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An illumination device comprising at least four luminous
units (1, 2), the light emitted by at least two of the four
luminous units (1, 2) being suitable for being mixed to form
white light. Moreover, an apparatus (3) for dimming at least
one of the four luminous units (1, 2) is provided. White light
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FIG 4
cCT B Y R G
2500 K 27.93% 83.70% 86.40% | 100%
2800K | 34.01% 72.10% 75.10% 100%
3000K | 87.98% 67.50% 70.50% 100%
3500K | 48.90% 64.70% 58.70% 100%
4100K | 59.30% 59.80% 51.70% 100%
5000K | 71.20% 51.60% 47.60% 100%
5500K | 79.40% 53.20% 43.60% 100%
6500 K 100% 47.70% 43.20% 100%
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1
ILLUMINATION DEVICE

RELATED APPLICATION

This patent application claims the priority of German 3
patent application 10 2004 047 766.3 filed Sep. 30, 2004, the
disclosure content of which is hereby incorporated by ref-
erence.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION
The invention relates to an illumination device.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide an
illumination device which can be used in a particularly
diverse manner.

This and other objects are attained in accordance with one
aspect of the present invention directed to an illumination
device having at least four luminous units. The light emitted
by at least two of the four luminous units is suitable for being
mixed to form white light. The light from at least two of the
luminous units is mixed by means of additive color mixing
to form white light. At least one of the luminous units is
dimmable. An apparatus suitable for dimming at least one of
the four luminous units is preferably provided for this
purpose.

That is to say that the brightness of the light emitted by the
luminous unit can be varied within specific limits, for
example with the aid of the apparatus. The brightness of the
light emitted by the luminous unit may be able to be set for
example between zero, that is to say the luminous unit emits
no light, and a maximum brightness.

Preferably, at least two of the four luminous units are
dimmable; particularly preferably, at least three of the four
luminous units are dimmable. Moreover, it is also possible
for all the luminous units of the illumination device to be
dimmable.

In this case, the illumination device makes use of the idea
that properties of the light emitted by the illumination
device, such as the color locus (also known as chromaticity
coordinate), the color temperature or the color rendering
index of the light emitted by the illumination device, can be
set in a defined manner by means of varying the brightness
of at least one of the luminous units.

If, by way of example, two of the luminous units of the
illumination device are suitable for emitting light of different
colors, then it is possible, by increasing the brightness of one
of the colors, to increase the proportion of said color in the
mixed light of the illumination unit. In this way, therefore,
it is possible to shift the color locus of the mixed-color light
in the direction of the color whose brightness has been
increased. Furthermore, it is thereby possible to alter the
color temperature and also the color rendering index of the
illumination device.

According to one embodiment of the illumination device,
at least one luminous unit has a component suitable for
generating substantially monochromatic light. That is to say
that the light emitted by the component has an intensity peak
at a central wavelength having a full width at half maximum
of'a few nanometers. Preferably, at least one of the luminous
units has at least one of the following radiation-emitting
components: light-emitting diode, organic light-emitting
diode, laser, electroluminescent film. Preferably, each of the
luminous units has at least one of said components. By way
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of example, each luminous unit may have at least one
light-emitting diode or at least one laser diode.

In one embodiment of the illumination device, the appa-
ratus for dimming is suitable for generating a pulse-width-
modulated signal.

The pulse-width-modulated signal is an electrical rectan-
gular signal, by way of example. If the pulse-width-modu-
lated signal is present for instance at one of the luminous
units, then it is possible, for example, for the luminous unit
to be operated with a predeterminable current [, greater than
zero for a predeterminable first time period t;. By way of
example, no current then flows through the luminous unit for
a predeterminable second time period t,. If the frequency of
the pulse-width-modulated signal 1/(t,+t,) is high enough
here, preferably greater than or equal to 100 hertz, then the
human observer cannot perceive any flicker of the light
emitted by the luminous unit. By way of example, by
increasing the first time period t,, it is possible, with the
frequency 1/(t,+t,) remaining the same and with the current
1, remaining the same, for the brightness of the light of the
luminous unit driven by the pulse width modulation circuit
to be increased for the human observer.

Preferably, the apparatus is suitable for generating pulse-
width-modulated signals that are independent for operating
at least three of the luminous units. That is to say that at least
three of the luminous units can be dimmed independently of
one another by means of the apparatus. Particularly prefer-
ably, the apparatus is suitable for generating pulse-width-
modulated signals for all the luminous units.

In accordance with an embodiment of the illumination
device, the illumination device has a control apparatus for
driving the apparatus for dimming, which is suitable for the
defined setting of a correlated color temperature of the light
emitted by the illumination device. In this case, correlated
color temperature is understood to mean, for example, the
temperature of a black body radiator whose perceived color,
and at specific observation conditions, for example given
identical brightness, is the most similar to the light emitted
by the illumination device.

The control apparatus makes it possible, for example, to
set the first and second time periods for the generation of
pulse-width-modulated signals for at least one luminous
unit. By way of example, the brightness of the light gener-
ated by said luminous unit can thus be set in a defined
manner. By varying the brightness of light from the lumi-
nous units, it is possible to change, in a defined manner, the
proportion of one or more colors in the white light generated
by the illumination unit. This enables a controlled setting of
the correlated color temperature of the illumination unit to a
desired value.

By way of example, it is possible that the control appa-
ratus can be used to select from a specific number of
correlated color temperatures. However, it is also possible
for the control apparatus to permit the correlated color
temperature to be set substantially freely within a specific
temperature range. In this case, substantially freely means
that the correlated color temperature can be altered in small
temperature intervals of, for example, less than or equal to
one kelvin.

If, by way of example, the brightness of a luminous unit
of a specific color changes during the operation of the
illumination device, then it is possible that the color tem-
perature of the illumination device can be reset to a prede-
termined value again by means of the control apparatus. If,
when using light-emitting diodes as light-generating ele-
ments, it is known for example that the brightness of blue
light-emitting diodes decreases more rapidly during opera-
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tion than the brightness of the light-emitting diodes of other
colors and the color temperature of the illumination device
thereby changes—for example decreases—, then it is pos-
sible, by means of the control apparatus, to readjust the color
temperature to a predetermined value again after a specific,
predeterminable operating duration.

In another embodiment of the illumination device, it is
possible for at least the light emitted by one of the luminous
units to be suitable for increasing the color rendering index
of the illumination device.

The color rendering index (CRI) is a measurement quan-
tity specifying how well colors are rendered under specific
illumination conditions compared with a reference light
source such as, for example, an incandescent bulb or day-
light. On a scale from 0 to 100, a color rendering index of
100 means that all colors of a test object, upon illumination
with the light source to be assessed, appear exactly the same
way as upon illumination with a reference light source.

If the illumination device generates white light for
example by mixing light of two complementary colors such
as blue and yellow, then the illumination device may addi-
tionally contain at least one luminous unit suitable for
generating light of a different color, for example green or red
light. The color rendering index of the white light generated
by the illumination device is thereby increased. The spec-
trum of the light emitted by the illumination device then
corresponds significantly better to the spectrum of a black
body radiator of a given color temperature. In the same way,
however, it is possible to increase the color rendering index
if the illumination device generates white light by means of
mixing three colors and light of at least one further color is
additionally admixed.

By way of example, a color rendering index of greater
than 70, preferably greater than 85, particularly preferably
greater than 95, can be achieved by the illumination device
in this way for instance when using light-emitting diodes as
light-generating elements, at a predetermined color tempera-
ture.

In accordance with another embodiment of the illumina-
tion device, at least one luminous unit of the illumination
device is suitable for emitting light having a central wave-
length of between 455 and 485 nanometers (blue light), at
least one luminous unit is suitable for emitting light having
a central wavelength of between 512 and 538 nanometers
(green light), at least one luminous unit is suitable for
emitting light having a central wavelength of between 580
and 594 nanometers (yellow light) and at least one luminous
unit is suitable for emitting light having a central wavelength
of between 608 and 626 nanometers (red light). In this case,
central wavelength is to be understood to mean the maxi-
mum of the intensity spectrum of the respective luminous
unit.

Furthermore, it is possible for the illumination device
additionally to have luminous units having other central
wavelengths. In this case, the color rendering index of the
illumination device can advantageously be increased further
for a given correlated color temperature.

In accordance with another embodiment of the illumina-
tion device, the illumination device has at least one light-
emitting diode module containing at least one light-emitting
diode suitable for generating light in the red spectral range,
at least one light-emitting diode suitable for generating light
in the green spectral range, and at least one light-emitting
diode suitable for generating light in the blue spectral range.
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Furthermore, the illumination device preferably has a
light-emitting diode module containing at least one light-
emitting diode suitable for generating light in the yellow
spectral range.

In this case, the four luminous units of the illumination
device are thus provided by red, green, blue and yellow
light-emitting diodes of the light-emitting diode modules. In
this case, light-emitting diode module is to be understood to
mean a prefabricated arrangement of light-emitting diodes.
The light-emitting diodes of each color can preferably be
contact-connected jointly. By way of example, a module has
at least ten light-emitting diodes of each color present in the
module, and the ten identically colored light-emitting diodes
can in each case be contact-connected jointly. By way of
example, the identically colored light-emitting diodes can be
connected in series with one another.

The illumination device additionally has an apparatus
suitable for generating pulse-width-modulated signals for
driving at least one portion of the light-emitting diodes. By
way of example, the apparatus may be suitable for jointly
driving the light-emitting diodes of a specific color. In this
way, the light of this color can be dimmed by means of the
apparatus.

Preferably, the apparatus is suitable for dimming the light
of at least three colors. The colors can be dimmed indepen-
dently of one another in this case.

Furthermore, the illumination device is preferably pro-
vided with a control apparatus, by means of which a
multiplicity of predefined correlated color temperatures of
the light emitted by the illumination device can be set. This
means, for example, that the control apparatus makes it
possible for a user to choose between a multiplicity of color
temperatures.

In another embodiment of the illumination device, the
user may in this case choose between the following color
temperatures: 6500 kelvins, 5500 kelvins, 5000 kelvins,
4100 kelvins, 3500 kelvins, 3000 kelvins, 2800 kelvins, and
2500 kelvins.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows by way of example a circuit diagram of a
first exemplary embodiment of the illumination device
described here.

FIG. 2 shows by way of example a circuit diagram of an
exemplary embodiment of the control apparatus described
here.

FIGS. 3a to 3% show by way of example spectra of light
generated by means of the illumination device.

FIG. 4 shows a table with measured voltages.

FIG. 5 shows by way of example a circuit diagram of a
second exemplary embodiment of the illumination device
described here.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the exemplary embodiments and Figures, identical or
identically acting constituent parts are in each case provided
with the same reference symbols. The constituent parts
illustrated and also the relative sizes of the constituent parts
among one another are not to be regarded as true to scale.
Rather, some details of the Figures are illustrated with their
size exaggerated in order to afford a better understanding.

FIG. 1 shows by way of example a circuit diagram of a
first exemplary embodiment of the illumination device
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described here. An RGB light-emitting diode module 1 and
a light-emitting diode module 2 serve as luminous units
here.

The RGB light-emitting diode module 1 has for example
a multiplicity of red, green and blue light-emitting diodes. In
this case, the light-emitting diodes of the individual colors
can be operated jointly in each case by means of the current
supply inputs 1la. The light-emitting diodes of different
colors can be energized independently of one another. The
light-emitting diode module 1 may be for example a Col-
ormix RGB module from the company Osram, such as the
module OS-LM 10L-RGB, for example.

The light-emitting diode module 2 contains for example
light-emitting diodes suitable for emitting light in the yellow
spectral range. All the light-emitting diodes of the light-
emitting diode module 2 can be energized simultaneously by
means of the current supply input 2a. The light-emitting
diode module 2 is for example the OS-LM 10A-Y1 module
from the company Osram.

By way of example, the light-emitting diodes of the
light-emitting diode module 2 and two colors of the light-
emitting diode module 1 are driven by means of pulse-
width-modulated signals by the pulse width modulation
circuit 3 via the signal outputs 3c. The individual colors can
be dimmed independently of one another in this case. One
color of the light-emitting diode module 1 may be connected
directly to a current supply 5, for example. This color is not
dimmed in that case, rather it emits light for example with
maximum brightness. The brightness of this color may in
this case serve as reference brightness for the other colors.
By way of example, the light-emitting diodes of the light-
emitting diode module 1 that emit green light are connected
directly to the current supply 5 via the connection 6.
However, it is also possible for the light-emitting diodes of
the light-emitting diode module 2 to be directly connected to
the current supply and for all colors of the light-emitting
diode module 1 to be dimmable by means of the pulse width
modulation circuit 3. It is furthermore possible for the
light-emitting diodes of one color to be supplied by means
of a separate current source (not shown).

The pulse width modulation circuit 3 is connected to the
current supply 5 by means of the current input 3a. By way
of example, it is provided by the three-channel dimmer
OT-RGB 3-CH DIM from the company Osram. The chan-
nels of the pulse width modulation circuit 3 can be driven
independently of one another by means of the control input
354 of the pulse width modulation circuit 3.

By means of the control apparatus 4, the pulse width
modulation circuit 3 is driven by means of the control
outputs 4a of the control apparatus 4. By way of example,
the duty ratio, that is to say the ratio of first time period t,,
in which a current I, not equal to zero flows, to the sum of
first and second time periods (t;+t,), can thereby be set
independently for each channel. As a result, it is possible to
set the brightness of the light for three of the four colors of
the light-emitting diode modules 1, 2. Depending on the
duty ratios of the pulse-width-modulated signals with which
the light-emitting diodes of the light-emitting diode modules
1, 2 are driven, a specific color temperature CCT of the light
generated by the illumination device can be set in a defined
manner in this way.

FIG. 2 shows by way of example a circuit diagram of an
exemplary embodiment of the control apparatus 4. By
means of the switches 41 to 48, it is possible to set eight
different color temperatures CCT of the illumination device.
For this purpose, one of the switches 41 to 48 is closed and
the remaining switches remain open. For the driving of the
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three channels of the pulse width modulation circuit 3, the
control apparatus has for this purpose a network of three
times eight diodes 49 and three times eight potentiometers
50. In this case, the potentiometers are each set to specific
resistance values, so that, as a result of one of the switches
41 to 48 being closed, white light having the desired color
temperature CCT is generated by the illumination device.

FIGS. 3a to 3/ show resulting spectra in this respect of the
light generated by the illumination device. The light-emit-
ting diodes of the light-emitting diode module 1 that are
suitable for generating green light are in this case connected
directly to the current source 5. The intensity of the green
light may therefore serve as a reference hereinafter.

FIG. 3a shows by way of example a spectrum for a
correlated color temperature CCT of 2500 kelvins. In this
case, the lines B, G, Y, and R show the relative measured
intensity of the blue, green, yellow and red light. In order
that a spectrum in accordance with FIG. 3a is generated by
the illumination device, it is necessary, for example, for the
switch 48 of the control apparatus 4 to be closed. All other
switches of the control apparatus remain open.

FIG. 3b shows a spectrum for a correlated color tempera-
ture CCT of 2800 kelvins; switch 47 of the control apparatus
4 is then closed.

FIG. 3¢ shows a spectrum for a correlated color tempera-
ture CCT of 3000 kelvins. In order to obtain this spectrum,
switch 46 must be closed.

FIG. 3d shows a spectrum for a correlated color tempera-
ture CCT of 3500 kelvins, switch 45 of the control apparatus
4 being closed.

FIG. 3e shows a spectrum for a correlated color tempera-
ture CCT of 4100 kelvins; switch 44 is then closed.

FIG. 3f shows a spectrum for the correlated color tem-
perature CCT of 5000 kelvins with switch 43 closed.

FIG. 3g shows a spectrum at a correlated color tempera-
ture CCT of 5500 kelvins and with switch 42 closed.

FIG. 3h, finally, shows a spectrum for a correlated color
temperature CCT of 6500 kelvins and with switch 41 closed.

FIG. 4 shows a table with measured voltage values for
various correlated color temperatures CCT. That is to say
that these voltages are then present for example at the
control inputs 35 of the pulse width modulation circuit 3 of
FIG. 1.

The highest voltage value that may be present in this case
at a control input 35 for the light-emitting diodes of a
specific color is normalized to 100% here and corresponds
to 10V, for example, in the exemplary embodiment of FIG.
1. Given a voltage value of 100%, the light-emitting diodes
of the color associated with the control input then emit light
with maximum intensity. A voltage value of 0% corresponds
to switched-off light-emitting diodes, that is to say that no
voltage is present at the control input 356 of the color. Since,
in the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 1, the green light-
emitting diodes of the light-emitting diode module 1 are
directly connected to the current supply and these light-
emitting diodes therefore emit light with maximum inten-
sity, their voltage value is set at 100% in the table of FIG.
4.

If the intention, therefore, is to set a specific color
temperature CCT, then the potentiometers 50 of the control
apparatus 4 are set such that the voltages listed in the table
of FIG. 4 are made available at control outputs 4a of the
control apparatus 4.

FIG. 5 shows by way of example a circuit diagram of a
second exemplary embodiment of the illumination device
described here. The luminous units of the illumination
device are combined in the luminous module 101 here. It
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contains for example light-emitting diodes suitable for gen-
erating light in the red, green, blue and yellow spectral
ranges.

The individual colors here can be dimmed independently
of one another in each case by means of the pulse width
modulation circuit 103. For this purpose, the pulse width
modulation circuit 103 is a dimmer having at least four
channels which can be addressed independently of one
another and which are addressed by means of the control
apparatus 104. The number of channels of the dimmer
preferably corresponds to the number of different colors in
the luminous module 101.

By means of the control apparatus 104, it is possible, for
example, for the correlated color temperature CCT of the
light generated by the illumination device to be set essen-
tially in a continuously variable manner within a predeter-
mined range of the correlated color temperature CCT, for
example from 2000 to 7000 kelvins. For this purpose, the
control apparatus 104 may have at least one potentiometer,
for example.

The invention is not restricted by the description on the
basis of the exemplary embodiments. Rather, the invention
encompasses any new feature and also any combination of
features, which in particular comprises any combination of
features in the patent claims, even if this feature or this
combination itself is not explicitly specified in the patent
claims or exemplary embodiments.

I claim:

1. An illumination device, comprising:

a first light-emitting diode module comprising at least one
light-emitting diode that emits light in the red spectral
range, at least one light-emitting diode that emits light
in the green spectral range, and at least one light-
emitting diode that emits light in the blue spectral
range;

a second light-emitting diode module comprising at least
one light-emitting diode that emits light in the yellow
spectral range;

an apparatus configured to generate pulse-width-modu-
lated signals for driving at least one portion of the
light-emitting diodes; and

a control apparatus configured to set at least one pre-
defined correlated color temperature (CCT) of the light
emitted by the illumination device.

2. The illumination device as claimed in claim 1, wherein

the control apparatus comprises switches, and wherein each
switch is assigned a color temperature of the white light
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emitted by the illumination device in such a way that as a
result of one of the switches being closed and the remaining
switches being opened, white light having the color tem-
perature assigned to the switch is emitted by the illumination
device.

3. The illumination device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the control apparatus comprises a network of three times
eight series circuits, each series circuit including a potenti-
ometer and a diode connected in series with the potentiom-
eter.

4. The illumination device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
depending on the state of the switches of the control appa-
ratus, voltages are present at control inputs of the apparatus
and the brightness of at least one portion of the light-
emitting diodes of the light-emitting diode modules is
dependent on said voltages.

5. The illumination device as claimed in claim 4, wherein
the apparatus is configured to generate pulse-width-modu-
lated signals for the blue, yellow, and red light-emitting
diodes of the light-emitting diode module and the green
light-emitting diodes emit light with maximum intensity
independently of the position of the switches of the control
apparatus.

6. The illumination device as claimed in claim 4, wherein
the green light-emitting diodes of the first light-emitting
diode module are directly connected to the current supply.

7. The illumination device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the control apparatus is configured to select at least between
the following correlated color temperatures (CCT): 6500 K,
5500 K, 5000 K, 4100 K, 3500 K, 3000 K, 2800 K, 2500 K.

8. The illumination device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
each light-emitting diode module comprises ten or fewer
light-emitting diodes of the same color.

9. The illumination device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the first light-emitting diode module comprises at least one
light-emitting diode that emits light with a central wave-
length of between 455 nm and 485 nm, at least one light-
emitting diode that emits light with a central wavelength of
between 512 nm and 538 nm, and at least one light-emitting
diode that emits light with a central wavelength of between
608 nm and 626 nm, and wherein the second light-emitting
diode module comprises at least one light-emitting diode
that emits light with a central wavelength between 580 nm
and 594 nm.



