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(57) ABSTRACT

A light source and method for programming the light source
to provide a color that approximates that of a target light
source are disclosed. The light source generates light at first
and second wavelengths with intensities that are determined
by first and second control signals that are set by a feedback
controller that matches the outputs of a monitoring circuit to
target signals. The target signals are generated from target
values that are entered into the feedback controller by
exposing the light source to the target light source and
observing the outputs from a set of photodetectors incorpo-
rated in the light source. In one embodiment, the photode-
tectors in the monitoring circuit are used for this program-
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LUMINARY CONTROL SYSTEM ADAPTED
FOR REPRODUCING THE COLOR OF A
KNOWN LIGHT SOURCE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to light sources, and more
particularly, to light sources that are designed to replace an
existing light source.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Light emitting diodes(LLEDs) are attractive candidates for
replacing conventional light sources such as incandescent
lamps and fluorescent light sources. The LEDs have higher
light conversion efficiencies and longer lifetimes. Unfortu-
nately, LEDs produce light in a relatively narrow spectral
band. Hence, to produce a light source having an arbitrary
color, a compound light source having multiple LEDs is
typically utilized. For example, an LED-based light source
that provides an emission that is perceived as matching a
particular color can be constructed by combining light from
red, blue, and green emitting LEDs. The ratios of the
intensities of the various colors sets the color of the light as
perceived by a human observer.

Unfortunately, the output of the individual LEDs varies
with temperature, drive current, and aging. In addition, the
characteristics of the LEDs vary from production lot to
production lot in the manufacturing process and are different
for different color LEDs. Hence, a light source that provides
the desired color under one set of conditions will exhibit a
color shift when the conditions change or the device ages. To
avoid these shifts, some form of feedback system must be
incorporated in the light source to vary the driving condi-
tions of the individual LEDs such that the output spectrum
remains at the design value in spite of the variability in the
component LEDs used in the light source.

Typically, a prior art light source having a feedback
system for maintaining the color perceived by a human
observer at a predetermined hue is constructed from a
plurality of LEDs that emit light at different wavelengths. A
photodetector that includes an appropriate filter is used to
measure the light that is generated from each LED. The
output of the photodetector is compared to a target value to
generate an error signal that is used to adjust the light output
of the corresponding LED.

Each target value is a function of the desired light
intensity in the corresponding spectral band and of the
particular light conversion characteristics of the photodiode
that generated the light intensity signal. Hence, even if the
circuit designer knows the desired ratio of colors in a light
source, the designer must still calibrate the feedback system
to take into account the characteristics of the photodiodes.
To aid the designer in this regard, prior art systems have
been proposed that provide a tricolor light source with inputs
that have been pre-calibrated in terms of some standard
colorometric system such as the CIE standard.

While such feedback schemes significantly reduce the
variability problems discussed above, they require that the
circuit designer determine the target values that will gener-
ate the desired light spectrum. Consider a circuit designer
who is faced with the problem of designing a tricolor
LED-based light source to replace a particular incandescent
source. The designer must determine the red, green, and blue
target values that will provide a spectrum that matches the
color of the target light spectrum as perceived by a human
observer. If the designer is using a calibrated tricolor light
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source such as the ones discussed above, the designer must
still measure the particular incandescent source in a standard
spectrometer to determine the standard values for the target
values. Such measurements require specific expertise and
increase the cost and product design cycle time.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention includes a light source and method
for programming the light source to provide a spectrum that
approximates the color of a target light source. The light
source has a light generator that generates a first light signal
of a first wavelength and a first intensity that is set by a first
control signal and a second light signal at a second wave-
length and a second intensity that is set by a second control
signal. The light source utilizes a light monitor that gener-
ates a first monitor signal having an amplitude determined
by the first intensity and a second monitor signal having an
amplitude determined by the second intensity. A target signal
generator having a port for receiving a target light signal is
used to generate a first target signal having an amplitude
indicative of a first target value and a second target signal
having an amplitude indicative of a second target value from
the target light signal. A feedback controller generates the
first and second control signals such that the first and second
monitor signals have a fixed relationship to the first and
second target signals, respectively. In one embodiment, the
light generator utilizes LEDs. In another embodiment, the
light generator utilizes lasers. In yet another embodiment,
the light monitor includes a first monitor photodetector that
generates a signal having a first functional relationship to the
intensity of light received by the first monitor photodetector
at the first wavelength, and the target signal generator
includes a first target photodetector that generates a signal
having the first functional relationship to the intensity of
light received by the first target photodetector at the first
wavelength. In another embodiment, the first monitor pho-
todetector and the first target photodetector comprise iden-
tical optical filters for blocking at least a portion of light of
the second wavelength from reaching the first monitor
photodetector and the first target photodetector. In yet
another embodiment, the feedback controller includes a
memory for storing the first and second target values, the
feedback controller causing the first and second target values
to be generated from the target light signal and stored in the
memory in response to a calibration control signal being
received by the feedback controller. In another embodiment,
the target signal generator port is positioned so as to cause
the target light signal to illuminate the light monitor. In this
embodiment, the target signal generator causes the feedback
controller to generate the first and second target values from
the first and second monitor signals and to store the first and
second target values in the memory during a period of time
in which the light generator is not generating light.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a prior art LED light source
that utilizes a feedback system to control the duty factor of
the individual LEDs to produce a precise output color.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a light source according to
one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a schematic drawing of another embodiment of
the present invention in which the feedback photodiodes are
also used to generate the target values for the feedback
controller.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE
INVENTION

The manner in which the present invention provides its
advantages can be more easily understood with reference to
FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a prior art LED light
source that utilizes a feedback system to control the duty
factor of the individual LEDs to produce a precise output
color. Light source 10 utilizes red, green, and blue LEDs 11
to generate light of an arbitrary color. The LEDs are driven
by a driver 12 that sets the current through each LED when
that LED is “on”. In the “on” state, each LED is driven with
a predetermined current that is independent of the color
being generated by light source 10. The LEDs are driven in
a pulsed manner with a cycle time having a period T. During
each period, each of the LEDs is turned on for a time t that
depends on the color of light that is to be generated by light
source 10.

To simplify the following discussion the ratio t/T will be
referred to as the duty factor. In principle, the intensity of
light as seen by a human observer from each of the LEDs is
proportional to t for that LED, provided the period T is
sufficiently small. Unfortunately, the LEDs do not turn on
and off instantaneously and the light output from any LED
may also be a function of the duty factor, since the operating
temperature of the LED will increase with increasing duty
factors. However, there is a fixed relationship between the
desired output color and the duty factors applied to the three
LEDs. The relationship is determined continuously by mea-
suring the light that is actually generated and adjusting the
duty factors using a servo loop.

Referring again to FIG. 1, light source 10 includes three
photodetectors 16-18 that receive a portion of the light
leaving the LEDs. Each of the photodetectors ideally mea-
sures the light intensity in a wavelength band as described by
CIE 1931 tristimulus functions.

Each photodetector has a corresponding interface circuit
that matches the signal from the corresponding photodetec-
tor to a low pass filter. The interface circuits corresponding
to photodetectors 1618 are shown at 13-15, respectively.
An exemplary low pass filter is shown at 19. Each low pass
filter consists of a resistor 20 and a capacitor 21. The resistor
and capacitor values are chosen to average out the on and off
cycles such that the outputs of the low pass filters are DC
levels representing the intensity of light in each of the three
wavelength bands. The outputs of the low pass filters are
digitized using ADC 22 and compared to target values that
are stored in a register stack 24 in a subtraction circuit 23.
The target values represent the three intensities correspond-
ing to the desired output color. The differences between the
measured intensities and target intensities provide three
error signals that are used by feedback controller 25 to adjust
the three corresponding duty factors until the measured
output matches the target values.

Refer now to FIG. 2, which is a block diagram of a light
source 50 according to one embodiment of the present
invention. To simplify the following discussion, those ele-
ments that provide functions analogous to those discussed
above with reference to FIG. 1 have been given the same
numeric designations as used in FIG. 1 and will not be
discussed in detail here. Light source 50 utilizes a feedback
controller 40 that accepts a set of target red, green, and blue
(RGB) values that are compared to the red, green, and blue
values provided by photodiodes 16—18 and their associated
drive circuits. These values can be considered as the tris-
timulus values in a new arbitrary colormetric system.
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To simplify the following discussion, the circuitry for
generating the error signals from the target and measured
photodiode outputs has been included in feedback controller
40. Since feedback controllers are known in the art, the
details of this circuitry will not be discussed in detail here.
For the purposes of this discussion, it is sufficient to note that
feedback controller 40 adjusts the drive signals to LEDs 11
such that the measured RGB values input to feedback
controller 40 on port 41 match, respectively, the target RGB
values input on port 42. For the purposes of this discussion,
it will be assumed that the measured RGB values and target
RGB values are analog signals.

As noted above, one problem encountered in designing an
LED light source to match a particular existing target light
source is determining the correct values for the target RGB
values. The correct target RGB values are a function both of
the desired red, green and blue LEDs light intensities and of
the photodiodes used to monitor the output of the LEDs. In
principle, the feedback controller can be calibrated such that
the user can determine the correct target RGB values from
a knowledge of the RGB values for the existing light source.
This requires the user to calibrate the existing light source in
terms of the standards used to calibrate the feedback con-
troller. This approach places a burden on the circuit designer.
In addition, each light source must be calibrated to take into
account differences in the LEDs.

The present invention avoids these problems by providing
an input system for the target RGB values that utilizes the
existing target light source that is being matched by the LED
light source. In the present invention, the target RGB inputs
are generated by a set of photodiodes and interface circuits
that are matched to photodiodes 1618 and their interface
circuits. The photodiodes used to provide the target RGB
values are shown at 51-53, and the corresponding interface
circuits are shown at 55-57. These photodiodes will be
referred to as the target photodiodes in the following dis-
cussion and photodiodes 16-18 will be referred to as the
feedback photodiodes. There is one target photodiode for
each feedback photodiode. For example, the target photo-
diode that measures light in the red region of the spectrum
has the same light spectral filter and light conversion effi-
ciency as the feedback photodiode used to measure the light
generated by the red LED.

To match a light source 58, the source is used to illuminate
the target photodiodes 51-53. Since each target photodiode
has been chosen to match the corresponding feedback pho-
todiode, the signals generated by the target photodiodes are
the correct target RGB target values to replicate the color of
light source 58. Hence, the circuit designer does not need to
calibrate the target light source or utilize an LED light
source that has been calibrated in terms of some standard
system such as the CIE standard.

Once the target values have been generated, light source
58 can be removed provided feedback controller 40 includes
a non-volatile memory in which the target values are stored.
In such an embodiment, feedback controller 40 includes an
externally accessible port 43 for receiving a signal that
causes feedback controller 40 to store a set of target values
that are determined by those input on port 42. The stored
target values can be stored as digital values derived from the
analog target values or as analog values. In this regard, it
should be noted that non-volatile memories for storing
analog values are well known in the art. The present inven-
tion can also replicate a target light source at a remote
location continuously such that the light source can mimic
all the changes of the target light source in real time.
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The above-described embodiments of the present inven-
tion store one set of target values that provide the color
match to one target light source. However, embodiments in
which the feedback controller stores multiple sets of target
values corresponding to a variety of light sources can also be
constructed by exposing the target photodiodes to each of
the light sources and storing the resulting target values. The
light source can then be used to provide a color match for
any of the target light sources by selecting the desired set of
target values. In such an embodiment, the feedback control-
ler would include an input for specifying which set of target
values to use. This input can be provided by a user or by a
programming device that is attached to the light source.
Furthermore, a sequence of target values can be utilized to
provide a color pattern that changes as a function of time.
The various control signals can be input through port 43
discussed above.

It should be noted that the present invention can also be
used to replicate the color of a target light source that is
remote to the LEDs in a continuous manner in real time. In
such an embodiment, the target photodiodes would be
located at the target light source and the output values of
these photodiodes would be transmitted to the feedback
controller.

The above-described embodiments utilize monitor and
target photodiodes that are matched. If this condition is not
met, a calibration procedure can be utilized. For example,
assume that the target photodiode that measures light in the
red region has a different light spectral filter and light
conversion efficiency than the corresponding feedback pho-
todiode. Both the target photodiode and feedback photo-
diode can be calibrated by exposing both photodiodes to the
same light source at various intensities and recording the
outputs of both photodiodes. These calibration values can be
stored in non-volatile memory in the feedback controller so
that the feedback controller can correct for differences in the
target and monitor photodiodes during the feedback cycle by
computing the target signal that would have been generated
if the target and monitor photodiodes were matched.

The above-described embodiments utilize a separate set
of photodiodes for generating the target values from a light
source whose spectrum is to be used to set the output of the
LEDs in the light source. However, it should be noted that
embodiments in which the feedback photodiodes are used
for both functions can also be constructed. Refer now to
FIG. 3, which is a schematic drawing of another embodi-
ment of the present invention in which the feedback photo-
diodes are also used to generate the target values for the
feedback controller. To simplify the discussion, those ele-
ments of light source 70 that perform functions analogous to
those described in FIG. 2 have been given the same numeric
designations as used in FIG. 2 and will not be discussed
further here. Light source 70 includes an aperture 77 that is
positioned to receive light from the target source during a
calibration phase. An optical imaging system 76 may be
included to assure that the light from target light source 58
illuminates feedback photodiodes 1618 uniformly.

When a predetermined signal is applied to port 73,
feedback controller 75 reads the values on port 71 and stores
information specifying these values in a target RGB memory
within feedback controller 75. After the feedback controller
is properly programmed, target light source 58 is removed
and aperture 77 closed to prevent light from reaching the
feedback photodiodes from sources outside of light source
70 during normal operation.

The above-described embodiments of the present inven-
tion utilize 3 LEDs as the light generator. However, embodi-
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6

ments of the present invention that utilize different numbers
of LEDs can also be constructed. As long as the photode-
tectors are capable of detecting the different wavelengths of
light such that the individual LEDs can be separately con-
trolled, any number of LEDs can be used. The minimum
number of LEDs is two. In this regard, it should be noted that
color schemes that utilize 4 colors are known in the printing
arts.

In addition, the present invention is not limited to LEDs
as the light generators. Any light generator that provides an
output spectrum that can be monitored can be used. For
example, lasers could replace the LEDs discussed above.

The above-described embodiments utilize a feedback
controller that adjusts the control signals for the LEDs until
the monitor signals from the feedback LEDs match the target
signals. However, the feedback controller can use other
algorithms in which the control signals are adjusted until the
monitor signals from the feedback LEDs have some other
fixed relationship to the target signals. For example, the
target light source, in general, will have a different intensity
than the intensity of light being generated by the LEDs. The
goal of the feedback controller in such a case is usually to
match the color of the target and LED light sources. Hence,
the feedback controller could adjust the LED control signals
until the ratios of the target values to each other or to the
overall target light intensity is the same as the corresponding
ratios of the signals from the feedback LEDs.

The above-described embodiments of the present inven-
tion utilize an intensity control scheme in which the duty
cycle of the LEDs is varied to vary the intensity of light
generated by the light source. However, the present inven-
tion could also be applied to light sources in which the
intensity of light generated by each LED is altered to alter
the intensity of the light source.

Various modifications to the present invention will
become apparent to those skilled in the art from the fore-
going description and accompanying drawings. Accord-
ingly, the present invention is to be limited solely by the
scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A light source comprising:

a light generator that generates a first light signal of a first
wavelength and a first intensity that is set by a first
control signal and a second light signal at a second
wavelength and a second intensity that is set by a
second control signal;

a light monitor that generates a first monitor signal having
an amplitude determined by said first intensity and a
second monitor signal having an amplitude determined
by said second intensity;

a target signal generator having a port for receiving a
target light signal, said target signal generator gener-
ating a first target signal having an amplitude indicative
of a first target value and a second target signal having
an amplitude indicative of a second target value from
said target light signal;

a feedback controller that generates said first and second
control signals such that said first and second monitor
signals have a fixed relationship to said first and second
target signals, respectively.

2. The light source of claim 1 wherein said feedback
controller comprises a memory for storing a plurality of first
and second target entries and wherein said first and second
target values are chosen from said plurality of first and
second target entries in response to a target value select
signal.
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3. The light source of claim 2 wherein said target value
select signal causes said feedback controller to utilize a
sequence of first and second target values that changes as a
function of time.

4. The light source of claim 1 wherein said first and
second target values are periodically determined from said
target light signal.

5. The light source of claim 1 wherein said light generator
comprises first and second LEDs for generating said first and
second light signals, respectively.

6. The light source of claim 1 wherein said light generator
comprises first and second lasers for generating said first and
second light signals, respectively.

7. The light source of claim 1 wherein said feedback
controller comprises a memory for storing said first and
second target values, said feedback controller causing said
first and second target values to be generated from said
target light signal and stored in said memory in response to
a calibration control signal being received by said feedback
controller.

8. The light source of claim 1 wherein said target signal
generator port is positioned so as to cause said target light
signal to illuminate said light monitor and wherein said
feedback controller comprises a memory for storing said
first and second target values, and wherein said target signal
generator causes said feedback controller to generate said
first and second target values from said first and second
monitor signals and to store said first and second target
values in said memory during a period of time in which said
light generator is not generating light.

9. A light source comprising:

a light generator that generates a first light signal of a first
wavelength and a first intensity that is set by a first
control signal and a second light signal at a second
wavelength and a second intensity that is set by a
second control signal;

a light monitor that generates a first monitor signal having
an amplitude determined by said first intensity and a
second monitor signal having an amplitude determined
by said second intensity;

a target signal generator having a port for receiving a
target light signal, said target signal generator gener-
ating a first target signal having an amplitude indicative
of a first target value and a second target signal having
an amplitude indicative of a second target value from
said target light signal;

a feedback controller that generates said first and second
control signals such that said first and second monitor
signals have a fixed relationship to said first and second
target signals, respectively;

wherein said light monitor comprises a first monitor
photodetector that generates a signal having a first
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functional relationship to the intensity of light received
by said first monitor photodetector at said first wave-
length and wherein said target signal generator com-
prises a first target photodetector that generates a signal
having said first functional relationship to the intensity
of light received by said first target photodetector at
said first wavelength.

10. The light source of claim 9 wherein said light monitor
further comprises a second monitor photodetector that gen-
erates a signal having a second functional relationship to the
intensity of light received by said second monitor photode-
tector at said second wavelength and wherein said target
signal generator further comprises a second target photode-
tector that generates a signal having said second functional
relationship to the intensity of light received by said second
target photodetector at said second wavelength.

11. The light source of claim 9 wherein said first monitor
photodetector and said first target photodetector comprise
identical optical filters for blocking at least a portion of light
of said second wavelength from reaching said first monitor
photodetector and said first target photodetector.

12. The light source of claim 9 wherein said feedback
controller includes calibration values relating said first
monitor signal to said first target signal when said first
monitor photodetector and said first target photodetector are
exposed to a calibration light source.

13. A method for controlling a light source that generates
a first light signal of a first wavelength and a first intensity
that is set by a first control signal and a second light signal
at a second wavelength and a second intensity that is set by
a second control signal, said method comprising:

monitoring said first and second light signals to generate

first and second monitor light signals having ampli-
tudes determined by said first and second intensities,
respectively;

adjusting said first and second control signals such that

said first and second monitor signals have a fixed
relationship to said first and second target signals,
respectively,

wherein said first and second target signals are generated

from first and second target values that are generated by
exposing said light source to a target light signal.

14. The method of claim 13 wherein said light source
comprises a monitor circuit for monitoring said first and
second light signals and wherein said monitoring circuit is
exposed to said target light signal to generate said first and
second target values.

15. The method of claim 13 wherein said first and second
target values are stored in said light source after exposing
said light source to said target light signal.
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