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57 ABSTRACT

A light source having first, second, and third component
light sources that are driven by first, second, and third
primary drive circuits is disclosed. Each primary drive
circuit provides an average current to a corresponding one of
the component light sources. A photodetector and processor
generate three intensity signals representing the intensity of
light produced by each of the component light sources. A
servo loop adjusts the drive circuits so as to maintain the
intensity signals at corresponding target values. One of the
compound light sources includes first and second LEDs that
are driven such that the currents through the LEDs are
maintained at a fixed ratio by a secondary drive circuit that
is connected to the third primary drive circuit. The magni-
tude of the currents is determined by the third primary drive
circuit.

6 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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LIGHT SOURCE HAVING MORE THAN
THREE LEDS IN WHICH THE COLOR
POINTS ARE MAINTAINED USING A THREE
CHANNEL COLOR SENSOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Consider a light source that is constructed from three
component light sources in which each component light
source emits light in a different region of the optical spec-
trum. The light from this source will be perceived by a
human observer to be of a single color that is determined by
the intensities of the component light sources and the
spectrum of light emitted by each component light source. If
the component light sources emit light in sufficiently differ-
ent regions of the optical spectrum, the perceived color can
be varied over a large gamut of colors. Light sources that
utilize red, green, and blue (RGB) component light sources
are commonly used to generate light in this manner.

The perceived colors that can be generated with such a
light source are often represented in a two-dimensional color
diagram in which the component light sources define a
triangular area that contains the various color points that can
be reached by that light source. In general, not all of the
possible color points in the color space can be reached with
a three-component color light source that utilizes existing
light sources such as light emitting diodes (LEDs). To reach
color points in part of the remaining area in the color space,
a fourth light source is often utilized. The fourth light source
expands the available color points to those bounded by a
quadrangle that contains the original triangular area.

When the color point is determined by three light sources,
there is a unique solution to the problem of adjusting the
intensities of the three light sources to provide a particular
color point within the available color space. However, when
4 light sources are used, in general, there is no longer a
unique solution to the problem of determining the intensities
of the 4 light sources that will provide a particular color
point. That is, there are a number of different combinations
of light source intensities that will produce the same per-
ceived color. Hence, a different control strategy is required
to decide on the combination of intensities to use.

If the output of each of the component light sources
maintains a constant as a function of the power applied to
that component light source over time, the power levels can
be set by an appropriate algorithm and the light source will
maintain the desired color. However, if the spectrum from
one or more of the component light sources changes over
time, the situation becomes more complicated. Light sources
that utilize LEDs often fall in this category.

LEDs have a number of advantages over conventional
light sources based on incandescent lamps or fluorescent
tubes, and hence, there has been considerable interest in
color light sources based on LEDs. LEDs have significantly
longer lifetimes than both incandescent lamps and fluores-
cent tubes. In addition, LEDs already have significantly
greater efficiency in converting electrical power to light than
incandescent light bulbs. In fact, LEDs in some color ranges
already have higher conversion efficiencies than fluorescent
tubes. Finally, LEDs do not require the high voltages asso-
ciated with fluorescent tubes. Hence, LEDs are an attractive
alternative for such variable color light sources.

Unfortunately, LEDs suffer from aging effects. The light
output for a given current through the LED tends to decrease
over time. The rate of aging depends on the specific type of
LED and can also vary from production lot to production lot.
Hence, the component light sources age at different rates. As
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a result, the perceived color of the light source shifts with
time if corrective action is not taken.

To correct for aging problems, LED-based light sources
often include a photodetector that monitors the output of the
light source in a number of wavelength bands and a feedback
system that varies the current through the LEDs as the LEDs
age to assure that the output of the light source remains at the
same point in the color space as the light source ages.
Typically, the light from the LEDs is monitored in three
different color bands that approximate the red, blue, and
green emission bands of the corresponding LEDs. The
photodetector typically consists of 3 photodiodes. Each
photodiode is covered by an appropriate bandpass filter that
assures that the photodiode output is related to the intensity
of light in the corresponding band.

The output of the photodiodes does not exactly corre-
spond to the emission spectra of the LEDs. As a result, the
signal from any given photodiode typically represents a
weighted sum of the light output of more than one LED. To
provide values that correspond to the light output of each
LED, the signals from the three photodiodes must be pro-
cessed mathematically to provide a set of corrected signals
in which each corrected signal measures the light output
from one of the LEDs. The processing typically involves
solving a 3x3 system of linear equations.

Given a perceived color that is to be maintained and
knowledge of the emission spectra from each of the LEDs,
the average light output that is to be provided through each
of the LEDs can be determined. This light output is con-
verted to an average current to be provided to each LED. As
an LED ages, the measured light output from that LED
decreases. The decrease is measured with the photodetector,
and the current to that LED is increased until the measured
light output is returned to the desired value. Single chip
integrated circuit controllers for performing this servo loop
are available. These controllers include the hardware to
solve the system of the linear equations discussed above.

When a fourth LED is added to the light source to expand
the color gamut of the light source, the control strategy
discussed above becomes significantly more complicated. In
principle, a similar servo control loop can be utilized for
such four LED light sources. However, the analogous con-
trol system requires a photodetector that provides four color
intensity signals in four different spectral bands. The com-
putational workload imposed by the resultant 4x4 system of
linear equations is significantly greater than that imposed by
the 3x3 system of equations, which increases the cost of the
controller. Furthermore, a different controller chip would
need to be developed and produced to implement the servo
loop for such 4 LED light sources. Since such light sources
have significantly smaller markets, the economies of scale
available in the present three LED controllers are not yet
available.

Furthermore, there is no unique solution to the control
problem. For example, if one of the 4 LEDs ages, one could
alter the intensity of the LED in question. Alternatively, the
intensities of the other LEDs could be altered to provide the
same color point and intensity.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention includes a light source having first,
second, and third component light sources that are driven by
first, second, and third primary drive circuits. Each primary
drive circuit provides an average current to a corresponding
one of the component light sources. The light source also
includes a photodetector that generates three measurement
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signals representing, respectively, an intensity of light gen-
erated by the component light sources in three wavelength
bands. A processor generates three intensity signals repre-
senting the intensity of light produced by each of the first,
second, and third component light sources, respectively,
from the measurement signals. A servo loop adjusts the drive
circuits so as to maintain the intensity signals at correspond-
ing target values. One of the compound light sources
includes first and second LEDs and a secondary drive
circuit. The secondary drive circuit is connected to the third
primary drive circuit and provides first and second drive
currents to the first and second LEDs, respectively. The first
and second drive currents are in a fixed ratio to one another
and have values determined by the average current from the
third primary drive circuit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a prior art three-color light
source.

FIG. 2 illustrates the portion of the color space that can be
reached by a typical RGB light source.

FIG. 3 illustrates a light source according to one embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE
INVENTION

The manner in which the present invention provides its
advantages can be more easily understood with reference to
FIG. 1, which is a block diagram of a prior art three-color
light source 40. Light source 40 includes three LEDs. The
red, blue, and green LEDs shown at 42-44, respectively, are
controlled by a color controller 41. Color controller 41
includes a color sensor 46 that measures the light generated
by all three LEDs. Color sensor 46 is placed at a location at
which the light from the various LEDs has had an oppor-
tunity to mix.

Color sensor 46 generates signals indicative of the inten-
sity of light received by color sensor 46 in the optical bands
around red, blue, and green. As noted above, color sensor 46
could be constructed from a set of three photodiodes in
which each photodiode has a corresponding bandpass filter
that limits the light reaching that photodiode to light in one
of the optical bands in question. However, many other forms
of color sensor are known to the art and could be utilized.

The outputs of color sensor 46 are input to a processor 54
on bus 55. Processor 54 converts the observed photodiode
intensities to signals that are proportional to the average
intensity of light emitted by each of the LEDs and provides
the intensity signals on bus 56. These intensity signals are
compared with target values from an external light source
controller 48 by comparator 47 and the difference signal is
used to control the modulation of the current to the LEDs.

The LEDs are turned on and off at a rate that is too fast
for the human eye to perceive. The observer sees only the
average light generated by the LEDs. The average current
through the LEDs is set by setting the percentage of the time
in each cycle that the LEDs are on, rather than by varying
the magnitude of a constant current that is passed through
the LED. Pulse width modulation generator 49 adjusts the
duty factor for each set of LEDs to minimize the error
signals. A set of current drivers 51-53 provides the current
to each set of LEDs.

As noted above, the bandpass filters of the photodiodes do
not exactly match the emission spectrum of the LEDs. In
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addition, some of the LEDs emit light over a portion of the
spectrum that is within the bandpass filter of more than one
of the photodiodes. As a consequence, the output of each
photodiode is related to the light intensity of more than one
LED. If the measured output signal of the j photodiode is
denoted by P, for j=1, 2, 3, then the intensity of light emitted
from the three LEDs can be obtained by solving a 3x3
system of linear equations:

3
Po= )" Rl
1

for k=1 to 3. Here, I, is the intensity of light from the k*
photodiode. Here, R, ; is the contribution of light from the
k” LED in the j* photodetector.

These coefficients can be determined for any particular
controller and set of LEDs by powering each LED sepa-
rately and observing the signal from each of the photo-
diodes. For example, consider the case in which the first
LED is turned on at an intensity that corresponds to an
average current through the LED of 1 unit. Then, the values
of R, can be seen to be equal to the measured photodetector
signals, P,, for k=1 to 3, respectively. It should be noted that
the choice of current corresponding to 1 unit is arbitrary. All
future currents will be proportional to that current.

The coeflicients R ; define a matrix R. Once R is known,
its inverse can be calculated and stored in the controller.
Hence, the intensity of light from the 1” LED can be
computed from the measured photodiode signals:

3
I = Z RLP;
=1

for k=1 to 3. Here R™! 1 are the coefficients of the inverse
matrix.

As noted above, when there are three detectors and three
photodiodes with appropriately chosen bandpass filters, this
inverse matrix can be computed, and hence, the output of the
individual LEDs can be uniquely determined.

Refer now to FIG. 2, which illustrates the portion of the
color space that can be reached by a typical RGB light
source. The area within triangle 60 represents the color
points that can be reached by using the three LEDs shown
at 61-63. A color point within the triangle is replicated by
adjusting the ratios of the intensities of LEDs 61-63. Given
any point within the triangle, and a desired intensity, there is
a unique set of intensity values for the three light sources
that will provide light of that perceived color and intensity.

As can be seen from the figure, there is a considerable area
outside of triangle 60 that cannot be reached by the three
LEDs. One method for reaching points outside triangle 60 is
to include a fourth LED such as LED 64 in the light source
to expand the available color points to those shown at 65.

Unfortunately, the addition of the fourth LED requires an
alteration in the control strategy for the light source. The
three photodiode controller discussed above must be modi-
fied by the addition of a fourth photodiode and bandpass
filter to allow the intensities of all four LEDs to be moni-
tored so that the servo loop will maintain the LED intensities
at the desired values as the LEDs age. In such a system, a
processor analogous to processor 54 discussed above con-
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verts the 4 intensity values from the photodetector to 4
intensity values representing the intensities of the LEDs. In
this case, the processor must solve a 4x4 system of equations
to obtain the inverse matrix and the processor must perform
16 multiples and adds instead of the 9 multiples and adds to
generate the intensity values used by the servo loop. Hence,
the computational workload is significantly greater, which
increases the cost. In addition, as noted above, there is a
limited market for such control chips, and hence, the cost is
increased further, since the design and setup costs must be
amortized over a much smaller number of controllers.

The present invention overcomes this problem by driving
two of the four LEDs in a manner in which the ratio of the
average currents through the two LEDs is set to a constant
value. Since the ratio of the two LEDs in question remains
constant, there is now a unique solution for the LED
intensities computation using only 3 photodiodes, and the
existing three-color controller chip can be utilized. In
essence, the 4 LED light source is converted to a three LED
light source in which one of the “LEDs” has a spectrum that
is a weighted sum of the spectra of two LEDs. To simplify
the following discussion, this LED will be referred to as a
“compound LED”.

This strategy is equivalent to replacing the triangle 60
shown in FIG. 2 with a new triangle that has apexes at LEDs
61, 62, and a point located on the line joining LEDs 63 and
64. The position of this point is determined by the ratio of
the drive currents. The point is chosen such that the new
triangle contains the color points of interest.

Refer now to FIG. 3, which illustrates a light source
according to one embodiment of the present invention. Light
source 50 is similar to light source 40 discussed above in that
light source 50 utilizes a conventional three-color controller
to control the LEDs. Light source 50 differs from light
source 40 in that four LEDs 73-76 having different output
spectra are utilized. LEDs 75 and 76 are driven by a
secondary driver 72 that maintains the average current ratio
at a constant value. In this case, the conventional three-color
control chip treats the combination of the LEDs 75 and 76
as a single LED having a spectrum that is the sum of the
emissions of those two LEDs. This reduces the control
problem to solving a new 3x3 system of equations.

Color controller 41 functions in the same manner as that
described with reference to FIG. 1. The coefficients of the
calibration matrix are measured in the same manner. In one
embodiment, external light source controller 81 receives
signals specifying the current ratio to be used by secondary
driver 72 and sets that ratio by an appropriate signal to
secondary driver 72. Controller 81 then signals color con-
troller 41 to perform a calibration operation to determine the
coefficients of the inverse calibration matrix discussed
above. Once color controller 41 is calibrated, light source
controller 81 communicates the intensity values that are to
be maintained for a color point that is specified by signals to
controller 81, and the light source functions as if it were a
three LED light source with color controller 41 maintaining
the outputs of the LEDs at the targeted values.

The control strategy discussed above assumes that the
shape of the spectrum emitted by each LED remains con-
stant over time. That is, the LED ages only in that the
intensity of light generated by the LED as a function of the
current through the LED decreases with age. This aging
constraint is inherent both in conventional three LED light
sources and in the light source of the present invention. In
the case of the present invention, one of the LEDs is the
compound LED. This aging constraint must apply to the
spectrum of the compound LED. To satisfy this constraint,
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it is not sufficient that the individual LEDs satisfy the
constraint, since the LEDs could still age at different rates,
and hence, the shape of the compound spectrum would
change over time. Accordingly, the individual LEDs that
make up the compound LED are preferably chosen such that
they age at substantially the same rate. The degree of
similarity in the aging rates depends on the acceptable level
of color shift over the lifetime of the light source. In this
regard, it should be noted that the light source could be
re-calibrated periodically to provide controller 81 with a
new mapping of the LED locations in the color space so that
controller 81 can properly map a desired color point to the
required target intensity values with the aged LEDs.

The above-described embodiments of the present inven-
tion utilize one compound LED and two conventional LEDs.
However, embodiments in which two or three compound
LEDs are utilized could also be constructed. Furthermore, a
compound LED could be constructed from more than two
conventional LEDs, provided the ratios of the currents in the
various LEDs within the compound LED are held constant.

Various modifications to the present invention will
become apparent to those skilled in the art from the fore-
going description and accompanying drawings. Accord-
ingly, the present invention is to be limited solely by the
scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A light source comprising:

first, second, and third component light sources;

first, second, and third primary drive circuits, each pri-
mary drive circuit providing an average current to a
corresponding one of said component light sources;

a photodetector that generates three measurement signals
representing, respectively, an intensity of light gener-
ated by said component light sources in three wave-
length bands;

a processor that generates three intensity signals repre-
senting the intensity of light produced by each of said
first, second, and third component light sources, respec-
tively, from said measurement signals; and

a servo loop that adjusts said drive circuits so as to
maintain said intensity signals at corresponding target
values, wherein one of said component light sources
comprises first and second LEDs and a secondary drive
circuit, said secondary drive circuit being connected to
said third drive circuit and providing first and second
drive currents to said first and second LEDs, respec-
tively, said first and second drive currents being in a
fixed ratio to one another and having values determined
by said average current from said third primary drive
circuit.

2. The light source of claim 1 wherein said first and

second component light sources comprise LED:s.

3. The light source of claim 1 further comprising a
controller for providing said target values and setting said
ratio to said secondary drive circuit.

4. The light source of claim 1 wherein each of said
component light sources is driven with an alternating signal
having a fixed amplitude and a variable duty factor, and
wherein said servo loop varies said duty factor to maintain
said intensity signals at said target values.

5. The light source of claim 1 wherein said primary drive
circuits, said processor, and said servo loop are contained on
a single integrated circuit chip.

6. The light source of claim 5 wherein said integrated
circuit chip further comprises said photodetector.
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