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COLOR SHUTTER LIQUID CRYSTAL
DISPLAY SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Many existing liquid crystal display systems are used for
the projection of color images. These display systems have
utilized three liquid crystal displays which are positioned to
combine the three images, each having a distinct primary
color, into a single colored image using a dichroic prism or
cube such that the image is projected with a lens for viewing.
This system is relatively expensive requiring the use of three
display panels and a dichroic cube that is costly to manu-
facture within the tolerances required for a bright high
resolution display.

Although this type of system increases the resolution and
optical efficiency relative to the use of single displays using
color filter systems, the optics and alignment mechanism
necessary to separate the colors and combine the generated
images from the three light valves has required large spatial
volumes, including the light source and projection lens and
the larger optical path. These systems are also relatively
heavy and are thus not well suited for compact portable
systems.

A continuing need exists, however, for smaller, more
portable display systems which have high resolution and full
color capabilities, and at the same time are readily and
inexpensively manufactured.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the use of two liquid
crystal displays and one or two color shutters to form and
display high resolution images on a viewing surface. A
preferred embodiment of the system employs a pair of
displays in an optical system to separate light from a lamp
along two optical paths, each path directed through one
display and one shutter. The images generated along each
path are then combined to form a color image that can be
directed through a projection lens onto a viewing surface.

A dichroic or color polarizer mirror is used to separate
light from the source into two components with a first
component having a first color, for example blue, that is
directed along the first optical path and the second compo-
nent having a plurality of colors, red and green in this
example, being directed along the second optical path. A
color shutter issued along the path containing two primary
colors to control color transmission the display. Two shutters
can be used, one along each path, where more than one
primary color is used along each path. In one embodiment,
the red and a portion of the green spectrum can be trans-
mitted along one path and the blue with a second portion of
the green can be transmitted along the second path. This
structure permits timing of the two shutters so that one of the
green components is always transmitted on one path with
either red or blue on the remaining path.

The two light valves are mounted to a dichroic prism
which combines the two generated images into a single color
image. The advantages of this approach include the increase
of the image resolution afforded by the use of two light
valves relative to the use of a single light valve having three
separate colors. Instead of three pixels being used to gen-
erate a single image pixel in the single light valve system, a
combination of pixels from two light valves are used to
generate an image pixel. The light valves can be passive or
active matrix type displays using nematic or chiral smectic
liquid crystal material. At least one of the displays can also
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be a field emission display, an electroluminescent display, a
reflective flat panel display, or a CRT.

Another preferred embodiment utilizes two liquid crystal
displays and a color shutter that are aligned along a common
optical axis to provide an efficient, high resolution color
display system. The color shutter system switches between
two subtractive complementary colors such as cyan and
magenta or yellow and magenta or cyan and yellow. The
color shutter can switch between cyan and magenta, for
example, such that the first liquid crystal display modulates
either green or red. The second liquid crystal display in this
example modulates blue only. A retarder is used in the
system to generate circularly polarized blue light from
linearly polarized light leaving the red and green light
preferably unaltered. Microlens arrays can be used before
and after each liquid crystal display to further improve
optical efficiency.

Another preferred embodiment utilizes a three light valve
system using retarders and microlens arrays to provide an
in-line color display system.

As one display can be used to control one primary color
such as green or blue, there is reduced flicker. The luminance
signal (primarily in green) for that primary color is trans-
mitted in each frame. Note that brightness can be increased
if green is the primary color transmitted in each frame. The
display transmitting one primary color of high luminance
lowers the display speed tolerance of the remaining display
to 120 Hz or less, as the resulting slower chromatic changes
will not produce perceptible artifacts. The displays can
consequently be operated at a speed in the range of 60-80
Hz. Higher operating speeds above 120 Hz can also be used
to further reduce artifacts including perception artifacts
commonly associated with color sequential operation.

This system has a number of applications including use
with color projection systems, overhead projection systems,
head mounted systems and other direct view displays such
as hand held personnel data and communication displays
and laptop computers. The invention is particularly well
suited for display applications requiring high brightness,
high resolution and good color quality and yet must be
limited in physical size. The invention is useful for displays
having at least 640x480 color resolution or higher such as
800x600, 1024x768 or 1280x1024, although over lower or
higher resolution devices can also be used.

In another preferred embodiment, light from the source is
split such that one primary color is directed along one optical
path through a first liquid crystal display and the two
remaining primary colors are directed through a second
liquid crystal display which modulates the remaining two
primary colors by using a two color filter pattern. The two
images are then combined using a standard color combiner
or a polarizing beamsplitter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a two color shutter
display system in accordance with the invention.

FIG. 2Ais a detailed schematic diagram of a color shutter
display system aligned along a common axis with two liquid
crystal displays.

FIG. 2B is a schematic diagram of a co-linear display
system using three liquid crystal displays.

FIG. 2C is a preferred embodiment of a retarder used in
the display system of FIG. 2B.

FIG. 2D graphically illustrates transmission characteris-
tics of a preferred retarder system illustrated in FIG. 2B.
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FIG. 3 illustrates the use of a shutter system for an
overhead projector.

FIG. 4 illustrates a preferred embodiment for a color pixel
two display system.

FIG. 5A and 5B schematically illustrate another preferred
embodiment of the invention employing two light valve
displays.

FIG. 6 illustrates a direct view display in a portable
system using the flat panel display system of FIG. 2A.

FIG. 7 illustrates the use of a pair of the flat panel display
system of FIG. 2A in a head mounted display.

FIG. 8 schematically illustrates a rear projection computer
monitor or television in accordance with the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

As illustrated in FIG. 1, a preferred embodiment of the
invention is a projection system 10 having first and second
liquid crystal displays 22, 28, which are aligned with first
and/or second color shutters or switches 20, 26, respectively.

The system 10 includes a light source 12, a reflector 14 to
direct the light through a dichroic mirror 16 which splits the
light along two optical paths 42, 44. Light directed along
path 42 is first reflected by mirror 18 onto a first color shutter
20, through the liquid crystal display 22 and into the
combining prism 30. The light source can be a metal halide
lamp, tungsten halogen lamp or a xenon arc lamp.

Light directed along path 44 is reflected by mirror 24
through a second color shutter 26 and a second liquid crystal
display into combiner 30. The combiner 30 can include two
elements 32, 34 contacting each other at interface 36 which
combines the two images to form a single image that is
projected onto viewing surface 40 with projection lens 38.
Color shutters 20,26 are used to selectively control the
transmission of selected wavelengths of light onto the
respective liquid crystal displays 22,28. The shutters 20,22
use smectic and/or chiral smectic liquid crystal material as
described in more detail in U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,132,826, 5,231,
521 and 5,243,455 of Johnson et al., the entire contents of
these patents being incorporated herein by reference. The
shutters can also be Pi-Cell, homogeneous nematic or other
nematic configurations that serve to provide a polarization
switch. The shutters 20,26 can be used in combination to
sequentially transmit three primary colors, i.e, red, green and
blue, such that the two images produced by displays 22,28,
when combined by the combiner 30, provide a full color
image.

In a preferred embodiment, only one shutter need be used
which alternates between two primary colors. In this
embodiment, one display receives one of two primary colors
transmitted at a given time by the shutter, while the other
display controls transmission of only one primary color. In
one illustrative example of this embodiment, shutter 26 is
removed and dichroic mirror 16 directs blue light along path
44 through display 28, and red and green are directed along
path 42 to the single shutter 20 which switches between two
states to transmit red and green sequentially onto display 22.
Display 22 operates at a higher speed than display 28 to
generate red and green frames for each blue frame.

Another preferred embodiment is illustrated in connection
with FIG. 2A where all of the optical components are
positioned along a common axis 75. In this system 60, a
lamp 12 and reflector 14 direct light through a color shutter
system 62 that preferably comprises either two or three color
shutters. The transmitted light is directed through a first
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retarder 64 and a first liquid crystal display panel 66. The
resulting transmitted light is then directed through a second
retarder 68, a neutral polarizer 70, a second liquid crystal
display 72 and an output polarizer 74. The output polarizer
can be a pleochroic material or a cholesteric material. The
resulting color image can be projected by a lens 38 onto a
viewing surface 40. The optical components can form a
stack or laminated structure 65 that is less than 25 millime-
ters and preferably less than 10 millimeters. Each liquid
crystal display and the color shutter have thicknesses in the
range of 1-3 mm. The remaining components in the stack
are preferably between 0.5-2 mm.

IMustrated in FIG. 2B is a three light valve system 200
having a total thickness 232 of less than 2 cm and preferably
less than 5 mm. This system uses three liquid crystal
displays 206,216 and 226, along with retarders 212, 220,
microlens arrays 204, 208, 214, 218, 224, 228 and polarizers
202, 210, 222, 230 to provide a full color linear display
system. For example, in one embodiment polarizer 202
polarizes only green leaving red and blue unpolarized.
Linear polarizer 210 linearly polarizes all colors while
retarder 212 circularly polarizes blue. Retarder 220 returns
blue to a linear state after transmission through display 216.
Polarizer 222 analyzes only red while passing blue and
green unaltered. Polarizer 230 polarizes only blue.

The retarders 64,68 can be the passive compound retard-
ers as illustrated in FIG. 2C used for a three valve system.
In this particular example, a retarder circularly polarizes
blue light (i.c. a quaterwave in the blue), and is a fullwave
plate in the red. The retarders can be made of polycarbonate
or polyvinyl alcohol (PVA) films. The three retarders 80,82,
84 are aligned in a stack with the first and third elements
80,84 rotating by 14.1° with the same retardance and the
middle element 82 rotating by 84.7° with a higher retar-
dance. The transmissive characteristics of this retarder are
illustrated in FIG. 2D where the upper curve is the optical
transmission of the retarder between two parallel polarizers
and the lower curve illustrates the transmission of the
retarder between two crossed polarizers.

Another preferred embodiment of color shutter 62 is a two
color shutter switching between red and green without
polarizing blue. For example, color shutters using choles-
teric materials can be used such as those described in U.S.
Ser. No. 08/131,724 filed on Oct. 5, 1993 now U.S. Pat. No.
5,619,355 and entitled Liquid Crystal Handedness Switch
and Color Filter, by Kristina M. Johnson and Gary D. Sharp,
the contents of which is incorporated herein in its entirety.
The blue light is transmitted unaltered and unpolarized from
lamp 12 in this embodiment. Following shutter 62 is element
64 which is an achromatic one-quarter wave plate. Liquid
crystal display 66 modulates red or green without altering
the blue portion of the transmitted spectrum. In this embodi-
ment element 66 is followed immediately by a neutral
density polarizer 70. Element 70 can be a neutral density
linear polarizer or an achromatic quarterwave plate with a
cholesteric film or film or a circular polarizer with an
achromatic quarterwave plate or any equivalent thereof.
Element 70 is now followed by liquid crystal display 72,
which is followed by a output polarizer 74 which only
modulates blue light. Output polarizer 74 can be a pleoch-
roic dye polarizer which polarizes only blue light or a
cholesteric liquid crystal polarizer in combination with a
quarterwave plate. If the output polarizer is a neutral density
polarizer, a pair of retarders is placed before and after liquid
crystal display 72.

The purpose of the compound retarder system can thus be
characterized as the preconditioning of one region of the



5,822,021

5

spectrum being transmitted by the system to make that
region an eigenstate of a light valve within the system. The
compound retarder provides a system that can selectively
control the transmission of different regions or primary
colors at different light valves positioned sequentially in the
system.

For a two valve system, the retarder described above
shifts one-quarter wave in the blue and a full wave in the
green and red, in one particular example. This is an illus-
trative example of a passive retarder, however active or
variable retarders such as those described in U.S. Pat. No.
5,381,253 the contents of which is incorporated herein by
reference, can also be used.

The system illustrated in FIG. 2A including the compo-
nents 62, 64, 66, 68, 70, 72 and 74 can be mounted within
a housing for use with an overhead projector. Such a system
is llustrated in FIG. 3 where housing 108 provides a color
shutter imaging system that is used with an overhead pro-
jector 102. The lamp 104 within the projector directs light
along axis 110 through the panel 106 which normally
supports a transparency, a monochromatic display, or a color
filter display. The housing 108 instead provides a high
resolution color image that is directed through the lens
system 112, 114 of the projector.

The housing 108 supports a light modulating system such
as that described in FIG. 2A and encases modulation control
circuitry for controlling the light modulating system. The
housing 108 includes an support element for supporting the
light modulating element along its margins so that it can
modulate light transmitted from the overhead projection
light surface. The housing 108 improves storage, portability,
and functionality while still maintaining sufficient size when
being used to block excess light from the overhead projector
light surface.

Another preferred embodiment is illustrated in FIG. 4
using two liquid crystal displays 122, 128. In this
embodiment, light from source 12 is split into different
colors by dichroic mirror 16. Mirrors 18, 24 direct light
through the two displays 122,128, respectively. Combiner
30 combines the two images produced by the two displays
into a system color image and projected using lens 38. The
first display 122 as shown in FIG. 5A has pixel elements
formed using pairs of blue 120 and red transmitting 124
color filters, for example. Each pixel element from the first
display 122 is aligned with a pixel 126 from the second
display 128 as shown in FIG. 5B, which in this example,
transmits only green.

Another preferred embodiment of the invention is illus-
trated in connection with FIG. 6 in which a direct view
display 302 and a keyboard 304 provide a notebook
computer, or alternatively, a hand held personal digital
assistant 300. The display 302 is formed using the laminated
structure of FIG. 2A. The personal computer or hand held
display device 300 can include a modem 306 to provide
internet or web access, is battery powered, and can include
or be connected to a disk drive or CD Rom drive, digital
camera or scanner 308.

Smaller display systems having the structure of FIG. 2A,
having diagonal dimensions between 0.5 and 1.5 inches can
also be fabricated for a variety of applications including the
head mounted display system 400 of FIG. 7. The system 400
includes a frame or band 412 to secure the system relative
to the head of a user to align displays 402,404 relative to the
rights and left eyes 420,422 of the user. Each display 402,
404 directs a color image through a lens system 408,406 to
the user’s eyes. A housing 410 mounted to the frame or band
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412 contains the optical components and can include elec-
tronic display driver and audio components. Each display
402,404 includes a thin backlight as a light source such as
a fluorescent type, an electroluminescent display or other
emissive display.

Another preferred embodiment is illustrated in FIG. 8
where the two light valve systems 500 described herein are
used in a rear projection computer monitors and television
receivers. Mirrors 502,504 are used to direct images gener-
ated by the system 500 onto a rear view screen 506.
Equivalents

While this invention has been particularly shown and
described with reference to preferred embodiments thereof,
it will be understood by those skilled in the art that various
changes in form and details may be made therein without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as
defined by the appended claims.

We claim:

1. A liquid crystal display system comprising:

a light source;

a first liquid crystal display and a second liquid crystal
display, each display being positioned on an optical
path to receive light from the source; and

a color shutter system positioned along an optical path
between the source and the first liquid crystal display,
the color shutter system comprising a retarder or a
cholesteric film such that the color shutter system
controls transmission of a primary color through the
first display, the first display generating an image that
is combined with an image generated by the second
display to provide a color image.

2. The liquid crystal display system of claim 1 wherein the
color shutter system comprises first and second color shut-
ters.

3. The liquid crystal display system of claim 1 further
comprising an optical combiner.

4. The liquid crystal display system of claim 1 further
comprising a projection lens that projects the color image on
a viewing surface.

5. The liquid crystal display system of claim 3 wherein the
combiner comprises a dichroic prism.

6. The liquid crystal display system of claim 1 wherein the
color shutter system has a first state transmissive to a first
primary color and a second state transmissive to a second
primary color.

7. A liquid crystal display system comprising:

a light source;

a first liquid crystal display and a second liquid crystal
display, both displays being positioned on an optical
path to receive light from the source;

a color shutter system positioned along the optical path
between the source and the first liquid crystal display
such that the color shutter controls transmission of a
primary color through the display; and

a retarder between the color shutter and the first display,
the retarder altering a polarization state of the primary
color without altering a polarization state of a second
primary color.

8. The liquid crystal display system of claim 7 wherein the
first display, the second display, the color shutter and the
retarder comprise a laminated structure having a thickness of
less than 25 mm.

9. The liquid crystal display system of claim 8 further
comprising a second retarder between the first liquid crystal
display and the second liquid crystal display.

10. The liquid crystal display system of claim 7 further
comprising a lens to project images on a viewing surface.
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11. The liquid crystal display system of claim 7 further
comprising a frame that mounts the liquid crystal display
system to a user’s head.

12. The liquid crystal display system of claim 7 further
comprising a keyboard on a housing incorporating the liquid
crystal display system.

13. The liquid crystal display system of claim 8 wherein
the retarder adjusts a portion of a spectrum from the light
source to be an eigenstate of the display.

14. The liquid crystal display system of claim 8 wherein
the retarder is a compound retarder.

15. The liquid crystal display system of claim 8 wherein
the retarder comprises an achromatic quarterwave plate and
a cholesteric film.

16. A color shutter display system comprising:

a first display, a second display, and a third display, said
displays being positioned on an optical path;

a first retarder positioned between the first display and the
second display; and

a second retarder positioned between the second display
and the third display such that the display system
generates a color image.

17. The display system of claim 16 further comprising a
microlens array positioned between the first display and the
second display.

18. The display system of claim 16 further comprising a
lens that receives an image from the third display to project
an image on a viewing surface.

19. The display system of claim 16 further comprising a
plurality of polarizers.

20. The display system of claim 16 wherein the optical
path extends along a single axis.

21. The display system of claim 16 wherein the first
retarder alters the polarization state of a first primary color
and the second retarder alters the polarization state of the
first primary color.

22. The display system of claim 21 wherein the first
retarder circularly polarizes the first primary color and the
second retarder linearly polarizes the first primary color.
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23. The display system of claim 21 wherein the first
retarder is a compound retarder.

24. The display system of claim 16 wherein the system
comprises a head mounted display.

25. The display system of claim 16 wherein each display
comprises a liquid crystal display.

26. A method of displaying a color image comprising:

providing a first display, a second display, and a third
display, said displays being positioned on an optical
path;

providing a first retarder positioned between the first
display and the second display;

providing a second retarder positioned between the sec-
ond display and the third display;

directing light from a light source through the first dis-
play;

altering a polarization state of a first color of light with the
first retarder without altering a polarization state of a
second color;

directing the first color and the second color onto the
second display such that the first color is unaltered by
the second display; and

altering a polarization state of the first color with the

second retarder.

27. The method of claim 26 further comprising a micro-
lens array positioned between the first display and the
second display.

28. The method of claim 26 further comprising a lens that
receives an image from the third display to project an image
on a viewing surface.

29. The method of claim 26 further comprising a plurality
of polarizers.

30. The method of claim 26 wherein the optical path
extends along a single axis.
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