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LIGHTING APPARATUS FOR PRODUCING A
BEAM OF LIGHT HAVING A CONTROLLED
LUMINOUS FLUX SPECTRUM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to lighting fixtures and,
more particularly, to a lighting apparatus suitable for use as
part of a lighting fixture, and configured to produce light
having a selected color.

Lighting fixtures have been used for many years in
theater, television, and architectural lighting applications.
Typically, each fixture includes an incandescent lamp
mounted adjacent to a concave reflector, which reflects light
through a lens assembly to project a beam of light toward a
theater stage or the like. A color filter can be mounted at the
fixture’s forward end, for transmitting only selected wave-
lengths of the light emitted by the lamp, while absorbing
and/or reflecting other wavelengths. This provides the pro-
jected beam with a particular spectral composition.

The color filters used in these lighting fixtures typically
have the form of glass or plastic films, e.g., of polyester or
polycarbonate, carrying a dispersed chemical dye. The dyes
transmit certain wavelengths of light, but absorb the other
wavelengths. Several hundred different colors can be pro-
vided by such filters, and certain of these colors have been
widely accepted as standard colors in the industry.

Although generally effective, such plastic color filters
usually have limited lifetimes, caused principally by the
need to dissipate large amounts of heat derived from the
absorbed wavelengths. This has been a particular problem
for filters transmitting blue and green wavelengths. Further,
although the variety of colors that can be provided is large,
these colors nevertheless are limited by the availability of
commercial dyes and the compatibility of those dyes with
the glass or plastic substrates. In addition, the very mecha-
nism of absorbing non-selected wavelengths is inherently
inefficient. Substantial energy is lost to heat.

In some lighting applications, gas discharge lamps have
been substituted for the incandescent lamps, and dichroic
filters have been substituted for the color filters. Such
dichroic filters typically have the form of a glass substrate
carrying a multi-layer dichroic coating, which reflects cer-
tain wavelengths and transmits the remaining wavelengths.
These alternative lighting fixtures generally have improved
efficiency, and their dichroic filters are not subject to fading
or other degradation caused by overheating. However, the
dichroic filters offer only limited control of color, and the
fixtures cannot replicate many of the complex colors created
by the absorptive filters that have been accepted as industry
standards.

It often is desirable to change the color of the light being
produced by a particular lighting fixture, so several remotely
operated color-changing devices have been developed in
recent years. One such device is a color scroller, which
includes a scroll typically containing 16 preselected filters.
These filters are subject to the same problems of fading and
deformation as are the individual filters. Another such
device is a dichroic color wheel, which includes a rotatable
wheel carrying about eight preselected dichroic coatings.
These color wheels avoid the noted problems of fading and
deformation, but are able to carry fewer colors and are
substantially more expensive than is a color scroller.

Other such remotely operated color-changing devices
include a CMY filter scroller system and a CMY dichroic
color mixing system, the latter of which can provide about
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16 million combinations of separate colors. However,
because both CMY systems use filters that each transmit
only about one third of the visible spectrum, they are unable
to replicate the spectral nuances of a complex color, includ-
ing those produced by a conventional color filter in combi-
nation with a full-spectrum incandescent light source.

Yet other such remotely operated color-changing devices
include an incandescent RGB fixture, such as a theatrical
strip light. Such fixtures have similar problems to those of
the two CMY systems described briefly above. In such
fixtures, one-third of the visible spectrum is provided by
each of three separately filtered lid sources. Thus, these
fixtures waste two-thirds of the light energy just to project
white light, and they waste even more light energy when
projecting colored light.

Recently, some lighting fixtures have substituted light-
emitting diodes (LEDs) for incandescent lamps and gas-
discharge lamps. Equal quantities of red-, green-, and blue-
colored LEDs typically have been used, arranged in a
suitable array. Some LED fixtures have further included an
equal quantity of amber-colored LEDs. By providing elec-
trical power in selected amounts to these LEDs, typically
using pulse-width modulated electrical current, light having
a variety of colors can be projected. These fixtures eliminate
the need for color filters, thereby improving on the efficiency
of prior fixtures incorporating incandescent lamps or gas-
discharge lamps.

Lighting fixtures incorporating red-, green-, and blue-
colored LEDs, i.e., RGB LED fixtures, can project beams of
light having an apparent color of white, especially when
illuminating a white or other fully reflective surface.
However, the actual spectrum of this apparent white color is
not at all the same as that of the white light provided by
fixtures incorporating incandescent lamps. This is because
LEDs emit light in narrow wavelength bands, and merely
three different LED colors are insufficient to cover the full
visible spectrum. Colored objects illuminated by such RGB
LED fixtures frequently do not appear in their true colors.
For example, an object that reflects only yellow light, and
thus that appears to be yellow when illuminated with white
light, will appear black when illuminated with light having
an apparent yellow color, produced by the red and green
LEDs of an RGB LED fixture. Such fixtures, therefore, are
considered to provide poor color rendition when illuminat-
ing a setting such as a theater stage, television set, building
interior, or display window.

A limited number of LED lighting fixtures have included
not only LEDs emitting red, green, and blue light, but also
LEDs emitting amber light. Such fixtures are sometimes
called RGBA LED fixtures. These fixtures are subject to the
same drawbacks as are RGB LED fixtures, but to a slightly
reduced degree.

FIG. 1 depicts the luminous flux spectrum of a beam of
light projected by a prior art Source Four® lighting fixture
having an incandescent lamp operating at about 3250°
Kelvin (° K) and having no color filter in the beam’s path.
The Source Four® fixture is available from Electronic
Theatre Controls, of Middleton, Wis. It will be noted that the
spectrum is generally bell-shaped across the visible
spectrum, i.e., from about 420 nanometers (nn) to about680
run. The actual radiometric flux spectrum for the light is
fairly uniform; however, the depicted luminous flux spec-
trum is derived by multiplying the radiometric flux spectrum
by the spectral sensitivity of the human eye, which is
generally bell-shaped. Humans generally perceive the light
to be white and are pleased with its appearance.
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Also depicted in FIG. 1 is the luminous flux spectrum of
a beam of light produced by a prior art RGB LED lighting
fixture having equal quantities of red-, green-, and blue-
colored LEDs, operating at full power. The two depicted
spectra are normalized so that they have approximately
equal total flux.

Against a white background or other fully reflective
surface, humans will perceive the light produced by the prior
art RGB LED lighting fixture, operating at full power, to be
somewhat bluish-white. It will be noted in FIG. 1, however,
that the actual luminous flux spectrum of such light is highly
non-uniform and differs substantially from that of the light
produced by the incandescent lamp fixture. This spectral
difference can lead to sharp differences in the appearances of
many colored objects illuminated by such light.

Integrating the absolute value of the difference between
the two spectra depicted in FIG. 1, i.e., the luminous flux
spectrum of light produced by an incandescent lamp lighting
fixture and the luminous flux spectrum of light produced by
an RGB LED lighting fixture, across the visible spectrum,
provides a useful measure of conformance between the two
spectra. This conformance measure is referred to as a
Normalized Mean Deviation (NMD). An NMD of 0% would
represent exact conformance between the two spectra. In the
particular case of the two spectra depicted in FIG. 1, an
NMD of 57.1% is realized. This is considered to be unde-
sirably high, and it indicates that the RGB LED lighting
fixture provides a poor emulation of the incandescent lamp
lighting fixture and thus provides poor color rendition.

It should be apparent from the foregoing description that
there is a need for an improved lighting apparatus, suitable
for use as part of a lighting fixture, having individually
colored light sources, e.g., LEDs, that improve on the power
efficiency of fixtures incorporating incandescent lamps and
gas-discharge lamps, yet that can produce beams of light
having luminous flux spectra that can be more precisely
controlled and, further, that can closely emulate the spectra
of prior lighting fixtures and thus provide improved color
rendition. The present invention satisfies these needs and
provides further related advantages.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One feature of the present invention resides in a lighting
apparatus, suitable for use as part of a lighting fixture, for
producing a beam of light having a precisely controlled
luminous flux spectrum including, for example spectra emu-
lating that of a beam of light produced by a predetermined
light source, with or without a color filter. The lighting
apparatus includes a plurality of groups of light-emitting
devices, each such group configured to emit light having a
distinct luminous flux spectrum, with a peak flux wave-
length and a predetermined spectral half-width. The spectral
half-width of each group is less than about 40 nanometers
(nm), and the groups are configured such that the peak flux
wavelength of each group is spaced less than about 50 nm
from that of another group. The lighting apparatus further
includes a controller configurable to supply selected
amounts of electrical power to the groups of light-emitting
devices, such that the groups cooperate to produce a com-
posite beam of light having a prescribed luminous flux
spectrum.

Another feature of the invention resides in a lighting
apparatus, suitable for use a part of a lighting fixture, for
producing a beam of light having a luminous flux spectrum
emulating that of a beam of light produced by a predeter-
mined light source having an incandescent lamp, such light
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source being free of a filter that modifies the luminous flux
spectrum of the light emitted by the lamp. The lighting
apparatus includes a plurality of groups of light-emitting
devices and further includes a controller configurable to
supply selected amounts of electrical power to the groups of
light-emitting devices. The groups cooperate to produce a
composite beam of light having a prescribed luminous flux
spectrum that has a normalized mean deviation across the
visible spectrum of less than about 30% relative to the
luminous flux spectrum of a beam of light produced by the
predetermined light source to be emulated.

More preferably, the luminous flux spectrum of the com-
posite beam of light has a normalized mean deviation across
the visible spectrum of less than 25%, and most preferably
less than 20%, relative to that of the beam of light to be
emulated. In addition, in this feature of the invention, the
quantities of devices included in each of the plurality of
groups of light-emitting devices can be selected such that, if
the controller supplies maximum electrical power to all of
the groups, then the resulting composite beam of light will
have a luminous flux spectrum having a normalized mean
deviation across the visible spectrum of less than about 30%
relative to the luminous flux spectrum of a beam of light to
be emulated. In addition, the luminous flux spectra of the
beam of light produced by the lighting apparatus and of the
beam of light produced by the predetermined light source to
be emulated preferably are within 5 db of each other across
the visible spectrum when the controller supplies prescribed
maximum amounts of electrical power to all of the groups of
light-emitting devices.

Alternatively, the quantities of devices included in each of
the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices are selected
such that, if the controller supplies maximum electrical
power to all of the groups, then the resulting composite
beam of light will have a luminous flux spectrum emulating
that of any other prescribed light source. For example, the
spectrum of the composite beam of light could be made to
have a normalized mean deviation across the visible spec-
trum of less than about 30% relative to the luminous flux
spectrum of a theoretical beam of light produced by a
predetermined light source having an incandescent lamp, but
modified by a theoretical superposition of the spectral trans-
missions of a plurality of known color filters.

Another independent feature of the invention resides in a
lighting apparatus for producing a beam of colored light
having a prescribed luminous flux spectrum, the apparatus
including a plurality of groups of light-emitting devices, and
further including a controller configurable to supply selected
amounts of electrical power to the groups of light-emitting
devices, such that they cooperate to produce a composite
beam of light having a luminous flux spectrum with sub-
stantial energy only within a contiguous bandwidth of less
than about 200 nm when the controller supplies prescribed
maximum amounts of electrical power to all of the groups of
light-emitting devices. More preferably, the flux spectrum
has substantial energy only within a contiguous bandwidth
of less than about 150 nm. In addition, no portion of the
contiguous flux spectrum has an intensity more than 5 db
lower, or more preferably 2 db lower, than intensities at
wavelengths both above and below it.

More particularly, in this feature of the invention, the
controller is configurable to supply selected amounts of
electrical power to the groups of light-emitting devices, such
that the composite beam of light has a luminous flux
spectrum emulating that of a predetermined light source
having an incandescent lamp and an associated filter that
modifies the luminous flux spectrum of the light emitted by
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the lamp. The luminous flux spectrum of the composite
beam of light has a normalized mean deviation across the
visible spectrum of less than about 30% relative to the
luminous flux spectrum of a beam of light to be emulated.
In one example, the quantities of devices included in each of
the groups of light-emitting devices are selected such that, if
the controller supplies maximum electrical power to all of
the groups, then the resulting composite beam of light will
have a luminous flux spectrum having a normalized mean
deviation across the visible spectrum of less than about 30%
relative to the luminous flux spectrum of a theoretical beam
of light produced by the predetermined light source, as
modified by a theoretical superposition of the spectral trans-
missions of a plurality of known color filters.

Further, in this feature of the invention, the groups of
light-emitting devices can be configured such that the com-
posite beam of light has a luminous flux spectrum having
substantial energy only in wavelengths of less than about
600 nm when the controller supplies prescribed maximum
amounts of electrical power to all of the groups of light-
emitting devices. Alternatively, the groups of light-emitting
devices can be configured such that the composite beam of
light has a luminous flux spectrum having substantial energy
only in wavelengths of more than about 550 um when the
controller supplies prescribed maximum amounts of electri-
cal power to all of the groups of light-emitting devices.

Yet another independent feature of the invention resides in
a lighting apparatus for producing a beam of light having a
prescribed luminous flux spectrum, wherein at least two of
a plurality of groups of light-emitting devices include dif-
ferent quantities of devices. The lighting apparatus further
includes a controller configurable to supply selected
amounts of electrical power to the groups of light-emitting
devices, such that they cooperate to produce a composite
beam of light having a prescribed luminous flux spectrum.
The specific quantities of devices in each group can be
selected to provide certain advantages when the lighting
apparatus is used to emulate the luminous flux spectrum
provided by a particular light source. For example, the
quantities can be selected such that if the controller supplies
maximum electrical power to all of the groups, then the
resulting composite beam of light will have a luminous flux
spectrum closely matching that of the beam of light to be
emulated.

Still another independent feature of the invention resides
in a lighting apparatus that includes five or more groups of
light-emitting devices, and further includes a controller
configurable to supply selected amounts of electrical power
to the five or more groups of light-emitting devices, such
that the groups cooperate to produce a composite beam of
light having a prescribed luminous flux spectrum. Preferably
the lighting apparatus includes eight or more such groups of
light-emitting devices, to facilitate greater control of the
luminous flux spectrum of the composite beam of light.

In more detailed features of the invention, the groups of
light-emitting devices each include a plurality of light-
emitting diodes. In addition, the groups of light-emits
devices together can comprise an optical assembly that
collects the emitted light and projects the composite beam of
the light from the lighting apparatus.

Other features and advantages of the present invention
should become apparent from the following description of
the preferred embodiments, taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, which illustrate, by way of
example, the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present invention will now be
described, by way of example only, with reference to the
following drawings, in which:
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FIG. 1 is a graph depicting the luminous flux spectra for
beams of light produced by a prior art lighting fixture having
an incandescent lamp operating at about 3250° K and no
color filter, and by a prior art lighting fixture having equal
quantities of red-, green-, and blue-colored light-emitting
diodes (LEDs).

FIG. 2 is a schematic side sectional view of a lighting
fixture, which includes a lighting apparatus configured in
accordance with a first preferred embodiment of the
invention, the lighting apparatus of FIG. 2 including numer-
ous groups of LEDs, each group emitting light having a
distinct narrowband spectrum, the groups collectively emit-
ting light spanning a substantial portion of the visible
spectrum.

FIG. 3 is a front elevational view of the lighting fixture of
FIG. 2, showing the LEDs of the lighting apparatus arranged
in a two-dimensional array.

FIG. 4 is a rear elevational view of the lighting fixture of
FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 is a front elevational view of a lighting fixture,
which includes a lighting apparatus configured in accor-
dance with a second preferred embodiment of the invention,
the lighting apparatus differing from that of FIGS. 24 in
that its numerous groups of LEDs collectively emit light
spanning only a limited portion of the visible spectrum.

FIG. 6 is a graph depicting the luminous flux spectra for
a beam of light produced by the lighting fixture of FIGS.
24, having a lighting apparatus incorporating eight groups
of LEDs collectively emitting light across substantially the
entire visible spectrum, and for a beam of light produced by
a prior art lighting fixture having an incandescent lamp
operating at 3250° K and no color filter.

FIG. 7 is a graph depicting the luminous flux spectra for
an individual LED in each of the eight groups of LEDs of the
lighting apparatus included in the lighting fixture of FIGS.
2—4 and collectively represented by the graph of FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 is a graph depicting the luminous flux spectra for
a beam of light produced by the lighting fixture of FIGS.
24, whose eight groups of LEDs are delivered controlled
amounts of electrical current such that the fixture produces
a beam of light having a blue color, and for a beam of light
produced by a prior art lighting fixture having an incandes-
cent lamp operating at 3250° K and a conventional Rosco
R8O blue filter.

FIG. 9 is a graph depicting the luminous flux spectra for
a beam of light produced by the lighting fixture of FIGS.
24, whose eight groups of LEDs are delivered controlled
amounts of electrical current, such that the fixture produces
a beam of light having a red color, and for a beam of light
produced by a prior art lighting fixture having an incandes-
cent lamp operating at 3250° K and a conventional Rosco
R26 red filter.

FIG. 10 is a graph depicting the luminous flux spectra for
a beam of light produced by the lighting fixture of FIG. 5,
whose four groups of LEDs are delivered controlled
amounts of electrical current, such that the fixture produces
a beam of light having a blue color, and for a beam of light
produced by a prior art lighting fixture having an incandes-
cent lamp operating at 3250° K and a conventional Rosco
R80 blue filter.

FIG. 11 is a graph depicting a superposition of the
luminous flux spectra of an incandescent lamp lighting
fixture and about 50 different conventional blue and green
filters.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

With reference now to the illustrative drawings, and
particularly to FIGS. 2—4, there is shown a lighting fixture 20
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configured to project a beam of light having a selected color.
The fixture includes an array of light-emitting diodes
(LEDs) 22 configured to emit light in a range of narrowband
colors, e.g., royal blue, blue, cyan, green, two shades of
amber, red-orange, and red. A controller 24 supplies selected
amounts of electrical power to the LEDs such that they
cooperate to emit light having a prescribed composite lumi-
nous flux spectrum. The LEDs are mounted on a heat sink
28 within a housing 30. A collimating lens array 32 is located
immediately in front of the LED array, and it includes a
separate lens component for each LED, for collecting the
emitted light to produce a beam that is projected from the
fixture, e.g., toward a theater stage (not shown).

The LED lighting fixture 20 of FIGS. 2—4 is equipped
with various groups of LEDs 22, each group emitting light
having a distinct narrowband color. In one fixture
embodiment, the wavelength bands of the LED groups span
substantially the entire visible spectrum, i.e., about 420
nanometers (nm) to about 680 nm. Suitable LEDs emitting
light in the requisite colors and at high intensities can be
obtained from Lumileds Lighting, LLC, of San Jose, Calif.
This fixture embodiment can be precisely controlled to emit
light having a wide range of colors, including white.

In another embodiment of a lighting fixture 20' in accor-
dance with the invention, depicted in FIG. 5, the wavelength
bands of the fixture’s groups of LEDs 22' span only a limited
portion of the visible spectrum, e.g., only wavelengths that
are generally blue and green or only wavelengths that are
generally amber and red. This fixture embodiment is limited
in that it can be controlled only to emit light having certain
colors; however, it includes many fewer individual LEDs
than does a full-spectrum LED fixture and thus is substan-
tially less expensive to manufacture. A blue/green-only
fixture is considered to be particularly commercially viable.
This is because blue- and green-colored LEDs are projected
to have particularly high efficiencies in the near future and
because a blue/green-only fixture can be controlled to emu-
late roughly one-third of all conventional color filters.
Further, incandescent lamps are weakest in the blue/green
portion of the visible spectrum.

These various fixture embodiments all are discussed
below.

Full-Spectrum LED Lighting Fixture

As mentioned above, one embodiment of an LED lighting
fixture 20 in accordance with the invention, depicted in
FIGS. 2-4, includes eight groups of LEDs 22, which col-
lectively emit light having a luminous flux spectrum span-
ning substantially the full visible spectrum, i.e., about 420
nm to about 680 rm. These eight LED groups include royal
blue, blue, cyan, green, two shades of amber, red-orange,
and red. As will be described below, this fixture embodiment
can be controlled to project a beam of light having any of a
wide variety of selected colors, including white. Moreover,
the fixture can be controlled to produce light having a
luminous flux spectrum closely emulating that produced by
prior art lighting fixtures, both with and without various
color filters. This capability for precise color control, as well
as this capability of emulating the colors of prior art fixtures,
substantially improves on the performance achieved by
previous LED-type lighting fixtures.

Table I identifies one suitable complement of LEDs 22 for
the LED lighting fixture 20 incorporating eight different
color groups. The basic color of each of the eight groups is
specified in the first column, and the Lumileds bin number
for group is specified in the second column. The quantity of
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LEDs in each group is specified in the third column, and the
typical peak flux wavelength for each group is specified in
the fourth column. Finally, the typical upper and lower limits
of the spectral half-width for the LEDs in each group, i.e.,
the range of wavelengths over which the flux intensity is at
least one-half of the peak flux intensity, is specified in the
fifth column.

TABLE I

FIXTURE NO. 1 (FULL SPECTRUM)

Spectral Half-

Lumileds  Quantity of  Peak A Width Range

LED Color Bin No. Devices (nm) (nm)

Royal Blue B2 4 450 440-460
Blue Bo 8 472 460-484
Cyan C3 18 501 486-516
Green G6 48 540 523-557
Amber A2 70 590 583-597
Amber A6 39 595 588-602
Red-Orange R2 24 627 617-637
Red RS 29 649 639-659

— 241 (Total) — —

It will be noted in Table I that the upper limit of the
spectral half-width of each of the eight groups of LEDs 22
generally matches the lower limit of the spectral half-width
of the adjacent group. Minimization of any gaps between
these upper and lower limits is desirable. This enables the
fixture 20 to be controlled to produce light having a com-
posite luminous flux spectrum having a precisely controlled
shape. It will be appreciated that a lighting fixture incorpo-
rating even more distinct groups of LEDs could provide
even greater control over the precise shape of the composite
luminous flux spectrum. In such a fixture, the groups of
LEDs could be configured such that the upper and lower
limits of each group’s spectral half-width are generally
aligned with the peak wavelengths of the two adjacent
groups.

As mentioned above, the full spectrum lighting fixture 20
characterized in Table I can be controlled to produce a
composite beam of light having a wide variety of luminous
flux spectra. This includes spectra considered to be white,
e.g., spectra emulating that of light produced by prior art
incandescent lamp fixtures having no color filter, and it also
includes spectra having a wide variety of complex colors,
e.g., colors emulating that of light produced by prior art
fixtures having color filters of conventional design.

It should be noted that the quantities of LEDs specified in
the third column of Table I are based on the anticipated
efficiencies of LEDs that will be available in the fourth
quarter of 2003. Those anticipated efficiencies differ from
the efficiencies of LEDs that are available in the first quarter
of 2002. A fixture incorporating LEDs of the kind that are
available in the first quarter of 2002 would produce only
about one-half the total flux of a fixture incorporating LEDs
of the kind anticipated to be available in the fourth quarter
of 2003. In addition, the relative quantities of the various
colors would need to be changed to the following: B2-6,
B5-12, C3-28, G6-95, A2-56, A6-24, R2-15, and R5-14.
This provides a total LED count of 250, as contrasted with
241 for the complement of LEDs that are anticipated to be
available in the fourth quarter of 2003. Of course, if the
actual efficiencies for the LEDs available in the fourth
quarter of 2003 differ from the anticipated values, appro-
priate adjustments of the LED quantities will need to be
made.

Table II, below, specifies the amount of power that is
applied to each of the eight groups of LEDs 22 specified in
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Table I to produce a composite beam of light emulating that
of an incandescent lamp fixture without a color filter and
with two different color filters of conventional design. The
third column, in particular, specifies that the maximum
power, i.c., 100%, is applied to all eight groups when the
fixture is desired to emulate an incandescent lamp fixture
operating at about 3250° K.

TABLE II
FIXTURE NO. 1 (FULL SPECTRUM
R80 (Primary R26 (Light

Lumileds White Blue) Red)
LED Color Bin No. (% On) (% On) (% On)
Royal Blue B2 100 72 0
Blue Bo 100 45 1
Cyan C3 100 33 0
Green G6 100 2 3
Amber A2 100 0 35
Amber A6 100 1 34
Red-Orange R2 100 1 51
Red RS 100 1 70
—_ —_ NMD* = NMD = NMD =

19.0% 13.3% 22.9%

*NMD is Normalized Mean Deviation.

FIG. 6 depicts the composite luminous flux spectrum of
light produced when full power is applied to all of the eight
groups of LEDs 22 in the lighting fixture 20 characterized in
Table I. It will be noted that this spectrum spans substantially
the entire visible spectrum. Also depicted in FIG. 6 is the
luminous flux spectrum of a beam of light projected by a
prior art lighting fixture, e.g., a Source Four® fixture, having
an incandescent lamp operating at about 3250° K and having
no color filter in the beam’s path.

It will be noted in FIG. 6 that the composite spectrum of
the LED lighting fixture 20 closely emulates that of the
incandescent lamp lighting fixture. This enables the beam of
light produced by the LED fixture to have an apparent color
of white. In addition, the quantifies of LEDs in each group
are selected such that the total flux produced by the fixture
is approximately equal to the total flux (in the visible
spectrum) produced by the incandescent lamp fixture. Inte-
grating the absolute value of the difference between the two
luminous flux spectra depicted in FIG. 6, across the entire
visible spectrum, yields a normalized mean deviation
(NMD) of just 19.0%. This integration can be performed
using the following formula:

f (570 — S V1dA

NMD =
Jsrda

where: A is wavelength,
Sy is the LED fixture spectrum, and
S is the target fixture spectrum

The luminous flux spectra for the individual LEDs 22
making up each of the eight LED groups are depicted in FIG.
7. It will be noted that these spectra overlap each other so
that they combine to span a major portion of the visible
spectrum. It also will be noted that the peak flux values for
some of the individual spectra (e.g., the colors of cyan and
green) are significantly higher than they are for other indi-
vidual spectra (e.g., the two shades of amber). This reflects
an inherent disparity in the efficiencies of LEDs that pres-
ently are available commercially. It also accounts for why
the LED lighting fixture 20 incorporates so many more
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LEDs in the two amber shades (109 combined) as compared
to the cyan color (18). Of course, if the efficiency disparity
between the various commercially available LEDs changes
in the future, appropriate changes can be made to the
quantities of each LED required for the fixture to provide the
desired spectrum.

The LED lighting fixture 20 of FIGS. 2—4 thereby pro-
vides a good emulation of an incandescent lamp lighting
fixture, operating at full power, and it thus provides good
color rendition. The fixture improves significantly over the
NMD achieved by the prior art RGB LED fixture, described
above with reference to FIG. 1.

It is important to note that the NMD of the LED lighting
fixture 20 is improved significantly not only by increasing
the number of distinct groups of LEDs 22, but also by
tailoring the specific quantity of LEDs in each such group.
In the case of the LED lighting fixture characterized in Table
I, it will be noted that the quantities of LEDs range from a
low of 4 for the royal blue color to a high of 70 for one of
the two shades of amber. A lighting fixture incorporating
equal quantities of LEDs provides a substantially higher
NMD.

As mentioned above, the LED lighting fixture 20 char-
acterized in Table I also can be controlled to produce light
having a variety of complex colors other than white. These
colors include, but are not limited to, colors having luminous
flux spectra closely emulating that of light produced by
conventional incandescent lamp fixtures equipped with vari-
ous conventional color filters. This is an important advan-
tage in making the fixture immediately acceptable in the
industry as a suitable replacement for existing incandescent
lamp fixtures.

Conventional incandescent lamp lighting fixtures produce
beams of colored light by filtering the lamp’s “white” light
using color filters. These filters have certain spectral trans-
mission characteristics such that desired wavelengths are
transmitted while the remaining wavelengths are absorbed.
The LED lighting fixture 20 can be controlled to produce a
beam of light having a color spectrum emulating that of a
beam of light produced by an incandescent lamp fixture
equipped with a particular color filter by appropriately
controlling the various groups of LEDs 22 to emit light
having the desired overall color spectrum. Thus, electrical
power is supplied to each of the eight LED groups such that
the group emits the amount of light of the corresponding
color that would be transmitted by the color filter in ques-
tion.

As is conventional, the controller 24 can effect this
proportionate power control by appropriately varying the
duty cycles of pulse-width modulated power it supplies to
the eight LED groups. Reducing the duty cycle for power
supplied to any one particular LED group correspondingly
reduces the magnitude of flux emitted by such group,
changing the composite flux spectrum accordingly.

In one example, the LED lighting fixture 20 is controlled
to project a light beam having a flux spectrum that emulates
that of an incandescent lamp lighting fixture incorporating a
primary blue filter having the standard commercial desig-
nation Rosco R80. Such filters can be obtained from Rosco
Laboratories Inc., of Hollywood, Calif. The spectrum of the
beam of light to be emulated is depicted in FIG. 8. The LED
fixture can be controlled to emulate this primary blue
spectrum by controlling the various colored LEDs in the
proportions identified in the fourth column of Table II,
above. Specifically, the group of 4 royal blue LEDs is
powered at 72% of full power, the group of 8 blue LEDs is
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powered at 45% of full power, etc. The resulting flux
spectrum is depicted in FIG. 8.

It will be noted in FIG. 8 that the composite spectrum of
the light produced by the LED lighting fixture 20 closely
emulates that of the incandescent lamp lighting fixture
incorporating an R80 filter. This enables the beam of light
produced by the LED fixture to have an apparent color that
closely matches that of the incandescent lamp fixture. Inte-
grating the absolute value of the difference between the two
luminous flux spectra depicted in FIG. 8, across the entire
visible spectrum, yields a normalized mean deviation
(NMD) of just 13.3%.

It will be noted that, in controllably powering the LED
lighting fixture 20 so as to emulate an incandescent lamp
lighting fixture incorporating a Rosco R80 blue filter, the
LED fixture can produce the same level of total flux as does
the incandescent lamp fixture even though substantially less
than full power is supplied to all of the eight groups of
LED:s. In fact, the most power that needs to be supplied to
any one group of LEDs is 72% of the maximum power,
which is applied to the royal blue LEDs. It therefore will be
appreciated that the LED fixture actually can produce a
beam of light having significantly more total flux than can
the incandescent lamp fixture, i.e., 1/0.72, or 1.39 times as
much flux.

Other colors produced by a conventional incandescent
lamp fixture can be emulated in a similar fashion. One
example is a light beam having a flux spectrum that emulates
that of an incandescent lamp fixture incorporating a light red
filter having the standard commercial designation Rosco
R26. The spectrum of the beam of red light to be emulated
is depicted in FIG. 9. The LED fixture 20 can be controlled
to emulate this light red spectrum by controlling the various
colored LEDs 22 in the proportions identified in the fifth
column of Table II, above. Specifically, the group of 29 red
LEDs are powered at 70% of full power, the group of 24
red-orange LEDs are powered at 51% of full power, etc. The
resulting luminous flux spectrum, likewise, is depicted in
FIG. 9. It exhibits a low NMD of just 22.9%. In addition, the
beam of light produced by the LED fixture can have a total
flux that is 1/0.70, or 1.43, higher than that produced by the
incandescent lamp fixture.

The lighting fixture 20 also, of course, can be controlled
to emit light having any of billions of distinct luminous flux
spectra, not just those emulating the spectra of other light
sources. This is achieved simply by independently control-
ling the duty cycles of power supplied to each of the groups
of light-emitting devices 22.

Blue/Green-Only LED Lighting Fixture

As mentioned above, a second embodiment of an LED
lighting fixture 20' (FIG. 5) in accordance with the invention
includes just four groups of LEDs 22', collectively emitting
light having a luminous flux spectrum spanning just a
portion of the visible spectrum, i.e., from about 420 nn to
about 580 nm. These four LED groups include royal blue,
blue, cyan, and green. This blue/green LED lighting fixture
can be controlled to project a beam of light having a variety
of complex blue and green colors, including but not limited
to colors having luminous flux spectra closely emulating that
of light produced by known prior art lighting fixtures
equipped with any of a large number of conventional blue-,
green-, and cyan-colored filters. As mentioned above, such
filters represent about one-third of all conventional color
filters.

Table III identifies one suitable complement of LEDs 22!
for the blue/green-only LED lighting fixture 20', which
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incorporates just four different groups of LED colors,
including royal blue, blue, cyan, and green. The basic color
of each of the four groups is specified in the first column, the
Lumileds bin number is specified in the second column, and
the quantity of LEDs in each group is specified in the third
column.

TABLE III
FIXTURE NO. 2 (BLUE/GREEN ONLY)

Lumileds Quantity of R80 Primary
LED Color Bin No. Devices Blue (% On)
Royal Blue B2 5 73
Blue B5 5 62
Cyan C3 15 40
Green G6 29 3
— 54 - Total NMD = 16.7%

Thus the blue/green-only LED lighting fixture 20' char-
acterized in Table III includes just 54 individual LEDs 22',
arranged in four distinct groups. Nevertheless, by powering
the four groups of LEDs at the power levels specified in the
fourth column of Table III, the blue/green-only fixture can
be controlled to emulate the an incandescent lamp fixture
incorporating a Rosco R80 primary blue filter. The resulting
luminous flux spectrum and the luminous flux of an incan-
descent lamp fixture incorporating an R80 filter are depicted
in FIG. 10. The two spectra conform to each other with a
NMD of just 16.7%.

Although the blue/green-only LED lighting fixture 20' is
limited in that it can be controlled to emit light incorporating
only blue and green wavelengths, it will be appreciated that
the fixture includes less than one quarter the quantity of
individual LEDs incorporated into the full-spectrum LED
fixture 20 (FIGS. 2-4) characterized in Table I.
Consequently, the blue/green-only fixture is substantially
less expensive to manufacture. Despite this difference in
LED quantities, the blue/green fixture can produce light
having nearly the same total flux as can the full-spectrum
fixture, when that latter fixture is being controlled to emit
blue or green light.

It should be noted that the quantities of LEDs specified in
the third column of Table III are based on the anticipated
efficiencies of LEDs that will be available in the fourth
quarter of 2003. A fixture incorporating LEDs of the kind
that are available in the first quarter of 2002 would produce
only about one-quarter the total flux of a fixture incorporat-
ing LEDs of the kind anticipated to be available in the fourth
quarter of 2003. The relative quantities of the various colors
would need to be changed to the following: B2—-4, B5-5,
C3-11, and G6-34. This provides a total LED count of 54,
the same as that for the complement of LEDs that are
anticipated to be available in the fourth quarter of 2003. Of
course, if the actual efficiencies for the LEDs available in the
fourth quarter of 2003 differ from the anticipated values,
appropriate adjustments of the LED quantities will need to
be made.

Preferably, the quantities of LEDs 22' in each of the four
identified LED groups are selected so that applying maxi-
mum power the all of the LEDs will produce a luminous flux
spectrum emulating that represented by a theoretical super-
position of a large number of conventional blue and green
filters. The Rosco R8O filter is just one of these conventional
filters. In this way, the fixture 20' can be controlled to
emulate any one of the filters simply by adjusting the duty
cycle of the pulse-width modulated power applied to each
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LED group. The superposition spectrum mentioned above is
depicted in FIG. 11.

Other LED Lighting Fixtures

Other embodiments of LED lighting fixtures in accor-
dance with the invention, likewise, can include groups of
LEDs spanning less than the full visible spectrum. For
example, one such embodiment could include just four
groups of LEDs, i.e., two shades of amber, red-orange, and
red. That embodiment would function as a red/amber-only
fixture, being controllable to emulate the luminous flux
spectrum of any one of a large number of conventional
amber and red filters.

Yet another embodiment of an LED lighting fixture in
accordance with the invention is configured to emulate any
selected color filter, of conventional design. Such fixture
includes groups of LEDs spanning the full spectrum, but in
quantities selected so that, at full power, the LEDs cooperate
to produce a beam of light having a luminous flux spectrum
corresponding to that of a superposition of all known
conventional color filters. The fixture can be controlled to
emulate any one of the filters simply by adjusting the duty
cycle of the pulse-width modulated power applied to each
LED group. White light having a luminous flux spectrum
emulating that of a incandescent lamp fixture also could be
produced (but with lower total flux than the full spectrum
fixture characterized in Table I, above), by a similar duty
cycle adjustment.

It should be appreciated from the foregoing description
that the present invention provides an improved lighting
apparatus of a kind that is suitable for use as part of a
lighting fixture and that can be controlled to produce a beam
of light having a wide variety of complex luminous flux
spectra, including, but not limited, to spectra that closely
emulate that of any one of a number of conventional light
sources, with or without a color filter. The lighting apparatus
includes a plurality of groups of light-emitting devices, e.g.,
LEDs, and each such group is configured to emit light
having a distinct luminous flux spectrum. A controller sup-
plies selected amounts of electrical power to two or more
groups of the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices,
such that the groups cooperate to project a composite beam
of light having a selected luminous flux spectrum. The
spectrum can be controlled to have a normalized mean
deviation across the visible spectrum relative to that of a
beam of light to be emulated, of less than about 30%. This
is a marked improvement over all known lighting fixtures of
the kind including multiple groups of distinct light sources.
The groups of light-emitting devices are configured to
include independently selected quantities of devices.
Further, the groups of light-emitting devices are configured
to each have a spectral half-width of less than about 40 nm,
and to have peak flux wavelengths that are spaced less than
about 50 mm from that of an adjacent group.

Although the invention has been described in detail with
reference only to the preferred embodiments, those skilled in
the art will appreciate that various modifications can be
made without departing from invention. Accordingly, the
invention is defined only by the following claims.

I claim:

1. A lighting apparatus for producing a beam of light
having a luminous flux spectrum emulating that of a beam
of light produced by a predetermined light source having an
incandescent lamp, such light source being free of a filter
that modifies the luminous flux spectrum of the light emitted
by the lamp, the apparatus being suitable for use as part of
a lighting fixture and comprising:
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a plurality of groups of light-emitting devices, each such
group configured to emit light having a distinct lumi-
nous flux spectrum; and

a controller configurable to supply selected amounts of
electrical power to the plurality of groups of light-
emitting devices, such that the groups cooperate to
produce a composite beam of light having a prescribed
luminous flux spectrum that has a normalized mean
deviation across the visible spectrum of less than about
30% relative to the luminous flux spectrum of a beam
of light produced by the predetermined light source to
be emulated.

2. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein the
quantities of devices included in each of the plurality of
groups of light-emitting devices are selected such that, if the
controller supplies maximum electrical power to all of the
groups, then the resulting composite beam of light will have
a luminous flux spectrum having a normalized mean devia-
tion across the visible spectrum of less than about 30%
relative to the luminous flux spectrum of a beam of light
produced by the predetermined light source to be emulated.

3. Alighting apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein the
quantities of devices included in each of the plurality of
groups of light-emitting devices are selected such that, if the
controller supplies maximum electrical power to all of the
groups, then the resulting composite beam of light will have
a luminous flux spectrum having a normalized mean devia-
tion across the visible spectrum of less than about 30%
relative to the luminous flux spectrum of a theoretical beam
of light produced by a predetermined light source having an
incandescent lamp, as modified by a theoretical superposi-
tion of the spectral transmissions of a plurality of color
filters.

4. Alighting apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein the
controller further is configurable to supply selected amounts
of electrical power to the plurality of groups of light-
emitting devices, such that the groups cooperate to produce
a composite beam of light having a prescribed luminous flux
spectrum that has a normalized mean deviation across the
visible spectrum of less than about 30% relative to the
luminous flux spectrum of a beam of light produced by a
predetermined light source that includes an incandescent
lamp and a filter that modifies the luminous flux spectrum of
the light emitted by such lamp.

5. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein at
least two of the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices
include different quantities of light-emitting devices.

6. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein the
plurality of groups of light-emitting devices include at least
five groups of light-emitting devices, each such group being
configured to emit light having a predetermined distinct
luminous flux spectrum.

7. Alighting apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein the
plurality of groups of light-emitting devices include at least
eight groups of light-emitting devices, each such group
being configured to emit light having a predetermined
distinct luminous flux spectrum.

8. Alighting apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein each
of the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices includes
a plurality of light-emitting diodes.

9. Alighting apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein the
plurality of groups of light-emitting devices together com-
prise an optical assembly that collects the emitted light and
projects the composite beam of light from the apparatus.

10. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein the
luminous flux spectrum of the composite beam of light has
a normalized mean deviation across the visible spectrum of
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less than about 25% relative to the luminous flux spectrum
of a beam of light produced by the predetermined light
source to be emulated.

11. Alighting apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein the
luminous flux spectrum of the composite beam of light has
a normalized mean deviation across the visible spectrum of
less than about 20% relative to the luminous flux spectrum
of a beam of light produced by the predetermined light
source to be emulated.

12. Alighting apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein the
luminous flux spectra of the beam of light produced by the
lighting apparatus and of the beam of light produced by the
predetermined light source to be emulated are within 5 db of
each other across the visible spectrum when the controller
supplies prescribed maximum amounts of electrical power
to all of the groups of light-emitting devices.

13. Alighting apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein the
predetermined distinct luminous flux spectrum of the light
emitted by each of the plurality of groups of light-emitting
devices has a spectral half-width of less than about 40
nanometers.

14. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein:

the distinct luminous flux spectrum of the light emitted by
each of the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices
has a predetermined peak flux wavelength and a pre-
determined spectral half-width;

the peak flux wavelength of each of the plurality of groups
of light-emitting devices is spaced less than about 50
nanometers from the peak flux wavelength of another
of the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices; and

the spectral half-width of each of the plurality of groups
of light-emitting devices is less than about 40 nanom-
eters.

15. A lighting apparatus for producing a beam of colored
light having a prescribed luminous flux spectrum, the appa-
ratus being suitable for use as part of a lighting fixture and
comprising:

a plurality of groups of light-emitting devices, each such
group configured to emit light having a distinct lumi-
nous flux spectrum; and

a controller configurable to supply selected amounts of
electrical power to the plurality of groups of light-
emitting devices, such that the groups cooperate to
produce a composite beam of light;

wherein the composite beam of light has a prescribed
luminous flux spectrum having substantial energy only
within a contiguous bandwidth of less than about 200
nanometers when the controller supplies prescribed
maximum amounts of electrical power to all of the
groups of light-emitting devices.

16. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 15, wherein:

each group of light-emitting devices is free of a filter that
substantially changes the luminous flux spectrum of its
emitted light; and

the controller is configurable to supply selected amounts
of electrical power to the plurality of groups of light-
emitting devices, such that the composite beam of light
has a prescribed luminous flux spectrum emulating that
of a predetermined light source having an incandescent
lamp, such light source further having an associated
filter that modifies the luminous flux spectrum of the
light emitted by the lamp.

17. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 16, wherein
the luminous flux spectrum of the composite beam of light
has a normalized mean deviation across the visible spectrum
of less than about 30% relative to the luminous flux spec-
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trum of a beam of light produced by the predetermined light
source to be emulated.

18. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 16, wherein
the quantities of devices included in each of the plurality of
groups of light-emitting devices are selected such that, if the
controller supplies maximum electrical power to all of the
groups, then the resulting composite beam of light will have
a luminous flux spectrum having a normalized mean devia-
tion across the visible spectrum of less tan about 30%
relative to the luminous flux spectrum of a theoretical beam
of light produced by the predetermined light source, as
modified by a theoretical superposition of the spectral trans-
missions of a plurality of color filters.

19. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 15, wherein
the composite beam of light produced by the plurality of
groups of light-emitting devices has a luminous flux spec-
trum having substantial energy only in wavelengths of less
than about 600 nanometers when the controller supplies
prescribed maximum amounts of electrical power to all of
the groups of light-emitting devices.

20. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 15, wherein
the composite beam of light produced by the plurality of
groups of light-emitting devices has a luminous flux spec-
trum having substantial energy only in wavelengths of more
than about 550 nanometers when the controller supplies
prescribed maximum amounts of electrical power to all of
the groups of light-emitting devices.

21. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 15, wherein
at least two of the plurality of groups of light-emitting
devices include different quantities of light-emitting devices.

22. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 15, wherein
the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices include at
least four groups of light-emitting devices, each such group
being configured to emit light having a predetermined
distinct luminous flux spectrum.

23. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 15, wherein
each of the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices
includes a plurality of light-emitting diodes.

24. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 15, wherein:

the distinct luminous flux spectrum of the light emitted by

each of the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices
has a predetermined peak flux wavelength and a pre-
determined spectral half-width;
the peak flux wavelength of each of the plurality of groups
of light-emitting devices is spaced less than about 50
nanometers from the peak flux wavelength of another
of the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices; and

the spectral half-width of each of the plurality of groups
of light-emitting devices is less than about 40 nanom-
eters.

25. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 15, wherein
the composite beam of light has a luminous flux spectrum
having substantial energy only within a contiguous band-
width of less than about 150 nanometers.

26. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 15, wherein
no portion of the contiguous flux spectrum of the composite
beam of light has a flux intensity more than 5 db lower than
flux intensities at wavelengths both above and below it.

27. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 15, wherein
no portion of the contiguous flux spectrum of the composite
beam of light has a flux intensity more than 2 db lower than
flux intensities at wavelengths both above and below it.

28. A lighting apparatus for producing a beam of light
having a prescribed luminous flux spectrum, the lighting
apparatus being suitable for use as part of a lighting fixture
and comprising:

a plurality of groups of light-emitting devices, each such

group configured to emit light having a distinct lumi-
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nous flux spectrum, and at least two of the plurality of
groups including substantially different quantities of
devices from each other; and

a controller configurable to supply selected amounts of

electrical power to the plurality of groups of light-
emitting devices, such that the groups cooperate to
produce a composite beam of light having a prescribed
luminous flux spectrum.

29. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 28, wherein:

each of the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices is

free of a filter that substantially changes the luminous
flux spectrum of its emitted light;
the prescribed luminous flux spectrum is made to emulate
that of a beam of light produced by a predetermined
light source having an incandescent lamp, such light
source being free of a filter that modifies the luminous
flux spectrum of the light emitted by the lamp; and

the controller is configurable to supply selected amounts
of electrical power to the plurality of groups of light-
emitting devices, such that the composite beam of light
has a prescribed luminous flux spectrum that has a
normalized mean deviation across the visible spectrum
of less than about 30% relative to the luminous flux
spectrum of a beam of light produced by the predeter-
mined light source to be emulated.

30. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 29, wherein
the quantities of devices included in each of the plurality of
groups of light-emitting devices are selected such that, if the
controller supplies maximum electrical power to all of the
groups, then the resulting composite beam of light will have
a luminous flux spectrum having a normalized mean devia-
tion across the visible spectrum of less than about 30%
relative to the luminous flux spectrum of a beam of light
produced by the predetermined light source to be emulated.

31. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 29, wherein
the luminous flux spectra of the beam of light produced by
the lighting apparatus and of the beam of light produced by
the light source to be emulated are within 5 db of each other
across the visible spectrum when the controller supplies
prescribed maximum amounts of electrical power to all of
the groups of light-emitting devices.

32. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 28, wherein:

each group of light-emitting devices is free of a filter that

substantially changes the luminous flux spectrum of its
emitted light;

the prescribed luminous flux spectrum is made to emulate

that of a beam of light produced by a predetermined
light source having an incandescent lamp, such light
source further having an associated filter that modifies
the luminous flux spectrum of the light emitted by the
lamp; and

the controller is configurable to supply selected amounts

of electrical power to at least two of the plurality of
groups of light-emitting devices, such that the compos-
ite beam of light has a prescribed luminous flux spec-
trum that has a normalized mean deviation across the
visible spectrum of less than about 30% relative to the
luminous flux spectrum of a beam of light produced by
the predetermined light source to be emulated.

33. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 28, wherein
the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices include at
least four groups of light-emitting devices, each such group
being configured to emit light having a predetermined
distinct luminous flux spectrum.

34. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 28, wherein
each of the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices
includes a plurality of light-emitting diodes.
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35. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 28, wherein:

the distinct luminous flux spectrum of the light emitted by
each of the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices
has a predetermined peak flux wavelength and a pre-
s determined spectral half-width;

the peak flux wavelength of each of the plurality of groups
of light-emitting devices is spaced less than about 50
nanometers from the peak flux wavelength of another
of the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices; and

the spectral half-width of each of the plurality of groups
of light-emitting devices is less than about 40 nanom-
eters.

36. A lighting apparatus for producing a beam of light
having a prescribed luminous flux spectrum, the lighting
apparatus being suitable for use as part of a lighting fixture
and comprising:

five or more groups of light-emitting devices, wherein

each such group is configured to emit light having a
distinct luminous flux spectrum; and

10

20
a controller configurable to supply selected amounts of
electrical power to the five or more groups of light-
emitting devices, such that the groups cooperate to
produce a composite beam of light having a prescribed
luminous flux spectrum.

37. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 36, wherein
the five or more groups of light-emitting devices include
eight or more groups of light-emitting devices, each such
group being configured to emit light having a predetermined
distinct luminous flux spectrum.

38. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 36, wherein
each of the five or more groups of light-emitting devices
includes a plurality of light-emitting diodes.

39. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 36, wherein:

the distinct luminous flux spectrum of the light emitted by
each of the five or more groups of light-emitting
devices has a predetermined peak flux wavelength and
a predetermined spectral half-width;

the peak flux wavelength of each of the five or more
groups of light-emitting devices is spaced less than
about 50 nanometers from the peak flux wavelength of
another of the plurality of groups of light-emitting
devices; and

the spectral half-width of each of the plurality of groups

of light-emitting devices is less than about 40 nanom-
eters.
40. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 36, wherein
the five or more groups of light-emitting devices cooperate
to emit light spanning substantially the entire visible spec-
trum.
41. A lighting apparatus for producing a beam of light
having a prescribed luminous flux spectrum, the lighting
apparatus being suitable for use as part of a lighting fixture
and comprising:
three or more groups of light-emitting devices, each such
group configured to emit light having a distinct lumi-
nous flux spectrum with a predetermined peak flux
wavelength and a predetermined spectral half-width;

wherein the peak flux wavelength of each of the three or
more groups of light-emitting devices is spaced less
than about 50 nanometers from the peak flux wave-
length of another of the groups of light-emitting
devices;

and wherein the spectral half-width of each of the three or

more groups of light-emitting devices is less than about
40 nanometers; and
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a controller configurable to supply selected amounts of the prescribed luminous flux spectrum is made to emulate
electrical power to the three or more groups of light- that of a beam of light produced by a predetermined
emitting devices, such that the groups cooperate to light source having an incandescent lamp, such light
produce a composite beam of light having a prescribed source being free of a filter that modifies the luminous
luminous flux spectrum. 5 flux spectrum of the light emitted by the lamp; and
42. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 41, wherein the controller is configurable to supply selected amounts
the three or more groups of light-emitting devices include of electrical power to the plurality of groups of light-
eight or more groups of light-emitting devices, each such emitting devices, such that the composite beam of light
group configured to emit light having a distinct luminous has a prescribed luminous flux spectrum that has a
flux spectrum with a predetermined peak flux wavelength 10 normalized mean deviation across the visible spectrum
and a predetermined spectral half-width. of less than about 30% relative to the luminous flux
43. A lighting apparatus as defined in claim 41, wherein: spectrum of a beam of light produced by the predeter-
each of the plurality of groups of light-emitting devices is mined light source to be emulated.

free of a filter that substantially changes the luminous
flux spectrum of its emitted light; I



