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1
COLOR WHEEL FOR LIGHTING DEVICES

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a rotatable color wheel for
use with lighting equipment designed to provide multi-
ple colors of light.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Lighting equipment for producing colors of light for
stage and concert lighting is known to the art, for exam-
ple, as described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,392,187 and
4,800,474, both of which disclose the use of color
wheels which comprise a rotatably mounted peripheral
array of glass filters positioned so that a light beam can
pass through filters of one or more color wheels. The
filters, (e.g. dichroic filters), are selected to have various
light transmission characteristics, i.e. different cutoff
wavelengths, so that a variety of colors can be pro-
duced from a light beam passed through one or more
filters positioned on peripherally overlapping color
wheels. The color wheel of U.S. Pat. No. 4,342,187
comprises a plurality of glass filters mounted in periph-
erally spaced apart apertures; the color wheel of U.S.
Pat. No. 4,800,474 includes a hub comprising two con-
centric metal plates of different diameters which are
joined together so that a step is provided for the proper
positioning of each of a plurality of laterally contiguous
glass filters of trapezoidal shape. Also disclosed in U.S.
Pat. No. 4,800,474 is the use of annular metal bands to
hold the filters in place. The above-described color
wheel arrangements of the prior art have been success-
ful, but in the case of the arrangement of U.S. Pat. No.
4,392,187, there is considerable blanking due to opaque
interfering spacing between filter apertures in the color
wheel and significant manufacturing expense. In the
arrangement of U.S. Pat. No. 4,800,474, the positioning
of glass filters on a metal step, the laterally contiguous
positioning of the glass filters, and the use of metal
bands leads to thermal and mechanical stress of the
filters and makes installation of the replacement of indi-
vidual glass filters tedious and expensive. Accordingly,
there is a need for a color wheel in which glass filters
can be readily, individually installed and replaced and in
which mechanical and thermal stress is reduced.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the present invention, a color
wheel is provided comprising a metal plate with planar
opposed surfaces in the shape of a regular polygon, i.e.
equal sides and equal central angles, preferably at least
ten sides so that spacing between the filters can be mini-
mized. A collar means is fixed to the plate surrounding
a central opening therein, and is adapted to engage a
shaft passing through the central opening for rotation of
the polygonal plate. A plurality of slotted metal bars of
relatively short length, i.e. about } to § of the length of
a side edge of the metal plate are provided; these bars
are flat bottomed and have open sides and an open top
and are respectively, centraily, seated on respective side
edges of the polygonal metal plate with the flat bottom
portions of the metal bars contacting the metal plate at
its respective side edges. The slots of the metal bars
have their top openings facing outward from the central
opening of the metal plate and are in alignment with the
metal plate. Each metal bar has an integral metal tab
extending in a direction away from its open top, toward
the central opening of the metal plate and in close
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contact with the metal plate at a selected planar surface
thereof. Means for mechanically engaging each metal
tab to the metal plate are provided so that each slotted
metal bar is firmly attached to the polygonal metal
plate. A plurality of equally sized, spaced apart, rectan-
gular glass plates with opposed planar surfaces are re-
spectively arranged in the slots of the metal bars, with
an edge thereof parallel to an adjacent side edge of the
polygonal metal plate; the glass plate is spaced from all
of the adjacent portions of the metal bar and is partially
surrounded at a region adjacent an edge portion by the
side walls and bottom of the slot within which it is
arranged. Adhesive means are provided to attach a
portion of each of the opposed planar surfaces of each
glass plate to the side walls of the slot of the metal bar
within which it is arranged. In a preferred embodiment
of the present invention, the glass plates are all of the
same size, and closely laterally adjacent, but not in
contact, and the metal bars are all of the same size and
shape. The color wheel of the invention is less subject to
thermal and mechanical stress between glass and metal
and the glass plates can be individually mounted in
respective metal bars and the metal bars can then be
separately mechanically fixed to the polygonal metal
plate. This enables simple assembly and replacement of
glass plates on the color wheel. The glass plates of the
color wheel are suitably well known, dichroic filters
formed from a sheet of thermally resistant or refractory
glass, such as pyrex glass or quartz, suitably layer
coated by techniques known to the art to separate two,
pre-selected, complementary colors out of white light,
one of which is reflected, and one transmitted. The glass
plates can also be in the form of conventional colored
glass of desired hue.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a somewhat schematic perspective view of
a lighting device utilizing rotatable color wheels with
glass plates, e.g. filters or colored glass, adapted to be
positioned to receive a beam of light and transmit a
portion of the spectrum thereof.

FIG. 1(A) is an enlarged fragmentary perspective
view of the overlapping color wheel portion of FIG. 1.

FIG. 2 is an elevation view of one planar side of a
color wheel in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 3 is an elevation view of the other planar side of
the color wheel of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a side elevation view of the color wheel of
FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 is a side elevation view of one of the plurality
of peripheral metal bars shown in the color wheel of
FIG. 2.

FIGS. 6 and 7 are, respectively, front and rear views
of the metal bar of FIG. § and

FIG. 8 shows the metal bar of FIG. 5 in adhesive
engagement with a glass plate in accordance with the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

With reference to FIG. 1, three color wheels in ac-
cordance with the present invention are shown at 10,
10’ and 10", each comprising regular, polygonal metal
plates 15, 15’ and 15" having respective peripheral ar-
rays of closely adjacent glass plates illustrated at 20, 20’
and 20”. The glass plates 20, 20" and 20" are arranged in
slotted metal bars 25, 25’ and 25", which engage glass
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plates 20, 20" and 20", as described in more detail herein
below. Each polygonal plate 15, 15, and 15" has a col-
lar 30, 30" and 30" affixed thereto for engagement to a
rotatable shaft 35, 35’ and 35" suitably driven by respec-
tive step-motors indicated schematically at 40, 40’ and
40”. A white light source is shown at 45 with a focusing
reflector 50 which projects light beam 55 through glass
plates 60, and 62-64 in accordance with known tech-
nique, to obtain a predetermined color transmission at
70. Transmission through three glass plates is not a
necessary function of a lighting device, and transmis-
sion through one or two glass plates can be utilized to
obtain a predetermined color transmission by appropri-
ate positioning of blank positions 75, 75’ and 75" as is
well known to the art.

With reference to FIGS. 2, 3 and 4, twelve sided
polygonal plate 15, with opposed planar surfaces 18 and
19, is suitably made of aluminum and is perforated at 17
to reduce weight and enable air cooling. A flanged
metal collar, 30, surrounds the central aperture, 32, of
plate 15 and is fixed to plate 15 by rivets 34. Shaft 35 of
step-motor 40 (shown in FIG. 1) is fixedly engaged to
collar 30 by way of set screw 36 and plate 15 can then
be rotated to pre-selected positions. Attached to plate
15 are metal bars, 25, also suitably made of aluminum,
shown in more detail in FIGS. 5-8. Metal bars, 25 each
have a slot or channel 42 which is in alignment with
polygonal plate 15. Slots 42 are open at their top 44 and
sides 46 to receive glass plates 20 suitably cut from
coated sheets of pyrex glass, about 0.05 inch thick, in
rectangular shapes of about 1} by 1} inch. Each glass
plate 20 is affixed to the side walls 48 of a metal bar 25
by an adhesive 52 e.g. commercially available RTV
silicone rubber. The side walls 48 are provided with
parallel grooves 54 which are parallel to the flat bot-
tomed base 56 of metal bar 25 to enhance engagement of
adhesive which is applied as described hereinbelow.
The adhesive 25 is applied in a band on both side walls
48, 49 of slot 42, along most or all of its length in order
to bind a portion of both sides of glass plate 20 to the
sidewalls 48, 49 of slot 42 and provide spacing between
the sides of glass plate 20 and the metal bar, 25. Also,
glass plate 20 is arranged in slot 42 with an edge 58
parallel to the flat bottom base 56 and the bottom 59 of
slot 42 and spaced from the bottom of slot 42, as shown
at 62 in FIG. 8. Metal bar 25 can be provided with a
scribe mark, 64, to facilitate the proper spacing of glass
plate 20 with respect to the bottom of slot 42. The glass
plates 20 are centered with respect to metal bars 25 and
extend beyond the ends of metal bars 25, which have a
length of about # to § the length of edge 58 of glass plate
20. The slotted metal bar 25 surrounds a portion of glass
plate 20, adjacent its edge 58, and is bonded thereto by
adhesive tacks $2, 52’ on opposite planar surfaces of
glass plate 20. When the glass plates, 20, have been
affixed to metal bars 25, as above-described, each assem-
bly is mechanically affixed to polygonal plate 15 by
seating the flat bottomed base 56 of each, centrally on
repsective side edges 70 of polygonal plate 15. The
width of the flat bottomed base 56 is co-extensive with
the width 80 of plate 20 as shown in FIG. 4 and the
radial axis 82 of plate 15 is common with the longitudi-
nal axis of glass plate 20. The integral metal tabs 75 of
the metal bars 25 extend toward the central aperture 32
of plate 15 and closely contact the planar surface 19 of
plate 15. Tab 75 is essentially an extension of slot side
enclosure 47 and is suitably affixed to plate 15 by means
of rivets 78 which pass through holes 79 in tabs 75 and
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holes 81 in plate 15. The glass plates 20 which overhang
their respective gripping metal bars, are arranged later-
ally, very close, but not in contact, and in operation
only slight light leakage occurs as different glass plates
are placed in a light beam since a large number of glass
plates are used i.e. ten or more. Since the glass plates are
not in contact with metal or with each other, the stress
resulting from mechanical vibration and thermal expan-
sion are diminished. In the event that a glass plate re-
quires replacement, this is readily accomplished by
drilling out the rivet which passes through tab 75, re-
moving the metal bar 25 and replacing it with a new
metal bar to which the substitute glass plate is attached
in the manner described above.

Although several embodiments of the invention have
been illustrated and described herein, it will be under-
stood that the invention is not limited to the embodi-
ments disclosed, but is capable of many rearrangements,
modification and substitutions without departing from
the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A color wheel comprising

a metal plate with planar opposed surfaces in the form
of a regular polygon having ten or more side edges
of equal length and a central opening;

collar means affixed to said plate, surrounding said
opening, and adapted to engage a shaft passing
through said central opening for rotation of said
plate;

a plurality of flat-bottomed, open top and open sided,
slotted metal bars each having a length between
about 3 and § of the length of a side edge of the
metal plate, each of said bars being respectively,
centrally seated on said side edges with their bot-
tom portions contacting said metal plate and their
slots aligned with said metal plate so that the open
tops of the metal bars face outwardly from the
central opening of said metal plate, each said slot-
ted metal bar, having an integral metal tab portion
extending away from the open top thereof and
toward the central opening of said metal plate and
in close contact with a surface of said metal plate;
means for separately mechanically engaging each
said metal tab to said metal plate;

a plurality of equal-sized, spaced apart, planar, rect-
angular glass plates having straight side edges and
planar opposed surfaces respectively arranged in a
slot of a metal bar with a side edge parallel to an
adjacent side edge of said metal plate and spaced
from said metal bar;

and adhesive means attaching a portion of each of the
opposed planar surfaces of each glass plate, within
a slot, to respective metal bars.

2. A color wheel in accordance with claim 1, wherein

said glass plates include dichroic filters.

3. A color wheel in accordance with claim 1, wherein
said glass plates have deposited layers for filtering of a
light beam.

4. A color wheel in accordance with claim 1, wherein
said glass plates include a colored glass plate.

5. A color wheel in accordance with claim 1, wherein
said slots of said metal bars have grooves which are
parallel to the side edge of the glass plate which is ar-
ranged therein.

6. A color wheel in accordance with claim 1, wherein
said side edges of said glass plates extend outside of the
slots of said metal bars so that the glass plates are spaced
laterally close to each other, but not in contact.
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7. A color wheel in accordance with claim 1, wherein
each said separate means for mechanically engaging
said metal tabs to said metal plate is removable and
replaceable so that each glass plate can be separately
removed and replaced.

8. A color wheel comprising

a metal plate with planar opposed surfaces in the form

of a regular polygon having ten or more side edges
of equal length and a central opening;

collar means affixed to said plate surrounding said

opening and adapted to engage a shaft passing
through said central opening for rotation of said
plate;

a plurality of metal bars each having flat bottoms and

a channel extending parallel to and co-extensive
with said flat bottoms, said channels having sub-
stantially parallel side walls with an opening
spaced away from said flat bottoms, the side walls
of said channel having a plurality of parallel
grooves parallel to said flat bottoms, said flat bot-
toms having a length between about % and  of that
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of a side edge of the metal plate and being centrally
seated on each of said side edges with said channels
aligned with said metal plate, each said metal bar
having an integral metal tab portion extending
from said flat bottom away from said channel open-
ing and in close contact with theé surface of said
metal plate;

fastener means for separately, mechanically engaging

a

each said metal tab to said metal plate;

plurality of equally sized, closely adjacent, but
spaced apart, planar, rectangular glass plates hav-
ing straight side edges and planar opposed surfaces
respectively arranged in a channel of a metal bar
with a side edge parallel to an adjacent side edge of
said metal plate and spaced from said metal bar;

and adhesive means for attaching a portion of each of

the opposed planar surfaces of each glass plate,
within a slot, to the grooves in a channel of respec-

tive metal bars.
* * * *



