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ABSTRACT

A noise-reduced stage lighting system has a motor having an

output shaft driving a moving part of a stage lighting device,
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e.g. pan and tilt functions. An anti noise coupling is used to
attenuate the noise produced by the assembly. An interface
surface is formed with no metal connections between the
noisy motor and the relatively quieter downstream compo-

10 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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ANTI-NOISE SYSTEM FOR A MOVING
OBIJECT

This invention relates to anti-noise connections in a
motor-driven assembly, and more particularly to a combi-
nation of anti-noise elements which quiet the operation of
such an assembly.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

The entertainment industry requires that lights and light
modifying elements such as color changers be moved.
Motors and other moving elements, however, are inherent
sources of noise. The inventors of the present invention
realized that silent operation is highly desirable so that an
audience walching a theater production will not be dis-
turbed.

However, there is a trade-off between the speed of move-
ment of various elements and the amount of noise that they
produce. Belts and pulleys can be just as noisy as gears,
depending on the speed and quality. Belts and pulleys are
very noisy when running fast. The first stage of a reduction
train runs at speeds which are typically above 1500 rpm.
This high speed operation invariably produces noise. At
speeds below 1500 rpm, belt and pulley systems become
much quieter. This is especially true when noise-reducing
mechanisms, such as special tooth-cutting methods, are
used. The belt and pulley uses a rubber bell (o transmit the
force from the driving pulley to the driven pulley. The belt
and pulley inherently has low noise transmission and noise
vibration. The damping effect of the belt in essence mini-
mizes the transmission of noise and vibration.

Gears, on the other hand, transmit noise directly from the
driving gear to the driven gear due to direct contact between
the teeth.

The inventor recognized that belts do a very good job of
preventing noise transmission so long as they are going
slow. The inventor realized, therefore, that a belt in the final
stage of the reduction train would help quiet the system. The
high speed portion will inherently have noise therein. Since
both gears and pulleys will cause noise, the inventors
recognized that the quietest solution for the high speed
portion is to use small plastic gears with small teeth. This
portion will inherently have noise therein.

It is an object of the present invention to isolate this noise
and prevent it from travelling through the rest of the system.
The inventors recognized that this could be accomplished by
allowing any necessary noise to occur at one spot in the unit.
‘I'hat one spot, and hence the noise, is isolated from other
places in the unit. Every location which is isolated from the
initial noise is formed of low-noise components, such as
low-speed belts. Accordingly, the structure of the present
invention includes a first movement element which is noisy,
a sccond movement clement which is quict, and a noisc
isolating structure between said first and second movement
elements.

The inventors of the present invention noticed that such
noise, although often masked by the sounds of the theater
production, can prove very bothersome to the user. In order
to obviate this problem, the inventors determined that a
certain combination of elements minimizes the noise from
such systems.

According to the present invention, a connection between
an output shaft of a motor and a pulley is formed using an
anti-noise element combination. The pulley is then con-
nected via a belt to a driven shaft. One element of the
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anti-noise element combination includes a flexible coupling
system which has inner surfaces which are substantially the
same shape as the outer surface of the driving shafts.
Typically these driving shafts are cylindrical. The flexible
coupling has elements allowing tightening of these surfaces
around the driving shaft. When a specific end of the coupling
is tightencd, it contracts in size around the shaft, thus tightly
gripping the shaft.

Many different kinds of couplings are used. The most
preferably used one includes a plurality of circumferential
cuts through the middle portion. These cuts, and the material
of the coupling, contribute to the ability of the flex coupling
to flex in directions which are perpendicular to the axial
direction. This has the advantage of minimizing the amount
of direct physical noise across the coupling.

Another aspect of the invention relates to the way in
which the drive system, the motor, and shaft are mounted to
the mounting plate. According to the present invention,
rubber grommets are used to minimize driving motor and the
plates supporting the pulley system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other aspects of the invention will now be
described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of a motor using
the anti-noise elements of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of an assembled anti-
noise assembly according to a first embodiment of this
invention.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of an assembled anti-
noise assembly according to a second embodiment of this
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

FIG. 1 illustrates a preferred embodiment of a motor
assembly for use with the anti-noise elements of this inven-
tion. FIG. 1 shows DC motor 10 having a power input 12 and
a serial control input 14. Control input 14 is designed to
attach to a mating plug from a control panel, computer, or
similar controlling unit. The motor is controlled by applying
power through line 12, and the resulting motion is monitored
via encoder output 14.

The rotational output of motor 10 has a high spccd output,
since this is the initial stage of the motor. As described
above, the gears are preferably high quality plastic small
gears which use well-known techniques to minimize the
amount of noise they produce. Since, however, these gears
run at high speed, they must inherently produce noise.

Gear box 16 reduces the speed of rotation as desired so
that output shaft 18 produces the speed-reduced rotation.

Mounting plate 20 is attached directly to a surface 19 of
the gear box 16.

The motor assembly is to be attached to another object,
here frame 28. The motor assembly, however, is noisy, and
the pulley in the frame 28 is not noisy.

Rubber grommets 31 are provided in holes 30 in attach-
ment bracket 28 to prevent any metal to metal transmission
between the attachment plate 20 and the bracket 28. FIG. 2
shows the arrangement of these grommets in detail. The
grommet 31 fills a hole 30. Screw 26 goes through the hole
within the grommet 31. The screw 26 is held in place by nut
32. This hence holds the motor assembly to the frame 28,
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and effectively prevents metal-to-metal contact between the
plates 20 and 28.

Attachment bracket 28 preferably includes extending legs
34 including holes allowing attachment to another object.
tabs 36. Each tab 36 includes a mounting aperture 38 formed
therein. Only the low noise side of the motor assembly is
connected to the support 28. The high speed motor is left
“hanging”; held by the screws and grommets. The high
speed motor can hence be wiggled and moved relative to the
[rame on which it is mounted. This further [acilitates iso-
lating the noise produced by this high speed motor.

Stand-offs 40 arc attached to a top surfacc of attachment
bracket 28. Each stand-off top surface includes threaded
aperture 42 to receive a bolt which holds the pulley 48 in
place.

Lower bearing 44, tlexible coupling 46 and pulley 48 all
cooperate to transmit power from output shaft 18 to a belt
and thereby to a shaft to be driven by the assembly. This
shaft can be used to drive a color changer, pan and/or tilt
functions in a moving light, or any in other device where
minimization of noisc is important.

Lower bearing 44 is held within a receiving opening 56 in
attachment bracket 28. Lower bearing 44 includes inner
surfaces defining an area within which pulley 48 is rotated.
These inner surfaces are appropriately shaped to facilitate
rotational movement of the pulley 48.

Pulley 48 typically includes a bell wound therearound to
provide power to a driven element. Since this pulley is
downstream of the speed reduction carried out by the gear
mechanism in gear box 16, however, the pulley operation
can be relatively quiet.

According to the present invention, a noise-isolating
element 46 couples between the shaft 18 from the gear box
and the shaft 104 from the pulley. This noise-isolating
element, according to the present invention, needs to be an
element which provides some measure of sound isolation
between the two elements. The preferred mode uses the
flexible coupling described above. This is an element often
used for coupling mismatched shafts. Other similar
elements, however, can alternately be used. This includes
other kinds of flexible coupling elements, or any means
which connects rotating elements while attenuating the
sound therefrom. For example, this could be embodied by a
bellows, a coiled spring or other elements. The flexible
coupling clements described hercin are advantagcous in
their constant velocity and high strength.

One example of a suitable flexible coupling is described
in U.S. Pat. No. 3,068,668, the contents of which are hereby
incorporated by reference.

The flexible coupling includes a plurality of circumfer-
ential cuts which allow the flexing of the coupling. These
circumferential cuts 66 allow the top portion of flexible
coupling 46 to flex relative to bottom portion so that the
solid top portion and the solid bottom portion need not be
parallel to each other. This operation compensates any
mismatches due to irregularities or eccentricities of output
shaft 18 and drive shaft 104.

Circumferential cuts 66 may be either helically formed in
the flexible coupling 46 or may be individual circumferential
rings. There must be some locations where the cuts do not
extend through the entire diameter, to prevent one portion of
the coupling from separating from the other. In either case,
circumferential cuts 66 may be formed when the flexible
coupling 46 is initially injection molded, or may be formed
afterwards by appropriate and well-known machining meth-
ods.
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Flexible coupling 46 may be formed of metal, or of a
flexible material such as rubber or other appropriate
resilient, bendable material. Alternatively, flexible coupling
may be formed of spring steel or other metal molded within
rubber. Flexible coupling 46 is preferably integrally molded
with top and bottom solid portions 62 and 64, but these solid
portions may be individually manufacturcd and later
attached to the intermediate flexible portion containing the
circumferential cuts 66. Flexible coupling 46 is preferably
pressure molded, but may be formed according to other
appropriate manufacturing techniques, well known in the
art.

FIGS. 2 and 3 show more clearly the construction of this
invention when assembled. FIG. 2 shows a first embodiment
in which the shaft and flexible coupling are held within the
hollow pulley 48. The second embodiment of FIG. 3 has a
solid pulley 48, and the coupling is hence outside the
boundaries of the shaft.

Output shaft 18 is connected to the bottom surface of
flexible coupling 46 which also holds output shaft 104.
Output shaft 104 holds pullecy 48 which is supported in
bearing 44. In this manner, rotation of the output shaft of the
high speed motor 10 is transmitted via flexible coupling to
shaft 50 and thus to pulley 48. A belt disposed around pulley
48 thereby transmits power from the motor to a shaft to be
driven.

Pulley 48 is held in place by a retaining assembly com-
prising standoffs 40 and top plate 41.

In operation, the motor 10 is powered by power source 12
and monitored via encoder output 14. Upon input of power
through input 12, the motor rotates, thereby rotating the
output shaft 18 according to the appropriate ratio of gear box
16.

Rotational motion of the output shaft 18 causes rotation of
the flexible coupling 46 which transfers the rotational
motion to the shaft 104 and thereby to pulley 48.

While this flexible coupling 46 has been described as
joining a motor shaft with a pulley shaft, it should be clear
that this flexible coupling system may also be used to couple
a shaft and a pulley shaft at a distance remote from a motor.

Although this invention has been fully described by way
of example with reference to the accompanying drawings, it
is to be understood that various changes and modifications
will be apparent to those skilled in the art.

For example, the flexible coupling could be replaced as
described above. The invention is not limited to the gears
and belt drives that are mentioned herein; instead any kind
of drive system could be used. The actual mounting tech-
niques could also be replaced by any other standard tech-
nique. Other modifications are contemplated.

What is claimed is:

1. A noise reducing drive system which drives a driven
element of a stage lighting assembly, comprising:

a stage lighting device, having a driven element to be
moved and which when moved, changes a lighting
effect produced by said stage lighting device, said stage
lighting device including an input shaft;

a motor assembly having an output shaft, said motor
assembly producing noise during operation;

a flexible, vibration damping coupling element, having
surfaces which are attached to said output shaft and
surfaces which are attached to said input shaft, said
coupling element being tlexible in a way that allows
compensating for mismatches in axial alignment
between said output shaft and said input shaft; and
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a frame, supporting said motor assembly, said frame
connected such that vibrations from one of said motor
or frame are attenuated relative to the other of said
motor or frame, said frame including surfaces which
vibrationally isolate said motor from said frame to
attenuate noise from being transferred from the motor
through the frame,

said driven clement including a rotational output surfacc,
attached to said coupling element, such that upon
rotation of said motor, said coupling element is caused
to rotate which thereby causes rotation of said rota-
tional output surfacc and said driven clement, said
coupling element noise-isolating said rotational output
surface from said output shaft of said motor in addition
to said compensation of mismatches of axial alignment,
thereby substantially inhibiting noisc cncrgy from
being transmitted from said motor to said rotational
output surface.

2. The noise reducing drive system of claim 1, wherein
said rotational output surfacc is a pulley which is attached by
a belt to said driven element.

3. Asystem as in claim 1, wherein said anti noise coupling
element comprises a cylindrical device with an isolation cut
disposed about a middle portion and an annular recess
formed in each end, said output shaft of said motor being
disposed in one of said annular recesses, an other of said
annular recesses formed to receive an output shaft.

4. A noise reducing drive system, comprising:

a motor assembly having an engagement surface against

which a mounted object abuts,

said motor assembly including an output shaft having an
axis of rotation and extending from said engagement
surface, said output shaft being capable of transmitting
rotational motion from said motor assembly such that
rotational energy from said motor assembly can be
transmitted to an area spaced from said motor, said
motor assembly rotating at a first rate;

a [rame having a [(irst surface and a second surlace, said
first surface substantially facing said engagement sur-
face of said motor, said second surface of said frame
being attached to said motor and having a rotation
aperture having a diameter, said rotation aperture being
formed substantially concentrically with said axis of
rotation of said output shaft when said frame is attached
to said motor, said frame including metal to metal
contact preventing elements, which prevent metal to
mctal contact between said motor and said sccond
surface of said frame, such that vibrations from said
motor are not passed to said frame;

a bearing supported within said rotation aperture;

a pulley engagable with a drive belt and rotatably sup-
ported on said frame relative to said bearing, said
pulley delining an area within which the drive belt will
be movably retained such that upon rotation of said
pulley, said drive belt will be caused to move in a
circumferential direction, said pulley including a shaft
via which said pulley is driven; and

a flexible, vibration damping coupling element having
drive shaft receiving surfaces and output shaft receiv-
ing surfaces, coupled between said motor and said shaft
of said pulley, said coupling element having a property
o inhibit the transmission ol noise between said drive
shaft receiving surfaces and said output shaft receiving
surfaces and cause the combination to operate quietly,
said flexible, vibration damping coupling ¢lement also
compensating for mismatches in alignment between
said output shaft of said motor assembly and said
motor.
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5. A noise reducing drive system in a stage lighting
device, comprising:
a motor having an output shaft, said motor having an
engagement surface;

a frame, attached to said engagement surface, formed with
no metal-to-metal contact between said frame and said
engagement surface;

an output drive shaft;

a flexible, vibration damping coupling element, coupled
to said output shaft of said motor and said output drive
shaft, for maintaining axial alignment between said
drive shaft and said output drive shaft of said motor and
which connects said output drive of said motor and said
drive shaft, said coupling element being a flexible
element adapted to inhibit transmission of vibration
between said drive shaft of said motor and said output
drive shaft, said flexible, vibration damping coupling
element also compensating for mismatches in align-
ment between said drive shaft of said motor, and said
output drive shaft.

6. The system as in claim 5 wherein said [rame is [ormed

with rubber grommets on said frame.

7. The system as in claim 5 wherein said frame includes
a-first attachment surface, attached to said engagement sur-
face by a first element which prevents metal-to-metal con-
tact therebetween, and a frame assembly, attached to the
engagement surface, and holding an element which main-
tains said axial alignment.

8. A method of reducing noise in a stage light which
includes a color changer that is rotated to change the color
that is projected by the stage light, comprising:

providing a motor in said stage light which is attached to
rotate the color changer device that is in said stage light
and thereby change a projected color;

attaching a frame to said motor via grommets which
prevent metal to metal contact;

maintaining a coaxial alignment between a shaft of said
motor and an output shaft for driving the color changer;
and

coupling said shaft of said motor and said output shaft
with a flexible, vibration damping coupling device
adapted to inhibit transmission of vibrational energy
between shafts to thereby reduce transmission of noise
from the motor to the color changer, said flexible,
vibration damping coupling clement also compcensating
for mismatches in alignment between the output shaft
of said motor, and said output shaft for driving said
color changer.

9. A noise reducing drive system, comprising;:

a motor having an output shaft;
a pulley having a drive shaft;

an anti-noise coupling element, coupled between said
drive shaft and said output shaft; and

a frame, supporting said motor and said pulley, said frame
having at least two apertures for holding the drive shaft
and the output shaft in concentric aligned relationship
once coupled by the anti-noise coupling element.

10. A method of minimizing noise in a motorized lighting

assembly, comprising:
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operating a motor at a high speed to produce noise and to ment between said output shaft and said second low
produce output power at a lower speed on a output speed element; and
shaft; operating said low speed clement to drive a driven cle-
coupling said output shaft to a second, low speed element, ment of the stage lighting device in a way to minimize
while isolating noise from said motor from said output 3 the noise it produces.

shaft, using a flexible, vibration damping coupling
element also compensating for mismatches in align- ® %k ok



