A conductive strip
56 in combination with a conductive adhesive 55, is elec-
trically connected to the anode 52 and the cathode 51.

While only certain features of the invention have been
illustrated and described herein, many modifications and
changes of the invention will be apparent to those skilled in
the art. It is, therefore, to be understood that the appended
claims are intended to cover all such modifications and
changes as fall within the scope of the invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. An area illumination source comprising

a plurality of individual OLED panels configured in a
modular fashion, each of said OLED panels comprising
a plurality of OLED devices, each of said panels
comprising a first electrode and a second electrode;

a power supply unit capable of delivering varying levels
of voltage simultaneously to the first and second elec-
trodes of each of the individual OLED panels; and

a mount within which the individual OLED panels are
arrayed;

wherein said power supply unit is connected via a flexible
ribbon cable comprising a multi-pin connector, said
multi-pin connector being electrically connected to
each individual OLED panel via a plurality of indi-
vidual connectors.

2. The area illumination source according to claim 1

wherein said mount comprises light transmissive material.

3. The area illumination source according to claim 2,
wherein the mount further comprises a reflective material.
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4. The area illumination source according to claim 3,
wherein the reflective material is a metal.

5. The area illumination source according to claim 3,
wherein the mount comprises a metallized light transmissive
material.

6. The area illumination source according to claim 1
wherein said mount is reflective.

7. The area illumination source according to claim 1,
wherein the mount comprises a thermoplastic light-trans-
missive material.

8. The area illumination source according to claim 7,
wherein the thermoplastic light-transmissive material is
polycarbonate.

9. The area illumination source according to claim 1
wherein at least two of said OLED panels emit light of
different colors.

10. The area illumination source according to claim 1
wherein at least two of said OLED panels are of different
sizes.

11. The area illumination source according to claim 1
wherein at least one of the individual OLED devices further
comprises a phosphor material.

12. The area illumination source according to claim 1
further comprising at least one light management layer.

13. The area illumination source according to claim 12
wherein said light management layer comprises a phosphor
material.

14. The area illumination source according to claim 12
wherein said light management layer comprises a light
diffuser.

15. The area illumination source according to claim 1
wherein said power supply unit comprises means for con-
verting external supply voltage to a voltage useable by the
OLED panels.

16. The area illumination source according to claim 1
wherein said area illumination source is free standing.

17. The area illumination source according to claim 1
wherein said area illumination source is mountable onto a
structure.

18. The area illumination source according to claim 17,
wherein the mount within which the OLED panels are
arrayed is adapted for wall mounting.

19. The area illumination source according to claim 17,
wherein the mount within which the OLED panels are
arrayed is adapted for ceiling mounting.
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20. The area illumination source according to claim 19,
wherein the mount is adapted for suspension from a ceiling
structure.

21. The area illumination source according to claim 19,
wherein the mount is adapted for direct attachment to a
ceiling structure.

22. The area illumination source according to claim 17,
wherein the mount is adapted for mounting upon a floor
structure.

23. The area illumination source according to claim 1,
wherein the panels include a swivel mount.

24. The area illumination source according to claim 1,
wherein the panels are mounted using quick release con-
nectors.

25. An area illumination light source comprising:

a plurality of individual OLED panels configured in a

modular fashion, each of said OLED panels comprising
a first electrode and a second electrode;

a power supply unit for delivering varying levels of
voltage simultaneously to the first and second elec-
trodes of each of the individual OLED panels; and

a mount within which the OLED panels are arrayed;

wherein said power supply unit is connected through a
flexible multipin ribbon cable to a series of electrical
connectors contained within the mount, said electrical
connectors being further connected to the individual
OLED panels.

26. An area illumination light source comprising:

a plurality of individual OLED panels configured in a
modular fashion, each of said OLED panels comprising
a first electrode and a second electrode, at least two of
said OLED panels emitting light of different colors,
said OLED panels being mounted on a reflective sub-
strate;

a power supply unit for delivering varying levels of
voltage simultaneously to the individual OLED panels;
and

a mount within which the OLED panels are arrayed;

wherein said power supply unit is connected through a
flexible multipin ribbon cable to a series of electrical
connectors contained within the mount, said electrical
connectors being further connected to the individual
OLED panels.



