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1
DIMMING CONTROL CIRCUIT

This application is a continuation of application Ser.
No. 07/759,500, filed Sep. 13, 1991, now abandoned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to dimming control
circuits for lighting fixtures and, more particularly, to
dimming control circuits that include ac power sources
and semiconductor power switches.

Description of the Related Art

Dimming control circuits of this particular kind are
commonly used in many applications, including theater,
television, and architectural lighting applications. In
such applications, a number of banks of separate light-
ing fixtures are typically included, with the dimming
control circuit independently controlling the light in-
tensity provided by each fixture or group of fixtures.
Continuous control is generally provided, from full
intensity down to zero intensity.

An example of a conventional dimming control cir-
cuit of this particular kind is depicted in FIG. 1. It in-
cludes an ac power source 11, a dimmer rack 13, and a
plurality of lighting fixtures 15a-15d. The power source
delivers ac electrical current over a pair of lines 17 to
the dimmer rack, and the dimmer rack controllably
directs selected amounts of ac current to the various
lighting fixtures over separate pairs of wires 192-194.
The lighting fixtures can be connected to their associ-
ated pair of wires by conventional three-prong plugs
and sockets 21a-214. The third prongs of the associated
plugs and sockets are connected to ground via wires
22a0-22d.

The dimmer rack 13 includes separate switching cir-
cuits 23a-23d for controllably switching the electrical
current being supplied to the lighting fixtures 15a-15d,
respectively. Each switching circuit includes, in series,
a circuit breaker 25, an inductor or choke 27, and two
silicon-controlled rectifiers (SCRs) 292 and 295 ar-
ranged in parallel, opposed relationship. The SCRs are
controllably switched ON by an appropriate control
signal supplied on line 31a from a controller 33 that is
part of the dimmer rack. Each SCR is switched ON at
a selected time during each successive cycle of the ac
electrical power, to provide the desired degree of dim-
ming. The choke is provided in each switching circuit
to reduce audible and electrical noise that otherwise
could arise from a rapid change in electrical current
magnitude. As is conventional, the SCRs can be substi-
tuted by a single triac.

FIG. 2 shows several waveform diagrams useful in
understanding how each switching circuit 23a-23d con-
trols the intensity of light emitted by its associated light-
ing fixture 150-15d. This intensity control is achieved
by controlling the time at which the SCRs 292 and 29b
are switched ON during each cycle of the ac electrical
power. Two full cycles of the ac power signal are de-
picted in line (a), and the control signal coupled to the
control electrodes of the parallel, opposed SCRs is
depicted in line (b). This control signal includes a series
of pulses of uniform width, each pulse occurring during
a separate half cycle of the ac power signal. Each pulse
functions to switch ON whichever of the two SCRs is
forwardly biased at that time. Because the same control
signal is applied to both SCRs, and because the two
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SCRs are connected in parallel, opposed relationship,
they are switched ON in an alternating fashion and they
cooperate to supply a current like that depicted in line
(¢) of FIG. 2. The rms value of this pulsed current
controls the intensity of light that the associated light-
ing fixture will emit.

In another prior dimming control circuit, described in
U.S. Pat. No. 5,004,957, the control signal includes just
a single pulse for each cycle of the ac power signal.
Only one SCR of the pair is used in the 0% to 50%
brightness range, but both SCRs are used in the 50% to
100% brightness range. This provides reduced acoustic
and electrical noise, because of the control signal’s re-
duced operating frequency.

The conventional dimming control circuits of the
kind described above function generally satisfactorily in
providing a continuous control of the intensity of light
emitted by a series of lighting fixtures. Nevertheless, it
is believed that these conventional dimming control
circuits are unduly inefficient, requiring significantly
more electrical components and interconnecting power
lines than are necessary. It should, therefore, be appre-
ciated that there is a need for a more simplified dimming
control circuit, which can operate to control the light
output of a number of lighting fixtures, with a reduced
number of electrical components and interconnecting
power lines. The present invention fulfills this need.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention is embodied in a dimming control
circuit for a plurality of lighting fixtures, which oper-
ates efficiently in directing selected amounts of electri-
cal current from an ac power source to each lighting
fixture. The circuit includes a plurality of semiconduc-
tor power switches (e.g., silicon-controlled rectifiers, or
SCRs), each connected between the ac power source
and a separate lighting fixture, and each adapted to
couple electrical current to its associated fixture in only
one direction. Phase control signal generator means are
provided for generating a plurality of independent con-
trol signals, each for coupling to the control electrode
of a separate semiconductor power switch, to condition
that switch to couple a selected amount of electrical
current to the associated lighting fixture only during the
positive half cycles, or only during the r negative half
cycles, of the ac electrical power. In this fashion, the
number of semiconductor power switches is reduced to
just one per lighting fixture. In addition to including a
reduced number of electrical components, the dimming
control circuit of the invention couples power to the
lighting fixtures over fewer interconnecting power
lines.

In one embodiment of the invention, the hardware of
a conventional dimmer rack is used in an unmodified
form, but the software used in its controller is modified
to provide separately-controlled pulses for the positive
and negative half cycles of the ac power coupled to an
associated pair of lighting devices. Thus, positive cur-
rent pulses of selected duration are interleaved with
negative current pulses, of independently-selected dura-
tion, for coupling over a common pair of power lines to
an associated pair of lighting fixtures. At the location of
those lighting fixtures, two diodes arranged in reverse
directions couple either the positive current pulses or
the negative current pulses to the appropriate lighting
fixture.
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In an alternative embodiment, a separate semiconduc-
tor power switch is connected to couple electrical
power directly to each lighting fixture, without the
need for an additional diode. Like the first embodiment,
electrical current is supplied to the lighting fixture only
during cither the positive half cycles or the negative
half cycles of the ac power. In this case, the semicon-
ductor power switches are preferably located remotely,
at the sites of the lighting fixtures being controlled, and
the chokes can be located either centrally, in the dim-
mer rack itself, or remotely, at the sites of the lighting
fixtures.

Other features and advantages of the present inven-
tion should become apparent from the following #de-
scription of the preferred embodiments, taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, which illus-
trate, by way of example, the principles of the inven-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1 and 1A are simplified schematic block dia-
grams of a conventional dimming control circuit, for
providing independent dimming control for four sepa-
rate lighting fixtures.

FIG. 2 is a timing diagram showing the ac power
signal and an exemplary control pulse signal and the
resulting switched power signal for one lighting fixture
in the dimming control circuit of FIG. 1.

FIGS. 3, 3A and 3B are simplified schematic block
diagrams of a first embodiment of a dimming control
circuit in accordance with the invention, this embodi-
ment utilizing the hardware of a conventional dimming
control circuit like that of FIG. 1, but requiring only
one-half the number of switching circuits to control the
same number of lighting fixtures.

FIGS. 4 and 4A are simplified schematic block dia-
grams of a second embodiment of a dimming control
circuit in accordance with the invention, this embodi-
ment having its controller and semiconductor power
switches located remotely, at or near the sites of the
lighting fixtures being controlled.

FIG. 5 is a timing diagram showing various exem-
plary signal waveforms present in the dimming control
circuits of FIGS. 3 and 4.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

With reference now to the drawings, and particularly
to FIG. 3, there is shown a dimming control circuit for
supplying controlled amounts of ac electrical current to
a plurality of remote lighting fixtures, four of which are
identified by the reference numerals 35¢-35d. The dim-
ming control circuit includes an ac power source 37 and
a dimming rack 39 for independently controlling the
amount of electrical current coupled to each of these
lighting fixtures, thus controlling the intensity of light
emitted by these lighting fixtures. The hardware por-
tion of the dimmer rack is identical to that of the con-
ventional dimmer rack depicted in FIG. 1. However,
the software portion of the dimmer rack, which is im-
plemented by its controller 41, operates such that each
of the dimmer rack’s switching circuits is conditioned to
supply controlled amounts of electrical current, inde-
pendently, to two separate lighting fixtures, rather than
merely one. Two of these switching circuits are identi-
fied in FIG. 3 by the reference numerals 43a and 43b.

Power is delivered to the two switching circuits 43a
and 43b from the ac power source 37 via lines 45, in-
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cluding a supply line and a return line, and two sets of
power lines 472 and 47b, each including a supply line
and a return line, supply electrical power from the two
switching circuits to their associated pairs of remote
lighting fixtures 35a and b and 35c and d. The two sets
of power lines supply the power to a remote socket 49a
or 49b for each pair of lighting fixtures, and a special
adapter 51a or 515 plugs into each socket to separate the
supplied power into two separate power signals, one for
each lighting fixture. Thus, a substantial reduction in
hardware components and interconnecting wiring is
provided.

More particularly, each switching circuit 43a or 435
in the dimmer rack 39 includes a circuit breaker 83, an
inductor or choke 55, and first and second silicon-con-
trolled rectifiers (SCRs) 57 and 59 arranged in parallel,
opposed relationship. The controller 41, which is part
of the dimmer rack, provides a control pulse signal on
line 61a or 615 to the control terminals of the two SCRs,
to controllably switch the SCRs ON at selected times
during each half cycle of the ac power signal.

In the dimming control circuit of FIG. 3, the control-
ler 41 provides a separate control pulse signal for each
switching circuit 43z or 43b that independently controls
the two SCRs 57 and 59 in each switching circuit. Thus,
the successive pulses of the control pulse signal that are
associated with the positive half cycles of the ac power
signal have durations determined in accordance with
the desired light intensity for the first lighting fixture
354, while the pulses associated with the successive
negative half cycles have durations determined in ac-
cordance with the desired intensity of the second light-
ing fixture 354.

An exemplary control pulse signal is depicted in FIG.
5(b), where it will be noted that the pulses associated
with the positive half cycles are substantially narrower
than the pulses associated with the successive negative
half cycles. Consequently, the switched ac power signal
provided by the switching circuit 43a will be as shown
in FIG. 5(c). This pulsed power signal is transmitted
over lines 47a to the remote socket 49a. As previously
mentioned, an adapter 51a can be plugged into the
socket to separate out the alternating positive and nega-
tive pulses, for coupling to the respective lighting fix-
tures 35a and 35b.

As shown in FIG. 3B, the adapter 51a accomplishes
this separation in-a straightforward manner using first
and second diodes 63 and 65. The adapter itself includes
two sockets 67 and 69, to which the respective lighting
fixtures 352 and 355 can be releasably connected. One
of the two incoming power lines 47z is connected
through the first diode 63 to one terminal of the first
socket 67, while that same incoming power line is con-
nected through the second diode 65 to one terminal of
the second socket 69. The other of the incoming power
lines 47a is connected through the adapter directly to
second terminals of the two sockets 67 and 69, while a
ground line 71a likewise is connected through the
adapter directly to third terminals of the two sockets.

The first diode 63 of the adapter S1a transmits to the
first socket 67 only the positive pulses of the alternating
positive and negative power pulses of the pulsed power
signal on lines 47a (FIG. 5(c)), while the second diode
65 transmits to the second socket 69 only the negative
power pulses of that pulsed power signal. Thus, the first
diode transmits to the first socket a power signal like
that depicted in FIG. 5(d), while the second diode trans-
mits to the second socket a power signal like that de-
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picted in FIG. 5(e). It will be appreciated that the rms
power supplied to the first lighting fixture 35a is thus
controlled by the duration of the control pulses occur-
ring only during the positive half cycles of the ac power
signal supplied by the power source 37, while the rms
power supplied to the second fixture 355 is controlled
by the duration of the pulses occurring during the nega-
tive half cycles. Because these pulse durations are inde-
pendently controlled, the light intensities provided by
the two fixtures likewise are independently controlled.
In addition, because each lighting fixture receives elec-
trical current pulses having a frequency equal to the
fundamental frequency of the ac power signal, typically
60 Hz, rather than double that fundamental frequency,
audible noise and electrical noise are reduced.

It also will be appreciated that the dimming control
circuit of FIG. 3 provides a marked reduction in the
number of electrical components over the conventional
dimming control circuit of FIG. 1. In particular, each
switching circuit 43a or 43b is adapted to controllably
power two separate lighting fixtures, as contrasted with
one such switching circuit required in the past to power
each fixture. In addition, just a single pair of power lines
47q or 47b is required for each pair of lighting fixtures,
as contrasted with a separate pair of power lines re-
quired in the past for each lighting fixture. Because the
lighting fixtures frequently can be located at great dis-
tances from the dimmer rack 39, this reduction in wiring
can lead to significant cost savings. In the U.S., most
building codes require the use of a minimum wire size
having a current-carrying capability, or ampacity, sig-
nificantly greater than the needs of each lighting fixture.
Consequently, because the invention enables two fix-
tures to be independently serviced by the same pair of
power lines, the lines’ excess ampacity can be utilized
and a greater cost efficiency therefore can be achieved.
Further, because the hardware of the dimmer rack 39 is
identical to that of conventional dimming control cir-
cuits, the invention lends itself to a convenient retrofit
of circuits already in use.

Still another advantage of the dimming control cir-
cuit of FIG. 3 is that coupling current to the lighting
fixtures only on alternate half cycles of the ac power
reduces the rms voltages applied to the fixtures. This
can lead to a greater operating efficiency, because it is
known that reducing the applied rms voltage, while
correspondingly increasing the electrical current so as
to maintain the same wattage, will provide increased
emitted lumens. Moreover, this reduced rms voltage is
achieved without the need for a step-down transformer.

With reference now to FIG. 4, there is shown an
alternative embodiment of a dimming control circuit in
accordance with the invention. This embodiment in-
cludes an ac power source 73 and a circuit breaker panel
75 for supplying electrical power to a plurality of light-
ing fixtures, four of which are identified by the refer-
ence numerals 77a-77d. In this embodiment, SCRs for
providing pulsed electrical current are not located in a
central dimmer rack, but rather are located remotely, at
the sites of the lighting fixtures being controlled. This
eliminates the need for separate diodes, as in the FIG. 3
embodiment, to provide positive current pulses to one
lighting fixture and negative current pulses to another.

More particularly, the circuit breaker panel 75 of the
dimming control circuit includes a plurality of circuit
breakers, two of which are identified by the reference
numerals 79z and 79b. These circuit breakers provide
power to separate, remote switching circuits 81a or 815,
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which in turn provide controllably switched power to a
plurality, e.g., four, of lighting fixtures. The switching
circuits are controlled by a controller 83 that is located
remotely, in the general vicinity of the lighting fixtures
77a-77d. Ac power is delivered from the ac power
source 73 to the circuit breaker panel on lines 85, and
the circuit breaker panel in turn supplies power to the
two switching circuits 81 and 815 on pairs of lines 87a
and 875, respectively.

Each of the switching circuits 814 and 815 includes a
single inductor or choke 89 and two SCRs 91 and 93,
for controllably supplying pulsed electrical current to
two sockets 95 and 97, to which can be selectively
connected two separate lighting fixtures. In particular,
one line of the pair of power lines 87a or 87b is con-
nected through the first SCR 91 to one terminal of the
first socket 95, and through the second SCR 93 to one
terminal of the second socket 97. The second line of the
pair of power lines 872 or 87b is connected directly to
separate terminals of the two sockets 95 and 97, and a
ground line 99z likewise is connected directly to sepa-
rate terminals of the two sockets 95 and 97. The control
electrodes of the two SCRs 91 and 93 receive a control
pulse signal supplied on line 101a from the controller
83.

It will be appreciated that the dimming control cir-
cuit embodiment of FIG. 4 operates similarly to the
circuit embodiment of FIG. 3, except that the diodes 63
and 65 of the FIG. 3 embodiment are eliminated be-
cause the output terminals of the two SCRs 57 and §9
are no longer ganged together. Thus, for a control pulse
signal of the form depicted in FIG. 5(b), the first SCR
91 will transmit to the first socket 95 an electrical cur-
rent signal like that depicted in FIG. 5(d), and the sec-
ond SCR 93 will transmit to the second socket 97 a
current waveform like that depicted in FIG. 5(e).

The FIG. 4 embodiment is configured such that the
controller 83 can be located closer to the sites of the
switching circuits 81a-b and the lighting fixtures 77a-d.
This significantly reduces the need for using long runs
of control lines. In addition, the circuit breaker panel 75
can be a standard, off-the-shelf item. In this embodi-
ment, the chokes must be selected to emit reduced audi-
ble noise, because they are located at or near the sites of
the lighting fixtures, rather than in an isolated control
room.

In another alternative embodiment, similar to FIG. 4
but not shown in the drawings, the chokes are moved
from the switching circuits back to the circuit breaker
panel. This configuration is desirable in situations where
low-noise chokes are unavailable and where acoustic
noise at the sites of the lighting fixtures must be mini-
mized.

In a variation of all of the embodiments described
above, each choke and SCR can be substituted by a
series-connected diode and transistor. Suitable transis-
tors include bipolar transistors, field-effect transistors
(FETs), and insulated-gate bipolar transistors (IGBTs).
By operating the transistors in a linear mode, the equiv-
alent function of an inductor can be effected.

It should be appreciated from the foregoing descrip-
tion that the present invention provides an improved
dimming control circuit that can provide controlled
amounts of pulsed ac power to a plurality of lighting
fixtures, with substantially fewer electrical components
and interconnecting power lines. Several circuit em-
bodiments are disclosed, all of them including a single
semiconductor power switch, e.g., a silicon-controlled
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rectifier, for coupling controlled amounts of pulsed
electrical current in just a single direction, either posi-
tive or negative, to each lighting fixture.

Although the invention has been described in detail
with reference only to the presently preferred embodi-
ments, those of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate
that various modifications can be made without depart-
ing from the invention. Accordingly, the invention is
defined only by the following claims.

I claim:

1. A dimming control circuit for a plurality of light-
ing fixtures, comprising:

an ac power source for supplying ac electrical power
in an alternating series of positive and negative half
cycles;

a plurality of semiconductor power switches having a
plurality of control electrodes, wherein the plural-
ity of semiconductor power sources are connected
between the ac power source and a plurality of
lighting fixtures, and wherein the plurality of semi-
conductor power switches are arranged in one or
more switch pairs, each switch pair providing elec-
trical current for two associated lighting fixtures,
and each switch pair including
first and second switchable semiconductor devices

arranged in parallel, opposed relationship,

a first diode, connected between the first and sec-
ond switchable semiconductor devices and a first
of the two associated lighting fixtures and
adapted to couple electrical current only in a
positive direction through the first lighting fix-
ture, and

a second diode, connected between the first and
second switchable semiconductor devices and a
second of the two associated lighting fixtures
and adapted to couple electrical current only in a
negative direction through the second lighting
fixture;

phase control signal generator means for generating a
plurality of independent control pulse signals for
coupling to the control electrodes of the plurality
of power switches, to condition each switch to
couple a selected amount of electrical current in a
single direction, positive or negative, through an
associated lighting fixture, each lighting fixture
receiving electrical current only via switch; and

a central housing for housing the first and second
switchable semiconductor devices of each switch
pair of the plurality of semiconductor power
switches and for housing the phase control signal
generator means;

wherein the plurality of lighting fixtures are located
remote from the central housing; and

wherein the first and second diodes of each switch
pair of the plurality of semiconductor power
switchers are located remote from the central
housing, at or near their associated first and second
lighting fixtures.

2. A dimming control circuit as defined in claim 1,
wherein said switchable semiconductor device is a sili-
con-controlled rectifier.

3. A dimming control circuit as defined in claim 1,
and further including a circuit breaker and choke con-
nected in series with the ac power source and the semi-
conductor switch means.

4. A dimming control circuit as defined in claim 1,
wherein:
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the ac electrical power supplied by the ac power
source has a predetermined fundamental fre-
quency; and

the plurality of independent control signals generated
by the phase control signal generator means have a
fundamental frequency the same as the predeter-
mined fundamental frequency of the ac electrical
power.

5. A dimming control circuit for lighting fixtures,
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an ac power source for supplying ac electrical power
in an alternating series of positive and negative half
cycles;

a first switchable semiconductor device for conduct-
ing electrical current from the ac power source in
a positive direction to a first lighting fixture, the
first switchable semiconductor device having a
control electrode; ’

a second switchable semiconductor device for con-
ducting electrical current to the ac power source in
a negative direction from a second lighting fixture,
the second switchable semiconductor device hav-
ing a control electrode;

wherein the first and second switchable semiconduc-
tor devices are connected in parallel, opposed rela-
tionship with each other;

a first diode connected between the first switchable
semiconductor device and the first lighting fixture
and adapted to conduct electrical current in a posi-
tive direction to the first lighting fixture;

a second diode connected between the second
switchable semiconductor device and the second
lighting fixture and adapted to conduct electrical
current in a negative direction from the second
lighting fixture; and

phase control signal generator means for generating
independent first and second control signals for
connection to the control electrodes of the first and
second switchable semiconductor devices;

wherein the first control signal is selected to condi-
tion the first switchable semiconductor device to a
conductive state and thereby to couple electrical
current through the first lighting fixture, only dur-
ing the positive half cycles of the ac electrical
power, via the first switchable semiconductor de-
vice and the first diode;

and wherein the second control signal is selected to
condition the second switchable semiconductor
device to a conductive state, and thereby to couple
such that electrical current through the second
lighting fixture, only during the negative half cy-
cles of the ac electrical power, via the second
switchable semiconductor device and the second
diode.

6. A dimming control circuit as defined in claim §,

wherein:

the dimming control circuit further includes a central
housing for housing the first and second switchable
semiconductor devices and for housing the phase
control signal generator means;

the first and second lighting fixtures are located re-
mote from the central housing; and

the first and second diodes are located remote from
the central housing, at or near the respective first
and second lighting fixtures.

7. A dimming control circuit as defined in claim §,

wherein the first and second switchable semiconductor
devices are silicon-controlled rectifiers.
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8. A dimming control circuit as defined in claim 5,

and further including a choke and a circuit breaker
connected in series with the ac power source and the
semiconductor switch means.

9. A dimming control circuit as defined in claim §,
wherein:

the ac electrical power supplied by the ac power
source has predetermined fundamental frequency;
and '

the plurality of independent control signals generated
by the phase control signal generator means have a
fundamental frequency the same as the predeter-
mined fundamental frequency of the ac electrical
power.

10. A dimmable lighting system comprising:

an ac power source for supplying ac electrical power
in an alternating series of positive and negative half
cycles;

a first lighting fixture;

a second lighting fixture associated with the first
lighting fixture;

a first switchable semiconductor device, connected
between the ac power source and the first lighting
fixture, for coupling electrical current only in a
positive direction through the first lighting fixture,
wherein the first switchable semiconductor device
has a control electrode and is free of any parallel-
connected switchable semiconductor device
adapted to conduct current is negative direction,
opposite the positive direction;

a second switchable semiconductor device, con-
nected between the ac power source and the sec-
ond lighting fixture, for coupling electrical current
only in a negative direction through the second
lighting fixture, wherein the second switchable
semiconductor device has a control electrode and
is free of any parallel-connected switchable semi-
conductor device adapted to conduct current in a
positive direction, opposite the negative direction;

a housing for housing the first and second switchable
semiconductor devices;

a single, multiple-conductor power line for coupling
electrical current from the ac power source to the
housing for the first and second switchable semi-
conductor devices; and

phase control signal generator means for generating a
first control signal for coupling to the control elec-
trode of the first switchable semiconductor device,
to condition the first switchable semiconductor
device to couple a selected amount of electrical
current through the first lighting fixture, the first
lighting fixture receiving electrical current only via
the first switchable semiconductor device, the
phase control signal generator means further gen-
erating a second control signal, independent of the
first control signal, for coupling to the control
electrode of the second switchable semiconductor
device, to condition the second switchable semi-
conductor device to couple a selected amount of
electrical current in a negative direction through
the second lighting fixture, the second lighting
fixture receives electrical current only via the sec-
ond switchable semiconductor device.

11. A dimmable lighting system as defined in claim
10, wherein the first switchable semiconductor device is
a silicon-controlled rectifier.

12. A dimmable lighting system as defined in claim
10, and further including a circuit breaker and choke
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connected in series with the ac power source and the
first switchable semiconductor device.

13. A dimmable lighting system as defined in claim

10, wherein:

the ac electrical power supplied by the ac power
source has a predetermined fundamental fre-
quency; and

the plurality of independent control signals generated
by the phase control signal generator means have a
fundamental frequency the same as the predeter-
mined fundamental frequency of the ac electrical
power.

14. A dimming control circuit as defined in claim 1,

wherein:

the first.and second switchable semiconductor de-
vices of each switch pair each include a control
electrode;

the control electrodes of the first and second switch-
able semiconductor devices of each switch pair are
electrically connected to each other; and

the phase control signal generator means generates
first and second control pulse signals for the re-
spective first and second switchable semiconductor
devices of each switch pair and applies such first
and second control pulse signals to the control
electrodes of both the first and the second switch-
able semiconductor devices.

15. A dimming control circuit as defined in claim 5,

wherein:

the control electrodes of the first and second switch-
able semiconductor devices are electrically con-
nected to each other; and

the phase control signal generator means applies the
first and second control signals to the control elec-
trodes of both the first and the second switchable
semiconductor devices.

16. A dimmable lighting system as defined in claim 10

wherein:

the control electrodes of the first and second switch-
able semiconductor devices are electrically con-
nected to each other without any intervening com-
ponents; and

the phase control signa! generator means applies the
first and second control signals to the control elec-
trodes of both the first and the second switchable
semiconductor devices.

17. A dimming control circuit for a plurality of light-

ing fixtures, comprising:

switching circuit means connected to an ac power
source for controllably providing on a power line
current pulses of a first selected duration of the
positive half cycles of the ac power source and for
controllably providing on the same power line
current pulses of a second selected duration, inde-
pendent of the first selected duration, of the nega-
tive half cycles of the ac power source; and

first and second oppositely-poled diodes connected
between the power line of the switching circuit
means and the first and second lighting fixtures,
respectively, such that the power supplied to the
first and second lighting fixtures is independently
controlled.

18. A dimming control circuit as defined in claim 17,

65 wherein:

the switching circuit means includes first and second
silicon-controlled rectifiers connected in parallel,
opposed relationship; and
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the switching circuit means includes a controller for
generating independent first and second control
pulse signals for application to the first and second
silicon-controlled rectifiers.

19. A dimming control circuit as defined in claim 18,

wherein:

the first and second silicon-controlled rectifiers each
include a control electrode;

the control electrodes of the first and second silicon-
controlled rectifiers are electrically connected to
each other; and

the controller applies the first and second control
pulse signals to the control electrodes of both the
first and second silicon-controlled rectifiers.

20. A dimming control method for a plurality of light-

ing fixtures, comprising the steps of:

connecting a switching circuit to an ac power source
for controllably providing on a power line current
pulses of a first selected duration of the positive
half cycles of the ac power source and for control-
lably providing on the same power line current
pulses of a second selected duration, independent
of the first selected duration, of the negative half
cycles of the ac power source;

10

20

25

30

35

45

50

55

65

12
coupling the power line of the pulses of the positive
and negative half cycles of the switching circuit to
first and second, oppositely-poled diodes; and
connecting the first and second diodes to first and
second lighting fixtures, respectively, such that the
power supplied to the first and second lighting
fixtures is independently controlled.

21. A dimming control method as defined in claim 20,
wherein the step of connecting a switching circuit in-
cludes the steps of:

connecting first and second silicon-controlled rectifi-

ers in parallel, opposed relationship and
providing first and second control pulse signal for

independently switching the respective first and

second silicon-controlled rectifiers on and off.

22, A dimming control method as defined in claim 21,
wherein: -

the step of connecting first and second silicon-con-

trolled rectifiers in parallel, opposed relationship
includes a step of electrically connecting together
the control electrodes of such first and second
silicon-controlled rectifiers; and

the step of providing first and second control pulse

signals includes a step of applying the first and
second control pulse signals to the control elec-
trodes of both the first and the second silicon-con-

trolled rectifiers.
x® * » * *



